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Conduction as an Informal Logical System

Dr. Md. Iqbal Shahin Khan

Professor
Department of Philosophy

University of Chittagong

Abstract

Most of us in our country’s academic arena are concerned with the
formal logical division of deduction-induction. The formal logic is
concerned with the analysis and evaluation of arguments, mainly, in
terms of their form or structure not with their contents which cannot be
applied in our real life arguments directly and for this reason, the
usefulness of logic becomes questionable sometimes. The formal logic
developed in the name of mathematical logic from 1900 to 1970 when
had virtually no application as a tool for the analysis and evaluation of
actual argumentation. To overcome the difficulties of formal logical
system informal logic emerges in the mid-1970s which is concerned
with real arguments in our daily life and one of its methods is known as
conduction originally developed by Carl Wellman (1971) in his
Challenge and Response: A Justification in Ethical Reasoning. This
conduction is used in non-formal logical system i.e., real life argument
discourse mainly concentrating on ethical reasoning even though it may
be used in non-ethical reasoning also. Conduction is such kind of non-
formal reasoning where conclusion follows from the premises in a non-
conclusive way and premises act as the reason, which might be one or
more or even positive/negative consideration. The objective of the
paper is to familiarize the nature of conduction. In order to do this, the
main features of conduction differentiating from deductive and
inductive systems will be mentioned; secondly, the three different
patterns of conduction will be presented and finally, by giving different
types of examples of our daily life situations the most significant third
Pattern of conduction will be highlighted. By this way, we may hope
that the avenues of popularization of logic will be broad and students’

interest which will be attracted on this informal logical system of
conduction will be relevant to everyday reasoning based on practical
Problems.
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Role of Intention, Convention, Resemblance and Habit

in Communication by Using Language

Mahmuda Akand
Associate Professor
Department of Philosophy
Jahangirnagar University

Abstract

Language is a medium of communication. But, there are debates in
philosophy of language regarding the process of communication
through language. Some claims that we follow the conventions of
language use and these conventions interpret the meaning to th
language users. They explain meaning by the logical analysis of ’the
components of language. But, sometimes we communicate successfulle
without following any prior set of rules or conventions. H.P. Grj A
his followers maintains that we can understand and explaiil ’;his wcge
communications in terms of speaker’s intentions and have constrtlfll'zedof
well-accepted theory of meaning in philosophy of langua cIe 5
notable that Grice himself and his followers have noticed arl(lg(li1 a%lecir e
that cgnvel.ltions.are not completely excluded in this process. S eaf: e’d
intention, in Gricean theory, is interpreted considering cc;n\}')enti s
conjcexts and hearer’s intention to cooperate. But, how does Otrif :
audience understand speaker’s intention in a particula; context to meaz
something by saying something? Are conventions and consideration of
contexts sufficient for communicating process? This research has
addressed these questions and has shown that the audience understands
what the speaker wants to communicate not only by conventions with
the association of the context but also by the resemblance of their

habits of relating an expression with a linguistic element.

Logic deals with the principles of thought and we generally express our
thoughts in various forms of language. But, language is a complex
phenomenon and it is not easy to communicate the appropriate thought
by using language. Logicians in the analytic traditions have considered
the unclarities in the expression of philosophical ideas to be the source
of philosophical puzzles and have sought to solve the problem by way
of the theories of meaning. This paper focuses on the 1ssue of
communication and discusses what helps the audience to understand
what the speaker intends to mean. This discussion is related to the part
of philosophical logic that aspires 1o understand how language

generally is capable of expressing meaning.
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