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Abstract

Painting — which is thought to be one of the unique chapters in the history of art and
civilization and which emerged, developed and culminated in the various Muslim countries
of Afro-Asia and Europe — is universally known as Islamic or Muslim painting. In the very
beginning, Muslim painting appears to have been limited to mosaic and fresco paintings in
beautifying or decorating some of the magnificent buildings — both religious and secular
in character, of the Umayyads and the early Abbasids. The importation of paper from
China at the end of the 8" century and later on manufactured locally at Samarkand and
Baghdad by the Abbasids led to the ushering of a new era in Islamic painting. From then
onwards the manuscript illustrations — the subject-matter being mainly history,
philosophy, medicine, machinery, astronomy, epic, love-stories and religious — continued
to have been dominantly executed throughout the Muslim world till the 18" century.
Paintings thus depicted, having both educative and aesthetic values, exhibit the images of
numerous non-living abstract designs and living figural subjects. The present paper aims at
making a brief critical and analytical study of only some selected female representations
accomplished by different schools of Muslim painting.
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and shadow and natural movements these figures show their dependence on the Roman tradition,
but in their physical aspect these massive feminine forms reflect a concept of beauty that is far
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Richard Ettinghausen, Arab painting (Cleveland: The World Publishing Company, 1962), p. 11.
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Ettinghausen, op. cit., p. 32.

K. A. C. Creswell, Early Muslim Architecture, vol. |, Part-1l (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1969), p. 407.
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D. T. Rice, Islamic Painting : A Survey (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1971), p. 21.

Creswell, op. cit., p. 512.

D. T. Rice, Islamic Art (London: Thames and Hudson, 1975), p. 24.

Najma Begum, Portryal of Women in Mughal Painting : A Study Based on Illustrated Manuscripts and Album
Drawings (Ph.D Thesis, Institute of Bangladesh Studies, Rajshahi University, 1994), p. 69.

Ettinghausen, op. cit., p. 34; Creswell, op. cit., p. 512.

Ibid., p. 34.

Creswell, op. cit., p. 512.
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R, W ‘71 993 Markus Hattstein (ed.), Islam : Art and Architecture (German: h.f.ullaman
publishing GmbH, 2013), p. 86.

Rice, Islamic Art, op. cit., p. 24.

Ibid, p. 33.
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Rice, Islamic Art, p. 33.

Ibid, p. 26.

TR SRR 4 8 WHae G0 (e GRE IR (@8 TR G35 wrged S | @
OIS I AT T T oy, G =t | [the struggle between a good (spiritual world of light)
and an evil (material world of darkness.)]

oS ST (AF NS anima ("soul, life")-€< 3C3 3‘(@'@7}[ ism (3_@71) *% MRS animism (anima +
ism) ¥ ST, TR ARG S T | GF T A (AT T I8 &l R (AR-IFT, TG 8
ARFRET TB) | GIR 2T (T RO AR IS JTSTACLR @I 7 577 |

Najma Begum, op. cit., p. 70.
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Ettinghausen, op. cit., p. 123.
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P. Sykes, History of Persia (London: Macmillan & Co. Ltd, 1963), p. 5.
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Basil Gray, Persian Painting (London: Macmillan London Ltd., 1977), p. 58.

Ibid, p. 34.
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Hattstein (ed.), op. cit., p. 429.

Gray, op. cit., p. 139.
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S. M. Imamuddin, Modern History of the Middle-East and North-Africa (Dacca: S. M. Shabuddin, 1970), p. 112.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conflict_between_good_and_evil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodness_and_value_theory
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Najma Begum, op. cit., p. 137.
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Hattstein (ed.), op. cit., p. 485.
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Najma Begum, op. cit., p. 142.
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Hattstein (ed.), op. cit., pp. 485 & 521.
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