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Abstract

Hunayn ibn Ishag was a Nestorian Christian scholar and scientist from Hirat. He was
also an eminent translator of the Abbasid period. The translation work of ‘Baitul
Hikma’ was carried out under his supervision. Due to which he was awarded the title
of ‘Sheikh of Translators’. His contribution to the Arabization of Greek science has
left the world forever indebted. Although he had a reputation as a translator, he was
also a medical scientist. He has made significant contributions to the field of
ophthalmology by writing books. Hunain established himself as a knowledgeable,
reliable and skilled translator through hard work. Travelling widely, he collected an
informative collection of Greek manuscripts. Later, in translating those manuscripts,
he tried with great care to translate them in the most informative way, which has
made him especially memorable in the pages of history.
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2 P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs (London: Macmillan & Co Itd, 1977), p. 363; C. Elgood, A
Medlical History of Persia and the Eastern Caliphate (Cambridge: 1951), p. 105; Sir Thomas
Arnold and Alfred Guillaume, The legacy of Islam (London: Oxford university press, 1931),
p. 316; Board of Researchers, Muslim contribution to Science and Technology (Dhaka:

Islamic Foundation, 2012), p. 241; Max Meyerhof, The Book of the Treatises on the Eye
Ascribed to Hunain ibn Ishaq (Cairo: Government press, 1928), p. xvii.

Hunayn was an Arab of the tribe of Ibad but christian by religion. cf. A.M.A. Shushtery,
outline of Islamic culture, vol. 1 (Bangalore, The Bengal printing and publishing co. Ltd.
1954), AM.A Shushtery, p. 187; ©. SISl AN, Iy 747 @ ’Rﬁ (oIl ST
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P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs (London: Macmillan st Martins press, 1970), p. 312.
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QYRR - R e, Y ua 0.5 (S T, FET-FIT, 3T 49, 7. b9 His father was a
pharmacist. cf. Muslim Contribution to science and technology, p. 241; Max Meyerhof, The Book
of the Treatises on the Eye Ascribed to Hunain ibn Ishaq (Cairo: Government press, 1928), p. xvii.
He was the son of a druggist. cf. Elgood, A Medical History of persia, p. 105.
C. Elgood JC19, Hunayn was destined to follow his father’s footsteps. Cf. A Medical History
of persia, p. 106.
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-8 FAN, 79 Gifox 2o (FTTel: W JMAA, dovs ), 7. Obd-950; P.K.
Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 363; Sir Thomas Arnold and Alfred Guillaume, The legacy of
Islam (London: Oxford university Press, 1931), p. 316; A.M.A shushtery, outline of Islamic
culture (Bangalore: The Bangalore printing and publishing co. Ltd, 1954), p. 139; Board of
Researchers, Muslim contribution to science and Technology (Dhaka: Islamic Foundation,
2012), p. 241; Douglas Guthrie JCs1, Hunayn ibn Ishag, known in the west as Honain

Johannitius.

Cf. Douglas Guthrie, A History of Medicine (London: Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd, 1st published,
1945), p. 88; C. Elgood =19, Abu zayd Hunayn ibn Ishaq al-Ibadi; to he medieval world he
was Johannitius onan and Hunainus. cf. A Medical History of persia, p. 105.
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https://m.marefa.org; https://www.noonpresse.com; Max Meyerhof (=19, He first studied
medicine at the famous academy of Gunde-shapur (Jjew -\-\A) (Khuzistan in persia), an
institution founded by the Sasanian King shapur Il, in the early part of the ivth century A.D.
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S OFJ: He wast sent to Jundi-shapur and later studied under Yuhanna ibn Masawayh. He
was a Troublesome pupil though, probably too eager to ask questions and learn one day
losing his patience Yuhanna exclaimed; what have the people of Hira to do with medicine?
Go and change money in the streets, and he drove him out in tears. Hunayn did not lose
heart at this rebuff, and determined to put to a good use his enforced exile. He spent it in
learning Greek, possibly going to Greece itself He then went to Basra to learn the
intricacies of Arabic grammar. Then he settled down to study clinical medicine. He began
by attending the lectures of jibra’il bin Bakht Yishu.
Cf. C. Elgood, A Medical History of persia, p. 106; P.K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 312.
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