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[A Review of Aesthetic Principle in Search of Modernity in Art Criticism
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Abstract
The current scenario of art in Bangladesh has been inherited from the Neo-Bengal
School of art that was a direct outcome of the process of cultural colonisation in the
subcontinent during the British Raj. Simultaneously, critical reception has evolved in
responding to modern art practices since its beginning in the colonial era. Arguably, the
notion of modernity has become a dominant phenomenon in critiquing art in this region.
This research aims at investigating critically how the idea of modernity both as a cultural
and epistemological phenomenon has been defined, discussed and appropriated in
criticism of art in Bangladesh. This essay concentrates on the three selected critics to
explore what meaning they have formed through their reading of modernity in the
artworks since the partition of the sub-continent.

Keywords: Art, Aesthetics, Modernity, Modernism, Criticism, Colonialism, Post-colonialism
and Bangladesh.
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