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[Anis Chowdhury’s Manchitra: An Analysis]

AW DR

Abstract

Anis Chowdhury is one of the few playwrights who have enunciated their own voices in the
dramatic literature of pre-independence Bangladesh. His best play is Manchitra (Map in
English). The visual life described in the first seven scenes of the nine-scene play is basically
the transitional East Bengal feudal society between February 16, 1950 (When the ‘East
Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act’ was passed), and May 16, 1951 (When the ‘East
Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act’ came into force). Scenes eight and nine take
place five years after this period— when the feudal economy of Bangladesh has
transformed into a capitalist economy. In this article, through the analysis of these two
periods, it is shown through the Historical, Descriptive, Content Analytical, and
Comparative Methods, that the Manchitra is not the illustration of educated middle-class
or lower-middle-class life, but rather the educational problem of Bangladesh under
Pakistan (16.02.1950-16.05.1951)— particularly, not paying teachers, retrenchment of
teachers on various pretexts, and miserable life of retrenched teachers—above all, it ‘maps’
the breakdown of feudal society and the rise of capitalist society.
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[Keywords: Manchitra, Zamindari System, Education System, Educated Middle Class or
Lower Middle Class Life, Feudal Economy, Capitalist Society]
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It is in the light of these considerations that the majority of the members of our
Commission have been led to the conclusion that whatever may have been the
justification for the Permanent Settlement in 1793, it is no longer suited to the
conditions of the present time. A majority of the Commission have also come to the
conclusion that the zamindari system has developed so many defects that it has ceased
to serve any national interest. No half measures will satisfactorily remedy its defects.
Provided that a practicable scheme can be devised to acquire the interests of all classes
of rent-receivers on reasonable terms, the policy should be to aim at bringing the actual
cultivators into the position of tenants holding directly under Government. We recognise
that this proposal involves a fundamental change in the rural economy, of Bengal,
affecting vitally the whole social and economic structure of the Province, that it can only
be carried out gradually over a term of years, and that it would be a most formidable

administrative undertaking, which will tax to the full all the resources of Government.®
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... the East Pakistan State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill was framed and published on the
31" March, 1948. [Dacca Gazette, Extraordinary, deted 6™ April, 1948, Part IVA, pp. 59-
60] It was then reffeed to the Special Committee of the House. They made considerable
modifications in the Bill, the most important of which was the addition of Chapter I
which ‘has been added to provide for the acquisition of some big rentreceiving interests
as early as possible.” [The report of the Special Committee on the East Pakistan State
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill, 1948, dated 6" July, 1949, Ch. IA : Dacca Gazette,
Extraordinary, deted 16™ August, 1949, Part IVA, p. 548] The Bill was enacted on the 16"
February, 1950 as the East Pakistan State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950 and was
reserved for the assent of the Governor-General who give his assent on the 16™ May,
1951. The new Act has abolished the zamindary system in East Pakistan and repealed
the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. It nowhere says when it will come into force. In the
absence of such a provision it was held that it has come into operation from the 16™

May, 1951, the date when the Governor-General has given his assent.®

@W, BIETIin (East Pakistan/ East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act) o> AR
MY (T FHT TS @ACRY d5¢o AT S (FFMR P T, GTRY WAL {0 AR
SR 8 TG W2, dSoeo’ RRENIR R =1 ‘East Bengal Act XXVIII of 1951~
IJ29CF ‘East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950° FITN SIfOfe® F41 2CACR :
‘This Act may be called the East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950."" WT,
‘East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950 (E. B. Act No. XXVIII of 1951) [16th
May, 1951]"-9 ( MG ] RIS AT, (0T Nofe gy :

For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Dacca Gazette, Extraordinary, deted 16"

August, 1949, Part IVA, p. 547; for proceedings in Assembly, see the proceedings of the

meetings of the East Bengal Ligislative Assembly held on the 7™ April, 1948, 16" to 17",
21% t0 26™, 28" to 30™ November, 1% to 3, 5™ to 10" and 13" to 16" February, 1950.

The Act was extended to those areas of the district of Mymensingh, which were known
as ‘Pratially Excluded Areas’ immediately before the Presidential Proclamation of 7"

October, 1958, with effect from the 16" May, 1951.°
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CTINGTETS [T (@R, QS T Afdae w0z e Wi T1iF 137

e, AR Ty e feml Tes 98 TRwH (MATSR NGIRR (R
SIAAR @RS T B (ARERT O AfRifee sy wwge gt
ANGLFGEF APPSO (@ VAPPSR Toor IR (AT AGPTAIT NEew 7 2R
foetal | weRcs SIfie- @ Prooies ¢ agforremm™is- Hf fead s
SRS (ST CIMRIBT) T ACOR Ja~1ol Wemes O A g fcace | 768 61
O 40 AKCS AT, AR oF F9 TRM Aqraae VAo G | ST,
R TS MW B (e AN SRl O[] AN T (@, OF IO Nfew
T 2rel - =Sl YR 20!, 58 2rer2 | SR, IS e Gle SO,
RS Toif SO | T ST WIS A 26T T ST TRFfoe Sfq=rs
“AfFfS© 20® A4 | FAde FoET (<17 5 7oy s e ¢Fae ©iR WHR | FEL
RIEAF- ‘@A Tecel 79 | foq bR e | ol Ao @R? SEl [F AR AR Gww
[, @ o e i AL &a S oo SAPOAS (Il FIAR 7, TR O
sy R3fEe “fferml FiteRE Fawe | wRes iR 3 Frors #Af[iea aes srea
PICHS (FICA] AAPINGFS Too] 73, IR O AT CA*18) [Vl AL 2THB | 9%
e (AT AoF0T ST AT FOIFE S (GATST (Anton Pavlovich Chekhovs
Sbrbo-3508) AT (BfF WHIG (3508) NG AT AT | ST (5¥S U [GCP AR
P I (agrarian age) [ eeTizs wdifon e FifFe] oo R Afifens @ g
FR (commercial and industrial age) @1 Jreian SERifex A 7ifFe] TR Areba
fifere IR ¢ ‘The play (The Cherry Orchard) symbolises, poetically, yet without ever
losing touch with reality, the transition from a purely agrarian to a more and more
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industrial Russia.’?® QWCEQWWWQ%-WWWWW
WA | G2 HTOF FTO ATSTCE fefie- @ AT (5B FCAR (B ANGCP
TFICR T© (0F T IS | O 518 EHiREE /e @rei@e ¢t e &
QEFET FCES CO IR OGT TS ATS | TS T 20! G PR e 7416 | 58
OO R | TR, G2 (B PITCT AL SGE SR O FNE C*gfo:

MADAME . (Looking out into the garden) Oh, my childhood, my pure and happy

RANEVSKY childhood! | used to sleep in this nursery. | used to look out from here
into the garden. Happiness awoke with me every morning! and the
orchard was just the same then as it is now; nothing is altered.
(Laughing with Joy) It is all white, all white! Oh, my cherry orchard!®®

SRIG QTR ACACR OfF 0 TN GR G« 7@ &7 ~gfo- T T & 1% |
T O OF WerIfoiafee of I FHS (FIATSCIR T =7 =, IR ©f T
Ay SIGFOIT (53T (A | 58 T 27 1 fowr oofF e | fFemew eto- @2 (2 e,
G APTR ANE T T IR (T @2 TSRS (eTNer) Tofs Aferefen afsffy
TR G SV SRR =0T (BRI (6 AR FCHS COfd 2B A7 IS |
G ANSTICE LS TSR @RI RS AR @ @A
Tty wfawifre I TOIHE | TSy, WIS FT IO NEARF AL EATRT i
PIOT AN I IS SR T GTo (BT *FIRET Sraeey A6 27 5% ©e42 @A
N FIOCS A FCE— A *H IS 27 A : ‘A distant sound is heaed, as if from
the sky, the sound of a string breaking, dyning away, melancholy. Silence ensues, broken
only by the stroke of the axe on the trees far away in the cherry orchard.® I (StA
T ‘string breaking’ I WGACT SRR = @R (G I JIOT O SR *HE FoT©
FMRRIF FAACGH BTG | NG (53X ©F 77 (b7 HBIG FH( U2 (*1¥ I/ TR <y
i TR AR ot R Jifafens-RrEReeR [@1 Jrer wdHifes A o]
T 2fre feates | Sie Z[TEITAT TSI (S8 AR, SPTE IF T GIFe, Tod
IS | AT SR AR | SR, 7 AR oy SR Jremn sidi=ifeq efeffs | sfemt
Glgde ©fF FAbg NG R RACE W fier Awewces A g
HfemarTiceR My RPM- @ M SRASIP &5 TICeR 7 Biae Fcares e
O @TFAE WG | ATHEG G- @A | IR, 7 qeaenest vy (5o ffeamr
SR elfsfd | Tty @, WeW (5CSH w7 (B WBIG Wibehd wwrged i@ PioE
GRrre it EEm etafeT WomTed SRR (SEIEE (XA Aremiied)
afeffagEr vfaa 12 AfRRm A ces [am g Hfeaml sTwices sy SR Wars
@7 97 (MTACE SOl AT (T I (T SRR O (@l SRS

TROPHIMOF : ... every minute, day and night, my soul has been full of mysterious
anticipations. | feel the approach of happiness, Anya; | fell it
coming... 3

T GHRE FAG TG FER TS @2 T (7l AR | (T8 Gievcsd Irel ©oF
(AT TS SRR GTR TZF
DA ;L. Y AL N ARG Twe] W 2 Ofere] RN TG ANCAS
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oy ea foaiETe. @ufe (= (ATET 5o1ea-

GG ¢ @3 1w @32

FIEE ;T AT S 92| A, @ AR 79— 58 @i, @ 79 9w
AT B |8

WO PR ‘@ I GIM T I IR JRENET ‘I fell it coming...” IAR FTO
IErIER ANCEE T2 | GIRFACEF ‘coming’ T AT IS (came true) TS FES
SR A0 CoNtr T 17 | 58 Al 2 ‘@nsreEe 92— s (ifers ey
O G 8 GRS HArRCe 4y ea <ifesy iR oG Rrifde 73, ~ifivzg 3
oifeieT pizefreg «ifoe sihexn T |

8. ToPRER

Toife ST (A AfserT 7 @, Iha @< FifFs Tyie fear evgiie SR
FAT 7, TR S-SR FREAACH RrFETp— Reere R (o FI-orer, ey
TGRS *EE RO F- MR o1 26w e giieR SRe Tha | @ iieR
GRAE AR AR AT TG REHITNTIAE  FARE IO | PR, QA
SR REFeg Fere Wike fwdl Mevaiie @iftw | ey, FoeR 2 FheE e
(OPI-GR Aeg MR SRS @ TF] ShME IR OF 20wl %7 adieas
REIFTR T PLRR TR T ol weacew, fwar smy st fermt swicem Af@ifas
S B, 0% (ouf RBIR 26w e UiiaR QR W10 QAT FeRe PR
TGREGToGET | g7 SRS Fg T Foqq M AW @, TAha Fre wgie e
fETgiie SR FERE 97, IR AT TS NS Sies @R Afemir e T,
FRERPTRT- eI e gfdes IR Seha’ |

Bt @ wepfarwst

> I ARSI, 2SR fArse ReCR : CRBTaiei T (IR < T, R 2000), 7. 22
2 WEw R, YFICT ST ST 6 OH Feraifo-© (TR : 7K, T [, GBI
2039), 7. be

‘The purpose of the permanent Zamindari settlement was to create a new class of landlords
after the English modle as the social buttress of English rule. It was recognised that, with the
small numbers of English, holding down a vast population, it was absolutely necessary to
establish a social basis for their power through the creation of a new class whose interests,
through receiving a subsidiary share in the spoils (one-eleventh, in the original intention),
would be bound up with the maintenance of English rule. Lourd Cornwallis, in the
memorandum in which he defended his policy, made clear that he was explicitly conscious that
he was creating a new class, and establishing rights which bore no relation to the previous
rights of the Zamindars.” [R. Palme Dutt, India To-day, Part 1-6 (Bombay: People’s Publishing
House, 1946), p. 192]
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Government of Bengal, Report of the Land Revenue Commmission Bengal, Vol. 1 (Alipore:
Begal Government Press, 1940), p. 42
Dr. Lutful Kabir, The Rights and Liabilities of the Raiyats Under the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885,
and the State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950: With Amendments (Dacca: Law House
Publication, 1972), pp. 430-431
Government of East Pakistan, East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 1950, Part |,
Chapter |, Para. 1 (1) (Dacca: East Pakistan Government Press, 1965), p. 1
Ibid, See: Footnote 1, p. 1
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W. H. Bruford, Chekhov and his Russia: A Sociological Study (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul
Ltd, 1948), p. 83

°° Anton Tchekhof, ‘The Cherry Orchard’, Two Plays by Anton Tchekhof: The Seagull and The Cherry

Orchard, Translated by George Calderon (London: The Travellers’ Library, 1927), pp. 171-172

* |bid, p. 253
°X*W. H. Bruford, Chekhov and his Russia: A Sociological Study, Ibid, p. 149
°° Anton Tchekhof, ‘The Cherry Orchard’, Two Plays by Anton Tchekhof: The Seagull and The

Cherry Orchard, Translated by George Calderon, Ibid, p. 205



30 Rajshahi Univ. j. arts & law

° ST GIGET, T, &S, 7. 8b
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