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Bangabandhu: Visionary and Charismatic Leadership
Dr. Syed Anwar Husain®

Bangabandhu’s leadership, enchanting as it was, merits conceptual analysis from
the theoretical perspective of leadership. Leadership, as generally understood, is
the ability of an individual or individuals to influence and guide followers. Great
leaders know how to both inspire people and get followers to complete the task
that achieves the leader’s goal. An oft—quoted definition of leadership by the
former U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower sounds relevant in such a context.
He said, “Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do something you want
done because he wants to do it.” But a more comprehensive definition of
leadership covering the leader — follower nexus is given by Gary Wills as he says,
“Leaders have a vision. Followers respond to it. Leaders organize a plan.
Followers get sorted out to fit the plan. Leaders have willpower. Followers let that
will replace their own. . . .. the leader is one who mobilizes others toward a goal
shared by a leader and followers.” A generalized definition highlighting the entire
gamut of leadership phenomenon is contained in the ancient Chinese tradition; and

as per which
Leadership is a matter of intelligence, trustworthiness, humaneness, courage, and
discipline. . . . reliance on intelligence alone results in rebelliousness. Exercise of
humaneness alone results in weakness. Fixation on trust results in folly. Dependence
on the strength of courage results in violence. Excessive discipline and sternness in
command result in cruelty. When one has all five virtues together, each appropriate to
its function, then one can be a leader.?

Taken all these postulations together, and applied to Bangabandhu, the resultant
conclusion is ineluctably positive. In this exercise, however, visionariness and
charisma, as the two attributes of Bangabandhu leadership, are analysed in an
applied context.

Divided into three core sections, the opening one concentrates on piecing together
theoretical postulations vis-a-visvisionariness and charisma. The two sections
thereafter give empirical discussions on Bangabandhu’s visionariness and
charisma.

* Professor, Bangabandhu Chair, Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP), Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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I
Visionary and Charismatic Leadership Explained
Visionary

Defined broadly, a visionary is one who can envision the future. A visionary is
thus a person with a clear, distinctive, and specific (in some details) vision of the
future. To be more specific, a visionary leader creates a vision around solving a
problem in an innovative way and then uses that vision to connect to the hearts of
people in a way that inspires them to action.

As many as 15 traits have been suggested for a visionary leader; and these are: 1.
Detail oriented and aware; 2. Innovative; 3. Conviction; 4. Determined; 5.
Persistent; 6. Excellent communicator; 7. Strategic; 8. Dedicated; 9. Humble; 10.
Empowering (team work); 11. Service oriented; 12. Growth oriented; 13. Ethical;
14. Caring; and 15. Inspiring.

Charisma

Charisma is a concept of leadership developed by the German sociologist Max
Weber.* Charismatic leadership is basically the method of encouraging particular
behaviours in others by way of eloquent communication, persuasion and force of
personality. Charismatic leaders motivate followers to get things done. This is
accomplished by conjuring up eagerness in others to achieve a stated goal or
vision. Charismatic leaders are found to be essentially good communicators. Such
leaders are very eloquent verbally and they have ability to communicate with the
people and lead on a profound emotional level. The communication level is
successful as this type of leaders articulate a captivating or compelling vision.
They have the capacity to evoke strong emotions in their followers.

In 1988, Jay Conger and Rabindra Kanungo published Charismatic Leadership,
which outlined the key characteristics of a charismatic leader. The findings have
been repeatedly shown to be accurate in a number of other similar studies, such as
Robert House and Jane Howell’s 1992 paper “Personality and Charismatic
Leadership.”

The qualities of a charismatic leader may be the following: 1. Visionary; 2.
Articulate; 3. Sensitive; 4. Risk — taker; 5. Creative; 6. Self — confidence; and 7.
Positive body language.

As we proceed on to analyse Bangabandhu’s leadership typologywe find that he
fits in well with the definitions and characteristics outlined above.
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Bangabandhu: the Visionary

That Bangabandhu was a leader with a clear vision is borne out by the historical
facts from 1947 through 1971; a period coinciding with the painful process of the
emergence of Bangladesh.

In August 1947, immediately after the birth of Pakistan, Bangabandhu had a
meeting with some associates in his room no 24 at the Baker hostel. He shared two
specific points in that meeting. First, he was the first to be disillusioned with the
way Pakistan was shaped, and having beenso, mentioned that this Pakistan would
not help the Bangali people, also that a movement had to be started anew after
getting back to Dhaka for redressing the woes of these people. Second, in his
mundane language, he categorically said that the Bangali people would not be able
to stay long with the non — Bangalis. With hindsight, it may be said that both the
comments were prophetic in foreshadowing the birth of Bangladesh through a
relentless struggles. In 1972, Anyada Shankar Roy, the famous Indian litterateur,
asked Bangabandhu as to when he had conceived the idea of independent
Bangladesh; Bangabandhu rightly replied that it was in 1947. Moreover, at about
the same time he, in the editorial office of the pro-Muslim periodical Saptahik
Millat (Weekly Millat), made a statement to the effect that Bangla should be the
state language of Pakistan as this language was used to be spoken by the majority
citizens of the state. Thus, by saying so, he also foreshadowed the Language
Movement (1947-1952); this movement was the earliest attempt at autonomy
assertion by the Bangali people. This was also a movement in which
Bangabandhu, although then incarcerated, had a decisive behind-the-scene role.

In 1961, although the General Secretary of the Awami League (AL), a party for
safeguarding Bangali interests, Bangabandhu had his personal project of
PurbaVanga Mukti Front for emancipating his people. It is on record that he had
leaflets printed under this title at his own cost and he himself distributed these
leaflets riding his own bike. The subsequent history bears testimony to his success
in freeing Bangalis from Pakistani internal colonialism.

Sometime in 1961, Tofazzal Hossain Manik Mia, the editor of The Daily Ittefaq,
was instrumental in arranging a secret meeting for Bangabandhu with two left
leaders — comrades Moni Singh and Khoka Roy. Bangabandhu, in that meeting,
argued that nothing short of independence would help the Bangalis. The two
comrades, while agreeing with the imperative, cautioned Bangabandhu not to
speak of independence in public as that would land him in trouble, because there
had been the military rule of Ayub Khan. Bangabandhu rounded off the meeting
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by saying that he would heed the caution of the comrades, but would always
remain unflinching to his goal of independence.

The 1966 Six Point formula was, indeed, a cumulative expression of
Bangabandhu, the visionary. Rightly dubbed the liberation document of the
Bangalis, it encapsulated their hopes and aspirations under the most adverse of the
circumstances.

One day in 1968, Bangabandhu along with accuseds of the Agartala Conspiracy
Case were being driven to the secret military tribunal. Col.(retd.) Shawkat Ali,
himself an accused, asked Bangabandhu as to what future awaited them. In reply,
Bangabandhu gave him almost a graphic picture of the future as envisaged by him:
the trial would end soon because of a public outburst; there would be election with
the AL winning a thumping victory; power would not be handed to them with
consequences to follow.® This was exactly what happened in the subsequent days.
That Bangabandhu was not an astrologer is certain; but this incident, along with
many others, confirm that he was endowed with the quality of extra — sensory
perception (ESP).’

On 5 December 1969, at a public discussion arranged on the occasion of the sixth
death anniversary of Suhrawardy, Bangabandhu declared, on behalf of the people,
that the province of East Pakistan be renamed as ‘Bangladesh’. The proposal was
greeted with cheers by the crowd present on the occasion. On the following day,
Maulana Bhasani and Ataur Rahman Khan, the two elderly Bangali politicians,
endorsed the proposal in separate press statements. That a leader could rename his
homeland, and which was readily accepted by the people demonstrated the extent
of his visionary ability.

Yahya Khan, the military dictator, who had replaced Ayub Khan, another military
dictator, on 25 March 1969, declared early in 1970 the schedule of general
elections by the end of the year. Immediately after this welcome declaration, he
shared a disquieting feeler through issuing the Legal Framework Order (LFO). By
the provisions 25 and 27, any attempt to change the constitutional status quo was
not to be mulled by the establishment. It may be mentioned that the AL had been
campaigning for constitutional changes as per the Six and Eleven points. Under
the circumstances, it became evident that the LFO had the ulterior motive to
thwart such AL move. Against such a backdrop, many in the AL higher echelons
became diffident about participating in the forthcoming elections. But,
Bangabandhu appeared as resolute and determined as always and blurted out, “My
goal is independence of Bangladesh. | will tear the LFO into shreds once the
election is over.”
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Again, doubts were raised about the elections in the wake of severe damage to life
and property wrought by a tornado in the coastal areas of the then East Pakistan.
As the central government appeared quite oblivous to the plight of the tornado-hit
people, many politicians doubted the desirability of elections in such
circumstances. Maulana Bhasani’s National Awami Party (NAP) boycotted the
elections. There was dithering in the AL as well; Bangabandhu remained firm in
his decision to participate in the elections. Subsequent history proved him right in
his farsightedness.

Immediately before the elections, Bangabandhu faced a question from a foreign
journalist as to how many seats the AL would get at the center. Giving a prompt
reply, Bangabandhu said 167 out of the allotted 169 seats. He also mentioned that
of the two seats, one would go to the independent candidate RajaTridiv Roy from
the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT); while the other one to Nurul Amin from
Mymensingh. Despite the Pakistan military intelligence report that the AL seats
would not be more than 60, the result was exactly what had been predicted by
Bangabandhu. Once again, Bangabandhu proved his sagacity.

The vision of a free Bangladesh that Bangabandhu had since 1947, came out in a
cumulative shape in his path — breaking and defining speech of 7 March. It was
more than a speech; it was an oration, and the speaker an orator. Although a short
and an unwritten one, this was the best that Bangabandhu had ever delivered both
in oral and body languages. His words changed brains of the ones who listened to
him; and a confused Bangali nation had a clear vision before them as
Bangabandhu roared in his thunderous voice: “The struggle this time is for our
emancipation; the struggle this time is for independence.” It was thus a vision of
independence coupled with emancipation, to be achieved through a guerilla — type
people’s war. Thus this oration remains recorded in history as the one which had
transformed a peoplecentric leader into a sagacious statesman.

After having spent 290 days in the Pakistani jail, Bangabandhu was freed to travel
to London on 8 January 1972, where, on the same day, he addressed a press
conference at the Claridges Hotel. While speaking, Bangabandhu was accosted by
a foreign journalist saying, “what would you do getting back to Bangladesh? The
country is totally war — devasted.” Bangabandhu’s reply was as visionary as ever:
“If 1 have my people and the land, we will rise again.” Indeed, he had both, and he
envisaged a phoenix — like resurrection of Bangladesh, a vision he sought to
actualize during the short time he had been at the helm in the totally devasted
Bangladesh.

On 10 January 1972, Bangabandhu’s home-coming address was delivered
unwritten and impromptu at the same Race Course. In Bangabandhu’s words,
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Bangladesh was envisioned as an “ideal state, the basis of which will not be
religion. The bases of which will be democracy, secularism and socialism
(subsequently, at the time of writing the constitution, nationalism was added as the
fourth fundamental principle of the state). The new state was envisioned as an
aboded wherein the people would live in a free environment; they would get food
and clothes, and unemployed youths would get jobs. Such a state was later dubbed
Sonar Bangla (Golden Bengal), which was, in fact, a visionary state with a
promise for people’s better future.

Between 10 January 1972 and 15 August 1975, Bangabandhu had, in total, 1,314
days to redeem the visionary promises he had made. This tumultuous periodwas
divided into two phases: upto January 1975; and since 25 January through 15
August 1975. During the first phase, “the bottomless basket,” as per Dr Henry
Kissinger’s prognostication, was fitted with a substantial bottom, and the basket
itself was filled to a large extent. But the U.S. made famine of 1974, and the
machinations of the political detractors had the going get tough for the
beleaguered leader Bangabandhu. Under the circumstances, a short-term solution
called BangladeshKrishak Sramik Awami League (BKSAL) was launched as a
common national platform, not certainly as a single party. Were it successful, the
system would have revolutionized the society, economy, polity and bureaucracy.
During the 233 days the system was in operation, all the indications showed
upward trend. The BKSAL was, in essence, a long shot in the right direction, and
with a clear vision. But it had a premature death like its author’s.

i
Bangabandhu: the Charismatic

In 1966, shortly after the Six-Point plan was made public, Sirajul Alam Khan, a
front-ranking ChhatralLeague leader, and also the head of the Nucleus, a youth
front clandestinely working for independence, made a comment bearing on the
charisma of Bangabandhu. He said, “Independence has to be achieved under
Sheikh Mujib’s [he was not yet Bangabandhu] leadership, for people listen to
him.” Indeed, this was a commentary on how Bangabandhu could captivate and
enthrall his audience through his oratorical skill — a sure charismatic trait.

This charisma was not a sudden and overnight phenomenon, it had a long
gestation period through the volatile political career of Bangabandhu. He earned
this charisma through his life-long devotion to people’s cause. In 1954, for
example, while campaigning as the United Front candidate for the upcoming
provincial assembly election, Bangabandhu was blessed by an elderly lady of the
locality with the words: “The prayers of the poor will be with you.” A young man
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of 34, Bangabandhu was moved and subsequently wrote in his memoirs, “when |
left her hut my eyes were moist with tears. On that day, | promised myself that |
would do nothing to betray my people.”®

How much of Bangabandhu’s charisma impacted on the youth psyche was
demonstrated after Bangabandhu, along with 34 others, were jailed under the
Agartala Conspiracy Case. In view of a ban on open politics, political parties were
barred from any demonstration; as such, the youths were found on the streets in
thousands protesting against the conspiratorial case and chanting the slogan: “We
will break the lock of jail, and free Sheikh Mujib.” As the subsequent events
showed, the enormous strength of the youth force compelled the establishment to
withdraw the case and free Sheikh Mujib. The weight of the youth force was
further felt as power changed hands from Ayub Khan to Yahya Khan; although, in
reality, it was from martial law to martial law.

A new height of Sheikh Mujib’s charisma was reached on 23 February 1969, the
day after his release from jail, when a mammoth civic reception at the Race
Course, gave him the honorific “Bangabandhu” (friend of Bengal). This was
perhaps the only occasion in the history of the world when a peoplecentric leader
was ceremonially crowned with an honorific. This was, in fact, a people’s return
to a leader who had contributed so much to their cause.

On 1 March 1971, when a Pakistan radio broadcast on behalf of Yahya Khan,
deferred indefinitely the National Assembly session scheduled in Dhaka on 3
March, the confused people had to rush to Bangabandhu to take the lead on the
future course of action; and they got what they needed. Bangabandhu commanded
that there be strike from 2 through 6 March; and also that the next directive be
given on 7 March at the Race Course. During these days, things turned out as
exactly Bangabandhu directed.

The 7 March speech was indeed the finest oral delivery by a leader who had
grown to be the sole Bangali spokesman since the heady days of the 1966 Six-
Point movement. Despite the rumoured declaration of independence in this
speech, Bangabandhu said something in jugglery of words which amounted, in
implied meaning, to such a declaration, but he did stop short of directly declaring
so, and the crowd accepted the speech in the required spirit. Bangabandhu could
do what he did in this speech as he had already had people’s mandate for doing so.
At one stage of the speech, he sought the mandate as he said, “Do you have faith
in me?” The crowd responded in the affirmative as they gestured with their both
hands in the air. Reciprocating the people’s endorsement of his leadership,
Bangabandhu made the frank confessional statement: “I do not want premiership.
I want people’s right.” The speech was indeed a fine specimen of symmetry
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between the leader’s charisma and people’s acceptance of it. As the people
listened to this speech, they, in the words of Andrew Newberg and Robert
Waldman,™ had their brain changed. No wonder that the entire non-cooperation
movement was directed and shaped by Bangabandhu.

Bangabandhu was the leader of the Liberation War in absentia. He was the
president of the Mujibnagar government; Syed Nazrul Islam, the Vice president,
was acting president. That Bangabandhu could lead even in absentia and that the
first capital (Vaidyanathlola) could be named after him were certainly testimonies
to the charismatic appeal Bangabandhu held for his followers.

That Bangabandhu’s charisma extended beyond the borders of Bangladesh is
initially attested to by the Indian premier Indian Gandh’s lobbying with 67 heads
of government/state for sparing the life of Bangabandhu when it had been reported
that Pakistan would hang him for treason. On 10 January 1972, on Bangabandhu’s
home-coming day. The Guardian of London carried front-page news with the
heading:

“As soon as Sheikh Mujib walks out of the Dhaka airport the republic of
Bangladesh becomes a reality.” We knew that without Bangabandhu Bangladesh
was meaningless; but that the foreign press also realized the fact, was something
related to Bangabandhu’s worldwide charisma.

How much foreigners were attracted to Bangabandhu comes out in the words of
Archer K. Blood, American Deputy Consul General in Dhaka in 1971. He draws a
pen-picture of Bangabandhu in his succinct words.

Mujib’s very appearance suggested raw power, a power drawn from the masses and
from his strong personality. He was taller and broader than most Bengalis, with
ruggedly handsome features and intense eyes. A non-nonsense moustache gave added
strength to his face, as did the heavy rimmed dark glasses he invariably wore. . . his
dress was that of a native politician.™*

Moreover, “poet of Politics” was the epithet given to Bangabandhu not by his own
people, but by the American media, a country the government of which had been
anti-Bangabandhu and anti-Bangladesh ab initio; and which was certainly a proof
of Bangabandhu’s charisma transcending the borders of his own country and
spreading across the world. It may be noted that of all politicians of all ages and
countries, Bangabandhu was the one to be honored with such an epithet. On 5
April 1971, the Newsweek ran a cover-story on Bangabandhu wherein occured the
following words.
Tall for a Bengali (he stands 5 feet 11 inches), with a stock of graying hair, a bushy

mustache and alert black eyes, Mujib can attract a crowd of a million people to his
rallies and hold them spellbound with great rolling waves of emotional rhetoric.
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“Even when you are talking alone with him,” says a diplomat, “he talks like he’s
addressing 60,000 people.” Eloquent in Urdu, Bengali and English, three languages
of Pakistan, Mujib does not pretend to bean original thinker, he is a poet of politics,
not an engineer, but the Bengalis tend to be more artistic than technical, anyhow, and
so his style may be just what was needed to unite all the classes and ideologies of the
region.

At the Algiers Non-Aligned Summit (5-9 September 1973), Bangabandhu had a
35-minute meeting on the sideline with Libya’s leader Muammar al-Qadhafi, who
had been known for his staunch anti-Bangladesh stance. After the meeting, while
facing the waiting journalists, he raised hands in prayer for Bangladesh. There
must have been chemistry emanating from Bangabandhu’s charismatic personality
which melted down Qadhafi’s anti-Bangladesh psyche. During the same summit,
Fidel Castro’s meeting with Bangabandhu evoked a comment from the former
which is oft-quoted: “I have not seen the Himalayas, but | have seen Sheikh
Mujib. In personality and courage, he is like the Himalayas. | have experienced
seeing the Himalayas.”

During the 1973 Arab-Israel war, Bangladesh’s total and active commitment to the
Palestinian cause created a positive image of the country in the Muslim World;
and an Arab journalist confided in his Bangladeshi counterpart: “Your Prime
Minister has won half of Africa including Arab world in a big battle without firing
a single shot.”*

Concluding Words

That Bangabandhu was a visionary as well as the one who toiled to turn his vision
into a reality is attested to by the gradual and cruel birth of Bangladesh. A
supplementary part of this vision was to turn the war-devastated Bangladesh into a
Golden Bengal (Sonar Bangla). But this part of the vision remained incomplete as
his life was cruelly cut short. Bangabandhu’s charisma drew him close to the
hearts of not only his own people, but those of the ones across the world. He was
thus a visionary and charismatic leader par excellence. In closing, the words of
Churchill on Hindenburg (German president 1925-34) may be pertinent for
Bangabandhu as well, if not the comparison.

Hindenburg! The name itself is massive. It harmonizes with the tall, thick-set
personage with beetling brows, strong features, and heavy jowl, familiar to the
modern world. It is a face that you could magnify tenfold, a hundredfold, a thousand-
fold, and it would gain in dignity, nay even in majesty; a face most impressive when
gigantic.™
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Pre-Coinage Age and Aftermath in Human Society
Dr. AK M Yaqub Ali*

Abstract: On consideration of various factors the coin may be defined as a piece of
gold, silver and such other valuable mineral metals which have definite and specified
shape with the marks of authenticity guaranteed by the sovereign power in the form of
symbols, effigies and legends. All these characteristics testify to the value and
authentication of the coins in circulation. From the definition of the coin it may be
assumed that besides the function of monetary transaction the coin as a dependable
historical document may usually unfurl such materials on ancient society, culture,
economic system and aesthetic art which may enrich the vista of human knowledge
from generation to generation. Though could not be definitely ascertained on what
point of time the coin with a certain shape got circulation in human society, yet the
numismatists and historians are of the opinion that tentatively in the 7" BC the coin
started functioning in the east and west of ancient world. The development that
occurred in the monetary exchange and transaction in the ancient human society can
be classified into two viz. first the pre-coinage and second the post-coinage age. As
regards the first age various items of exchange prevalent in the contemporary society
mitigated the need of the people before appearing the small metallic unit in their day
to day monetary transaction. In the case of second age with the introduction of coin
the business transaction gained elasticity, and monetary system reached to a standard
form in human society. On the coins are found to be carven the various kinds of animal
figures from very ancient time. Generally these animal figures were engraved to indicate a
symbolic concept of religion or royal dignitary. Hence for their identity and explanation
we need to go back to the times in which these were prevalent. Possibly for the first time
in the Greek coins the animal and such other species as symbolic expression for the
desired object were engraved. Later on this type of symbolic use spread to the coins of the
west and the east with specified objects. This indicates either to the contemporary
religious proclivity or to the regal might.

The English word “coin’ seems to have been derived from the Latin word ‘cuneus’
which primarily means dice of any finished metal and then it is finally applied for
the metallic coin. This terminology has a sort of semblance with another Latin word
‘pecunia’ which in a time used to indicate the coin in Italy." The term is taken to
have been originated from ‘pecus’ which was applied for the herd of cows and
lambs.? Before the invention of the coin the ox was the medium of exchange for
buying and selling in Greece. In later time with the invention of the coin in the place
of ox, retaining the same purpose, the word ‘pecunia’ might have been regarded as
coin. On consideration of various factors the coin may be defined as a piece of gold,
silver and such other valuable mineral metals which have definite and specified
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shape with the marks of authenticity guaranteed by the sovereign power in the form
of symbols, effigies and legends. All these characteristics testify to the value and
authentication of the coins in circulation. From the definition of the coin it may be
assumed that besides the function of monetary transaction the coin as a dependable
historical document may usually unfurl such materials on ancient society, culture,
economic system and aesthetic art which may enrich the vista of human knowledge
from generation to generation. Though could not be definitely ascertained on what
point of time the coin with a certain shape got circulation in human society, yet the
numismatists and historians are of the opinion that tentatively in the 7" BC the coin
started functioning in the east and west of ancient world.?

At the early stage the coins neither in the east nor in the west were minted under
the civic and the royal authorities. It is popularly known that the Lydian
merchant communities of Asia Minor in the east and Aiyonian trading
companies in the west for the convenience of their business enterprises
introduced coins in their respective areas. As no regal symbols or effigies were
struck on these coins so it is logically assumed that these were privately
circulated coins. In this connection it may be mentioned here that in ancient
Greece the coins used to be minted inside the temple areas of their gods and
goddesses.” At that time it was very safe to keep gold-silver and other valuables
within the four walls of the temples. Moreover, in honor of the gods and
goddesses a huge amount of gold and silver were offered to and preserved in the
temples of that time. In this way every god’s temple became a treasury of wealth
and bullion. Without keeping these valuables idle the priests used to lend them
in profit and usury, and also utilized them in business enterprises. In such
enterprises the wealth of the temples increased to the maximum. For the proper
management and fruitful utilization of the valuables, the priests of every temple
with their own god’s symbol took to minting of temple-based coins.’

The development that occurred in the monetary exchange and transaction in the
ancient human society can be classified into two viz. first the pre-coinage and
second the post-coinage age. As regards the first age various items of exchange
prevalent in the contemporary society mitigated the need of the people before
appearing the small metallic unit in their day to day monetary transaction. In the
case of second age with the introduction of coin the business transaction gained
elasticity, and monetary system reached to a standard form in human society. In
the pre-coinage age the barter system (exchange of one item for other) came to
mitigate the need of the people in procuring their daily necessities of life. In this
stage the exchangeable items of various kinds on fixing their relative values were
used as medium of monetary transaction. Besides the metallic pieces, the conch-
shells, the cowraies and the pieces of silken cloth were used for the purpose of
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selling and buying in those days.® Pertinently it may be mentioned here that in
ancient Greece three stages of development could be noticed in the case of the pre-
coinage age. First one is the pre-metallic age. During this time in lieu of the
minted coin a transferable and handy thing even it be an animate object could be
used for day today’s monetary transaction. The exchange value of these items was
usually acceptable to both the parties. But sometimes it created complication when
animate object just like the ox was taken for fixing the value. To avoid any
problem and anomaly in the second stage the use of iron and copper started in the
monetary transaction. But as their fractional values had not been specifically
determined so the problem was not altogether wiped out. Hence the third stage
steeped in. In this stage the mineral metals being cut into pieces and fixing their
uniform values for each fraction was circulated in the markets as coins.” Thus this
scheme facilitated the trade and commerce in human society along with fulfilling
their daily needs.

In view of this trend regarding the gradual development of ancient coinage
system, as the backdrop of the Muslim coinage a brief survey of the circulation
of the coins in the east seems to be highlighting on the subject. At the advent of
Islam two mighty empires reigned supreme, one the Sassanid of Persia in the
east and the Byzantines (eastern Roman empire) in the north-west of Jaziratul
Arab (the Arabian Peninsula). Both the empires had their own coinage system.
But the coins of ancient Persia were quite different from those of later times.
When the Persian power under the leadership of Syras (550-529 BC) conguered
Lydia then the coins were struck in imitation of those of Lydian with a bit
modification. Leaving aside the coins of a few Greek city states and the Persian
dominated provinces two types of coins were in circulation all over the Persian
empire. The gold coins were called darikand the silver coins sigly or shikel.2On
the obverse of the gold coin darik the effigy of the emperor in the motion of
throwing arrows was depicted. On the reverse was embossed the special shapes
of punch mark. These were of pure gold with heavy weight. The silver coins
were like the darik in shape, but in weight it was two-third of a darik.” On
assessment it is found that twenty shikel coins were equal to a darik coin. Till
the fall of the Persian empire the darik and shikel coins were in circulation
throughout the empire from the west of Asia Minor to China in the east.

After the fall of the Persian empire changes became visible in the realm of
coinage. With the conquest of Persia the Greek hero Alexander (356-323 BC)
brought changes in the previous administrative structure of Asia as well as in the
coinage system. He discarded all the previous coins and introduced new coins with
his effigy in imitation of the Greek coinage throughout his conquered territories.
After the death of Alexander the emperors of the Selucid dynasty of Syria replaced
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the Persian emperors. From the time of Selucas (312-280 BC), the general of
Alexander and founder of the dynasty till the time of Tygreen the coins were
exquisitely minted all over the country extending from the Ageansea to the Gobi
desert. The emperors used to imprint their own effigies on the coins to indicate the
time-span of their respective reigns. The Selucidempire of Greeco-Syria started
falling from the first half of the 3™ BC at the time of Antiwakas 11. All the
countries under this empire began to gain freedom one by one. The result was that
the countries like the Arab, Armenia, Mesopotamia and Bacteria minted
independently the coins of their own. Taking the opportunity of this chaotic
situation the Parthian hero Absases conducting the revolt successfully on the south
shore of the Caspian ocean won to achieve the freedom of Persia from the emperor
of the Selucid dynasty in about 248 BC. In succeeding centuries sundry dynasties
sprang up in these areas and the rulers minted coins to show their separate entity.
Though the Shok and Hun tribal people of the border of far eastern China tried to
conquer eastern areas of the Persian empire and to mint the coins, but could not
succeed in their ventures. As such the territorial expanse of the Parthian empire of
Persia was well consolidated and fortified. This great Parthian empire of the east
could be divided into three regions viz. 1. Armenia, Syria and the vast land
situated on the shore of the Tigris river and Caspian sea; 2. Central Asia and
3.Afghanistan and Indian Sub-Continent. The coins of the countries of the first
two categories of the Parthian empire had little difference in their characteristics.*

The Parthian in the second century BC under the leadership of their great emperor
Mithradeteser consolidated their power in Central Asia after its conquest, and for
about some centuries defended the country against the attack of the Greek and
Roman in one side and the Hun in the other. Their circulated coins were of two
kinds viz. 1. rigal or the royal coins and 2. civic or the municipal coins. The royal
silver coins of the Parthian named attic drachm bear the weight of 60 to 65 grains,
and the same type of effigy and symbol did appear on the obverse and reverse of the
circulated coins. On the obverse of the coins was engraved the portrait of the
reigning monarch and on the reverse that of the founder monarch of the empire
Arsases in sitting position holding a bow in his hand. But the civic coins were in
circulation under the half dominated Greek cities of Persia and Mesopotamia. These
coins were four times heavy in weight than the royal ones and were ornamented
with various symbols and motifs.* To fulfill the demand of the people along with
the silver coins in both the kinds the copper coins were struck throughout their
conquered territories. The Parthian emperors continued to strike the name of
Arsases, the founder of the dynasty in their coins to honor him. Some of them used
to strike the titles like the “Mighty Emperor’ or the ‘Emperor of the Emperors’ on
their coins.”” Later on under the Muslim rulers such sense bearing titles were seen
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appearing on their coins. The titles like Sultan al-A‘zam, Khagan al-M‘azzam,
Sultan al-Salatin, Shahan Shah-i-Zaman and Shahan Shah-i Bar wa Bahr used to
appear on the coins of the Turko-Afghan Sultans and on those of the Mughal
Emperors of Indian sub-Continent bear the meaning of ‘Mighty Emperor’.*®

Tentatively in 220 CE the heroes of the Sassanids of Persia revolted against their
Parthian masters, and defeating them they established their supremacy in Asia.
Avrtajarjesh or Ardashir was the founder emperor of this dynasty.** This Sassanid
dynasty as a great power supremely ruled the east from the third century CE to the
seventh century CE till the Muslim conquest of the region. The Sassanid coins
generally of silver were more superior than those of the Parthian. These were of
thin and broad fabric weighing like 67 grain attic drachm. They also minted the
gold coins casually in imitation of the Roman solidi, the weight being 110 to 116
grain. Even the copper coins were in circulation during their times. The bust of the
emperor along with his name and title around in Pahlavi letters was engraved on
the obverse of their coins. On the reverse of the coins was found inscribed the
mint-name and the issuing-date. In short it may be said about the indicator points
of all the Sassanid coins that on the obverse could be found the bust of the
reigning monarch with his name and title, and on the reverse the fire-altar attended
by two priests in both sides.” The Sassanid coins with the above characteristics
were in circulation till the conquest of the Arab Muslims (tentatively in 641 CE).
The Sassanid silver coins may be regarded as the forerunner of the Muslim dirham
coins.

The Byzantine coins were struck generally in gold and bronze or copper. The
dinar (gold) and fals (copper) coins of the Muslims were minted in imitation of
the Byzantine gold and copper coins. The eastern Roman empire ruled from the
capital Constantinople were generally known as the Byzantine empire. So
naturally the characteristics and other peculiarities of the Roman coins were found
to be reflected on those of the Byzantine coins. In 269 BC for the first time the
silver coins with the denomination of denarius were in circulation in Rome. But
Gaius Julius Caesar (100-44 BC) in 49 BC introduced fine type of gold coins
which after his death were in circulation with the nomenclature of orious in the
Roman empire. One oriousgold coin was equal to 25 denarius or silver coins.
Later on under the Greek emperors anomalies disturbed the sound coinage system
of the empire. For the remedy the Greek emperor Dayacliton in 269 CE stopped
minting all the previous coins of different denominations, and struck new gold and
silver coins with the denomination of orious and denarius respectively. Besides,
he minted two types of copper coins with the denomination of follies and dinarius.
This coinage system produced good results for the trade and commerce of the
country. The emperor Constantine reducing the face value of the gold coin orious
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renamed it in Latin solidus and in Greek numisma.'® These coins were in
circulation till the end of the Greek empire.

The Byzantine coins consisting of the gold, silver and bronze were circulated
throughout the empire following the coinage system of the preceding Greeco-
Roman empires. But actually from the time of emperor Anastacius (491-518 CE)
the Byzantine coins got its own entity. From this time onward till the time of the
conquest of Constantinople by the Ottoman Sultan Muhammad 11 the Byzantine
coins could be categorized under seven stages. The first stage starts from the time
of Anastacius 1 and ends in Constantain 1v (-685 CE) and crossing the successive
five stages the seventh stage starts with Michael v111 and ends in the fall of
Constantinople (1261-1453 CE)."” From all the seven stages only the Byzantine
coinage of the first stage (491-685 CE) had its impact on the introduction of
Muslim coinage. Hence the characteristics of the Byzantine coins of this period
could be considered for study. Because after this period the Muslims had their
own coins with new vision. The gold coin could be considered as the royal
coinage of the Byzantine empire. It was regarded as solidus and in some cases as
numismafor monetary transaction.'® The term orious meant for gold coin and the
term denarious for silver coin being unified were equally applied for the
Byzantine gold coins in later times. The gold coins circulated by the Muslims in
subsequent times most probably being derived from the terms denarious and
orious were denominated as dinar. The Byzantine gold coins were round and
dumpy and minted in the capital city under the direct control of the emperors. The
minting and circulation of the silver coins were very limited. The Byzantine
bronze coins as standard one were minted under the denomination of the follies. In
later times the bronze or copper coins of the Muslims were minted under the
Arabic denomination of fals or falus. On the Byzantine coins could be found as
royal symbols the portraits of the emperors, their busts and the portraits of the
royal family and as religious insignia the cross, the portraits of the Christ and
Mary and later on the portraits of the holy personages. The portraits engraved on
the contemporary coins throw light on the physique and the royal dress of the
Byzantine emperors, thereby focusing on the cultural manifestation of the
particular periods. As an example four types of the portraits of emperor Heraclius
are put here. Pointed and half-shaved beard, half-shaved beard, helmet-worn half-
cut beard and crown-wearing long beard.” In the portrait varieties of the coin-prints
may be sought ethnological materials for human study and that may help expanding
the horizon of the inquisitiveness of the social scientists.

On the coins are found to be carven the various kinds of animal figures from very
ancient time. Generally these animal figures were engraved to indicate a symbolic
concept of religion or royal dignitary. Hence for their identity and explanation we
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need to go back to the times in which these were prevalent. Possibly for the first time
in the Greek coins the animal and such other species as symbolic expression for the
desired object were engraved. Later on this type of symbolic use spread to the coins of
the west and the east with specified objects. This indicates either to the contemporary
religious proclivity or to the regal might.”

In light of above discussion it may be opined that as a tiny archaeological unit the
coin from numismatic view-point may play vital role in unearthing untapped
materials which could be utilized for the in depth study of history where fits, in its
multidimensional aspects. Hence the scholars, the researchers and the advanced
students may feel impetus to the study of numismatics.
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The Exploration of Al-Biruni in India
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Abstract: Abt Rayhan bin Ahamed, alias Al-Biruni was an lIranian origin genius
and polymath lived during the Islamic golden age. He is regarded as one of the
greatest scholars of the medieval Islamic era; who was expert in physics,
mathematics, astronomy, natural sciences, history, and languages. At the age of
forty-four, Al-Biruni came in India with Sultan Mahmud. Hetravelled many parts of
India during the fourteen years (1017-1030AD) for exploring the Hindu faith. He
learnt Sanskrit and local vocabularies to make an intensive study on India and wrote
a book entitled Tarikh Al-Hind or Kitab Al Hind (History of India). This
encyclopaedic work explored a vast array of topics of Indian society, religion,
culture, tradition, custom, science etc. The immense value of this monumental work
earned him the title ‘“founder of Indology’. This present paper examines scientifically
the inquisitive mind of Al-Biruni exclusively on the contemporary Indian society,
culture and religion.

Abl Rayhan bin Ahamed, commonly known as Al-Biruni in Arabic and Biruni in
Persian, was born on 360H or 973AD, at Kyat in an Iranian family under the
territory of Khwarazm of Afrighid dynasty. Khwarazm is now called Khiva, which
encompasses modern-day western Uzbekistan, and northern Turkmenistan
in central Asia. In 1973, Kyat, the birthplace of Al-Biruni, named as Birun to
commemorate the thousand years birth centenary of Al-Biruni. The meaning of
Biruni is foreigner; because his forefathers migrated from Iran. However;
this Iranian origin genius and polymath lived during the Islamic golden age. He is
regarded as one of the greatest scholars of the medieval Islamic era who was well
versed in physics, mathematics, astronomy, and natural sciences, and also
distinguished himself as a historian, chronologist and linguist. He, therefore, is
called as the ‘founder of Indology’, ‘father of comparative religion’, father of
modern geodesy’, and ‘the first anthropologist’ for his various scientific works.
He was fluent in Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit as well as in his native language
Khwarzamian, and also conversant inthe classical language like
Greek, Hebrew and Syriac. He spent the first twenty-five years of his life at the
capital of Ghaznavid dynasty; then he left for Samanid ruler Mansur Il in Bukhara,
where he meet with Ibn Sina and these two scholars exchanged their views on
different subjects in great extent.!

It is known to allthat great poet Firdausi retained the place of honour at the court
of Sultan Mahmud. But Al-Biruni never took any service at the court of Ghazna.

* Professor, Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of Calcutta, India.
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He enjoyed the reputation of a great munajjim (astrologer-astronomer), and
perhaps; for this quality, he had relations with sultan Mahmud.? In 1017 AD,
Mahmud accompanied forty-four years old Al-Biruni as astrologer at the time of
expedition in India. However he did not return home with Mahmud. He stayed
here for almost fourteen years (1017-1030AD), traversed many parts of India, and
came in contact with wise men for exploring the Hindu faith, learnt Sanskrit and
local vocabularies to make an intensive study on Indian culture, customs and
religion. He was the first Muslim who authored a book on Indian culture,
philosophy, religion as well as on Indian science and nature entitled Tarikh Al-
Hind or Kitab Al Hind (History of India). The immense value of this monumental
work earned him the title “founder of Indology’.

This encyclopaedic work explored nearly every aspect of Indian life, including
religion, history, geography, geology, science, and mathematics. He expressed his
objective with simple eloquence. The objective of this bookregarding the Hindus
has been reflected in his candid remarks,

‘I shall not produce the arguments of our antagonists in order to refute such of
them, as | believe to be in the wrong. My book is nothing but a simple historic
record of facts. | shall place before the reader the theories of the Hindus exactly as
they are, and | shall mention in connection with them similar theories of the
Greeks in order to show the relationship existing between them.”®

The book did not confine itself with tedious records of battle, because Al-Biruni
felt the importance of socio-cultural history of a community than political
affairs.In spite of his little interest on political and military history, Al-Biruni did
record important dates and actual sites of significant battle fields, chronicled
stories of Indian rulers and pointed out, how did they rule over their people with
their beneficial activities for the interest of the nation. On the other hand; he
depicted a vast array of topics of Indian society and culture, including traditions
and customs. He explored religion within a rich cultural context.

Al-Biruni wrote most of his memorable works in Arabic as the popular and
scientific language of his age. Nevertheless, he composed few books in Persian
also. His Persian version book on science, Al-Tafhim gained importance in reader
circle. While he was in India, he translated a good number of prominent Arabic
books in Sanskrit and fewmain books on Hinduism from Sanskrit into Arabic.
Unfortunately, most of his book are not found except the two prominent books on
Hinduism, translated by Al-Biruni into Arabic. One of them is Samkha where he
discussed the origins and description of all created beings’ and the other is
Patangali, where the emancipation of the soul from the fetters of the body has
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been explained.’ The main dogmas of the Hinduism are delineated in this two
books.

Now it is an almost impossible task to cover every topic of Tarikh Al-Hind in a
small article. Hence the attitude of Al-Biruni towards the Hindu society and
religion of the eleventh century India will be pointed out in this writing.

Al-Biruni was a pioneer scholar in the study of comparative religion. Apart from
Islam, to write his book, Tarikh Al-Hind, he studied carefully Zoroastrianism,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and strived to understand them on their own terms rather
than trying to prove them wrong. He realised, ‘all cultures are at least distant
relatives of all other cultures because they are all human constructs. Therefore Al-
Biruni argued, ‘there is a common human element in every culture that makes all
cultures distant relatives.’

Al-Biruni described in details the pervading rigid caste system and its spirit of
seclusion among the Hindus in India. He had given various examples with
explanation. Some of them may be mentioned here. He said, early marriages were
largely in vogue. The custom of sati was very common and there was negation of
widow remarriage. In this connection, he criticised the hypocrisy of the Brahmin
scholars; because they were least interested for explaining of the scientific values
of ancient texts, rather they preferred to mislead the masses being steeped in
ignorance and superstitious.® Al-Biruni divided the Hindus between the educated
and uneducated classes. He described the educated class as a monotheistic andthey
believed inthe one eternal, omnipotent God. He recognized that the uneducated
Hindus of the rural regions used to worship many gods and goddess, also he
pointed out that even some Muslims (such as the Jabiriyya) had
adopted anthropomorphic concepts of the God.

He witnessed thatthe Hindus were very proud for their country, kings, religion,
culture and sciences. Al-Biruni did not like such type of attitude of the Hindus and
therefore, he thought them to be ‘haughty, foolishly vain, self-conceited and
stolid.”” He mentioned some prevailing Hindu customs and culture in his book,
which were not familiar with the Muslims, i.e. ‘the Hindus eat singly, one by one,
on a table cloth of dung. They do not make use the remainder of a meal and the
plates from which they have been eaten are thrown way if they are earthen. They
drink wine before having eaten anything, and then they take their meal. They drink
the stall of cows but they do not eat their meat. “In all consultations and
emergencies they take advice of the women.” ‘In their meetings they sit cross-
legged.” “They consider crepitus ventris as a good omen, sneezing as a bad omen.’
“They wrote the title of the book at the end of it, not at the beginning.” etc. etc.?
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Al-Biruni's raised the pertinent question in his book, ‘why did many contemporary
Hindus show their discontent towardsthe Muslims or the feeling of hatred
prevailed in the hearts of the Hindus?’ He explainedin his own way with few
practical reasons. The first reason is that Hinduism and Islam are totally different
from each other in respect of language, religion, manners and customs. Secondly,
the Hindus regarded, ‘the Muslims do everything as opposite of all that is good
and proper.” He replied that, ‘The Muslims believe in nothing in which the Hindus
do believe’. Al-Biruni referred that the Hindus always tried to make distance from
the Muslims for their alien culture and customs; and decreed the Muslims as
mlechha.? From the point of view; they used to frighten their children by imitating
the Muslims dresses and customs. Thirdly, the complete banishment of the
follower of Lord Buddha from central Asia by the Muslims, the expedition of
Muhammad bin Qasim in India - all these disastrous events planted a deeply
rooted hatred in the hearts of the Hindus. Fourthly, the Hindus had suffered by the
Muslims destructive attacks on many of their cities and they were cruelly
exploited and plundered. Last but not least, he had accused the Hindus for their
deficiencies in curiosity and apathy towards the history and religion of the world
communities.

Al-Biruni praised his employer as the founder of Islam in India, without incurring
any risks, although he did not support the way of invasions of sultan Mahmud."
He expressed his words in this way, ‘Mahmud utterly ruined the prosperity of the
country (of India), and performed those wonderful exploits by which the Hindus
became like atoms and dust scattered in all directions, and like a tale of old in the
mouth of the people.”** Such a remark, regarding the ruining of prosperity of the
country, from a Muslim intellectual, surely damaged the image of a ghazi like
Mahmud.* The author wanted to express by the statement against his supermen
that his countrymen had been suffered several times owing to misrule and
oppression of sultan Mahmud. May be he compared their situations with the
Indians, perhaps, that inspired him with sympathy for the Hindus."® Certainly the
Hindus and their world of thought have a paramount, fascinating reverence for Al-
Biruni , because of his liberal thought and what he enquired with the greatest
predilection into every Indian subject.**

The real objects of Mahmud’s famous expeditions were plundered Indian wealth
and filled the treasury with gold. It was with this view, he cut his way through
enormous distances to the richest temples at Taneswar, Mathura, Kanoj, and
Somnath.” To Mahmud the Hindus were infidels, so they should be dispatched to
hell as soon as they refused to be plundered. On the contrary, Al-Biruni praised
the intellectual level of the Hindus as excellent philosophers, good mathematicians
and astronomers. He duly appreciated with warm-hearted words of approbation
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regarding the mental achievements of the Hindus.”® At the same time, he did not
conceal whatever he considered wrong and unpractical of the Hindus.
Interestingly; he naively believed himself as superior than the Hindus. He
sincerely believed that originally all men were alike, pure and virtuous, and they
worshipped one Almighty God, but in the course of time, the dark passions of the
crowd had giventhe birth of difference religions, philosophical and political
persuasions, and idolatry. Al-Biruni opined, ‘The first cause of idolatry was the
desire of commemorating the dead and of consoling theliving; but on this basis it
has developed, and has finally become a foul and pernicious abuse.”*’

Sometimes, Al-Biruni had compared between the Muslims and the Hindus and
categorically explained the superiority of Islam over Brahmanism in India. He
sketched a comparative pen picture regarding the democratic equality of the
Muslim men with the cast ridden Hindu societies, the matrimonial law of Islam
with degraded forms of it in India, the cleanliness and decency of the Muslims
with the filthy customs of the Hindus. With all this, his recognition of Islam was
not without a tacit reserve. He never attacked Islam, but he criticised the Arabs. To
his mind, the Arabs destroyed the civilisation of Iran and the glory of ancient
Arabs were certainly not better than the Zoroastrian of Iran. Whenever he had
spoken of a dark side in Hindu life, he at once turned round sharply to compare the
manners of the ancient Arabs, and declared unhesitatingly that they wereequal
bad. This could only be meant as a hint to the Muslim reader not to be too haughty
towards the poor bewildered Hindu, trodden by the savage hordes of sultan
Mahmud, and not to forget that the founders of Islam, too, were certainly no
angels.'® Al-Biruni never did support the Muslim Ghazi who wanted to convert the
Hindus or to kill them, rather he had been pursuing an impartial research on the
Hindu society and culture in the midst of a world of clashing swords, burning
towns, and plundered temples. The author had never forgotten to afford the
necessary information and training to ‘any one (in Islam) who wants to converse
with the Hindus and to discuss with them questions of religion, science or
literature, on the very basis of their own civilisation.”*

Al-Biruni had always given fair judgement on any issues of his writing. He
showed liberal attitude particularly towards Indian people and he did his best to
bring out the good aspects of the customs, philosophy and culture of the Hindus.
His dispassionate analysis of facts was acclaimed by all his critics. So all his
compilations including, Tarikh Al-Hind played a prominent role to create a sort of
rapprochement in between the rich cultural heritage of central Asia and the life-
perception and philosophical thought of ancient India. It is, therefore, reasonable
to say that Al-Biruni deserves the title as an indologist than a historian.?’ Akbar
Salauddin Ahmed regarded him as the first anthropologist, because, like modern
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anthropologists, he engaged himself in extensive participation, observation with a
given group of people, learnt their local languages and studied their primary texts,
presenting his findings with objectivity and neutrality using cross-cultural
comparisons.”* The contemporary scholars had given him the title al-ustadh or
master for his historical explanation and remarkable comments regarding the early
eleventh century India. Arabic thinker Fazlullah Rashiduddin aptly commented
that Al-Biruni excelled all his contemporaries in the sciences of philosophy,
mathematics and geometry.?? He was the only Arab writer who investigated the
antiquities of the east in the true spirit of historical criticism.?® His first biographer
Shamsud Din Muhammad Shahrazuri wrote about him that his pen was never off
from writing and his eyes were always fixed on the pages of the books, except the
two days.” After half a century of his death, renowned Arabic scholar Abul Fazal
Baihagi claimed that Al-Biruni was the greatest scholar of his time in the
discipline of philosophy, mathematics and geometry.”®

The dispassionate account of Hinduism given by Al-Biruni was remarkable for its
time. He stated that he was fully remaining unbiased like a proper historian. Al-
Biruni documented everything about India just as it happened. Some of the
accounts of information that he was given by natives of the land may not have
been reliable in terms of complete accuracy, however, he tried his best level to be
as honest as possible in his writing.To assess the contribution of Al-Biruni on
India in connection with Tarikh Al-Hind, Mohammad Yasin wrote compared with
full praise that India ‘a quiet magic island’, and Tarikh Al-Hind ‘an impartial
research in the midst of a world of clashing swords, burning towns, and plundered
temples.’® Biruni's writing was very poetic and lucid with immense historical
value for the work of modern times.

After his death, the importance of the work of Al-Biruni had not been assessed
properly. It was only hundreds of years later in the West that his books became
read and referenced. The British rulers referred his book on India as viable
relevant document during their rule in India from the 17th century. A film about
his life, Abu Raykhan Biruni, was released in the Soviet Union in 1974.7" Lunar
crater Al-Biruni, has been seen by Apollo 14on the far side of the Moon. The lunar
crater Al-Biruni and the asteroid 9936 Al-Biruni were named in his honour.? In
June 2009, Iran donated a pavilion to the United Nations office in Vienna; placed
in the central Memorial Plaza of the Vienna International Centre, where the statues
of four prominent Iranian scholars namely, Avicenna, Abu Rayhan Biruni,
Zakariya Razi (Rhazes) and Omar Khayyam has been installed being named

the ‘scholars pavilion’.?
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Orientation of the Waqf in Early Islam (620-661 C.E)
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Abstract: Prophet Muhammad (SAW) introduced various systems in his life for the
cause of Islam. Wagqf, which is one of the most prominent and distinctive charitable
and philanthropic institutions since the advent of Islam. Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
had given great importance of waqgf in different times. The benefits of wagfs are said
to have been enjoyed by all the sections of the people in different ways. The main
objective of the creation of wagf was to provide financial assistance to the needy and
poor persons for religious, educational and several purposes. Therefore; wagf rapidly
grew up in the Islamic societies across the world. After the Prophet, the institution of
Waqf greatly developed during the tenure of Pious Caliphs particular during the
Caliphate of Hazrat Umar and Hazrat Usman. Now; it becomes worldwide
phenomena.

The paper analyses the origin and development of the Wagf during the period of early
Islamic history and its social and religious importance and benefits in our community
life.

Key Words: Wagf, maktab, madrasah, Prophet Muhammad (SAW), Pious Caliphs.

With the advent of Islam immense changes brought in this universe by the
implementation of numerous reforms being initiated and propounded by the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). Of them, Wagf, the Islamic endowment, has its
prominence place in the Islamic thought as well as in Islamic history. Wagf which
was started its evolution by the Prophet of Islam, derived from the Arabic word
Wagafa being originated from Arab. It means permanent dedication of own
belongings in the way of Almighty for the use of pious and religious purposes.
Wagf is a pious religious endowment of a person who professed Islam would
surrender his ownership-right of his own for the sake of Almighty God for pious,
religious and other charitable purposes as recognised and assigned by the Shariyah
or Islamic Jurisprudence in order to get benefit Aakhirat i.e. the Day of
Judgement. The founding of a Wagf means the extermination of the right of
property without transferring this right to some other party. The founder also
surrenders the power of disposal of the returns or the usufruct that the Waqgf may
yield, person has the right to specify the uses of the income from his dedicated
property on the condition permitted by Islamic Law.

* Research Student, Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of Calcutta, Kolkata,
India.
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The instrument of a Wagf specifies any or all of the following; the uses of the
income, the beneficiaries, the priorities of the expenditure, the person or persons
who will administer the property, and the powers those administrator may have.
Waqgf has prime importance for a variety of issues such as colonisation,
urbanisation, education and institution in forms of mosque, idgah, madrasah,
jamia, khangah, Imambaraha, magbarah, (grave/graveyard), takia, yatimkhana,
rauza, robat, serai, shefakhana, kutubkhana etc and or any landed properties. The
Wagqgf or endowment being created by a pious Muslim has unique feature for
permanence on socio-economic bargain in Islam. In the words of Gregory C.
Kozlowski, it can say that “Awgaf are ‘endowment’ in the general sense that they
are gifts made to individuals as well as institution”.*

Holy Quran is silent to speak anything about the Waqf but directed to pay the
Zakat (the religious tax) annually and charity likes Sadgah (alms to the poor
Muslim) for the help of the poor and backward Muslim community and for the
prosperity of the society as well. But the existence of the Wagf may be traced from
the Holy Quran wherein Al-Mighty says inSurah Al-Araaf, Aayat no: 54 that, “
Inna Rabbokomul Lahullazi Khalagas Samawate Wal Ardaa Fi Sittatey Aiyyamin
Summastawa Alalarshey Yughsil Lailan Nahara Yatlobohu HasisaunWash
Shamsa WalQamara Wan Nojuma Musakh Kharatin Be Amrehi Ala LahulKhalgo
Wa Amro Tanbarakal Laho Rabbul Aalamin® (There is no doubt your Lord
created the skies covered them with the clouds and earth in six days and put them
into day and night; and created moon and sun and stars which surrounds according
to the command of your Lord Who is the Great and the Lord of entire universe. As
such it is revealed that Al-Mighty God created all things and assigned the all in the
universe for the human beings. So, we can say the entire creations have been
assigned as Wagf for the purpose and utilization of human beings and He is who
dedicates as 1" Wagf.

Early Wagf:

However, the earliest Waqf is said to have believed that the holy Kabah in Makkah
and the family Wagf of Mashhad al-Khalil in Hebron (the cave of Machpelah in
Kirjatharba) both of which are to be regarded as oldest Wagfs, established and
founded by the Prophet Abraham, the forefather of Prophet Muhammad, near
about 1860 B.C as inscribed by the Islamic traditions.> The former was,
accordingly, dedicated for the worship of Almighty whereas the later was
remained for family purpose of Prophet Abraham, wherein he and his children and
later Prophets like Prophet Isaac (Ishaque) and Prophet Jacob (Yaqub) and their
families led to bury.’According to the Holy Quran Prophet Abraham was directed
to build a House of the Almighty. So, Abraham and his son Ismail constructed the
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holy Kabah where they started prayer for reorganization of Almighty.
Consequently, the holy Kabah is said to be believed as the first Islamic
endowment.

Wagf under the Prophet Muhammad (SAW):

The descendants of Ismail settled in the Arab moved towards in search of
prosperity but left the teaching as supervised and guided by their forefather and
established their authority in forms of many tribes such day in the history came to
known as the period of Jahilyah or the period of Ignorance. The pagan Arabs had
nothing anything about any institution pertaining to Wagf and submitted to their
own belief and satisfaction even Muslim jurists also believed that there was no
existence of any presidencies for the religious endowment in the pre-Islamic
Arabia. In spite of all they had their faith over the Kabah but worshipped
superstition instead of Tauhid or the oneness of Almighty and the matters of their
life used to settle therein. Al Baladhuri, observed that “the City was scan and ran
under the supervision of council of the elders called Al-Mala and for the
transaction of business, the leading citizens met in hall called Dar-un-Nadwa and
the general meeting of the citizen was settled in the Court of holy Kabah”.
Generally, the functions and administration particulars of the Kabah were
entrusted upon the family of the Quraish in Mecca. All these systems were run till
the advent of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW).

Having crowned as the Prophet at the age of 40 (forty), Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) started his mission amongst the ignorance and pagan Arabs. On his call
people at some but later at large warmly embraced the Islam as a religion. Prophet
left no barricade for the preaching of Islam in all around of the Arabian Peninsula
in the midst of pagan Arabs shattered the brightness of Islam in the life of the
Saracens in order to achieve their accomplishment both for the worldly life and for
the day of judgement. But the torture over the Muslims and the death of Hazrat
Khadija and Abi Talib at the 10" years of the mission very much shocked the great
Prophet.” This incidents paved the way to start his migration i.e. Hijrah to the
Yathrib after the second pledge of Agabah. Thus migration to the Yathrib started a
new era for the propagation of Islam and its jurisprudence as well as for the
accomplishment of the authority of the Prophet.

However, the migration proved great changes in the character of the Muslims.
Before arrival in the Yathrib, Prophet spent few days at place named Quba where
a mosque is said to have built at the instruction of the Prophet, which is regarded
as the first Wagf for the house of Almighty in early Islamic period followed with
the construction of second Masjid-e-Wagf at the valley of Ranuna where a piece
of land was acquired with settlement of Banu Salimtribe.® At the arrival of



©o TS wrieiier, oo 2forn ¢ egfe

Yathrib, the Prophet accompanied with his companions warmly welcomed by the
city dwellers who were entitled as Ansar (the helper) and those who came along
with the Prophet was addressed as Muhajir (the Exile). The people of Yathrib
named their town there as Madinat-un-Nabi, the city of the Prophet.” As such the
Yathrib was replaced by the name of Madinah.

In Madinah, the prophet sought for the construction of mosque in the new city as
there was no specific place for the worship of the Muslim. The Prophet tendered
his desire to purchase the land after searching in the suitable place. Many of the
companions from the Ansar immediately came forward and offered their desire to
donate their land for the construction of a mosque but the Prophet decided land
would be purchase while paying its proper valuation and observed that the land
would be selected where camel of the holy Prophet would be halted.
Subsequently, the land where camel was halted at its own choice which was
belonged to two orphan children who offered their desire to make it gift but the
great Prophet was not agreed to have it and decided to accept it on a ground after
paying of its proper value to those orphanages as he tendered. Hazrat Abu Baker
came forward immediately and made the payment as per valuation as decided by
the terms and condition by the Prophet.? Consequently, the Mosque was dedicated
as wagf for the sake of Almighty and named as Masjid-un-Nabwi. It was the first
Wagqf that Madinah has ever produced. However, the Mosque was not only
confined with the Al-Salat, Islamic prayer but also use as the head quarter where
Prophet used to deliberate and issued necessary order in the affairs of all the
matters relating to political, social, economical matter therein by establishing
Majlis-e-Shurah or the Council of elders. After discussion and his endorsement,
the Prophet used to perform the Shariyah, administration as well as other activities
of Islamic empire by issuing initiative farman (deliberation) and Parwana (Order).

The existence of the dedication of the Waqf in forms of landed property came into
vogue when the incident of Khayber happened. Conquest of Khayber upon the
Jews of Madinah paved the way to intermediate connection with idea of Ard-al-
Wagf or endowment of land. In Madinah, Prophet Mohammad during his time
dedicated a piece of land which was acquired in the canton of Khaybar and
assigned it as Wagf in order to provide facilities in support of the musafir.’
According to a tradition which is rooted from a Hadith, once Hazrat Umar,
solicited when a land on Khayber he acquired as Khams or Ghanimat-ul-Khayer
(War-booty) on what best to do with his booty before the Holy Prophet who
observed his valuable opinion and suggested that “if you like, you may hold the
booty as Waqf and give its fruits as charity”.’® According to Jamaul Trimizi as
speaks by Ghaitul Bayan, “the validity of Waqf is founded on the rule laid down
by the Prophet himself under the following circumstances, and handed down in
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succession by Ibn Auf, Nafi and Ibn Umar as stated. Hazrat Umar, the 2™ Caliph,
had acquired a piece of land in (the canton of) Khaybar. He proceeded to the
Prophet and sought his counsel, to make most pious use of it, (whereupon) the
Prophet observed and suggested that, ‘tie up the property (asl or corpus) and
devote the usufructs to human beings, and it is not to be sold or made the subject
of gift or inheritance, devote its produced to your children, your kindred and the
poor in the way of God”.** Thus holy Prophet created a link with the Quranic
thought of Zakat and Sadgah with the idea to the Waqf and paved the way for the
establishment of permanent charity by the elite Muslim in order to provide support
to the poor Muslim elite and to get its benefit, enrichment and reward from the
Almighty God for the day of judgment. The doctrine of Wagqf is thus interwoven
with the entire religious and socio-economic condition of Muslim community.

Wagf during the age of Pious Caliphates:

The age of holy Prophet came into an end in the year 632 AC or 11 A.H."? Hazrat
Abu Baker saluted as the first Khalifah of Islam. He preferred to remain himself as
Khilafat ur Rasool Allah (the Caliph of the Prophet of the Lord) instead of
Khilafat Allah (Caliph of the Lord). The Caliphate of Hazrat Abu Baker was
contested with the False Prophet and Apostasy Movement and other internal
conflicts and controversies such as refusal of paying of Zakat (alms to the poor) by
the misguided Muslim but he achieved his success by removing all such obstacles
and tried to establish complete Islamic authorities all over the mighty Islamic
empire which left by the Prophet. During the regime of Hazrat Abu Baker Quranic
verses first time appeared in written form. The reason behind this was that a huge
being guided and suggested number of companions of the Prophet martyred in the
holy war and by the decision the Majlis-e-Shurah, Abu Baker issued an ordered to
write al-Quran in the skin of the cattle. Though the Caliphate of Abu Baker was
lasted two and half year (632-634) but in this short period he proved his
accomplishment with his best for the sake of Islam. That is why Justice Ameer Ali
observes that “Like his Master, Abu Baker was extremely simple in his habit;
gentle but firm, he devoted all his energies to the administration of the new born
State and to the good of the people”. During the end of his life, Caliph Abu Baker
endowed all his personal properties as well as belongings assigned as Wagf for his
children and other pious, religious and charitable purposes.*®

Umar bin Al-Khattab popularly known as Umar the great, was succeeded as
second caliph by Hazrat Abu Baker in the year 634 C.E.**His accession to the
throne of Caliphate was immense value to the throne of Caliphate, opened new
era for the expansion as well as prosperity of Islam. Caliph Umar was a man of
strong moral values and a keen sense of justice, possessed of great energy and
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force of character. His caliphate and the reign lasted for a period of ten years (634-
644) which marked great importance in the history of the world. During this
period great conquest made over the Roman and Persian empires. Jerusalem was
subjugated and the banner of Islam was flourished thereupon, thus Islamic empire
was spread as far as East and the West."> Apart from his political measures, Caliph
Umar also proved his efficiencies in the religious affairs. He implemented
numerous reforms during his age by taking initiative measures for the well
management and good administration for the sake of Islamic empire. During the
regime of Caliph Umar, the system of the Waqf was greatly enhanced. The
conquest of Irag was created a major administrative problem particularly in a
province called Sawad which contained an immense amount of land. In the
Caliphate of Umar the Muslim army and Muslim community were larger than that
of Prophet’s time which made it difficult to parcel out the land as booty. The local
Farmers had already occupied the land on the otherhand army also had their
claimed for it. Considering the facts, a group of farmer decided to place the entire
affaires before the Caliph Umar and sought for his valuable solicitation. The
Caliph Umar solicited and a solution was made to make the entire land of Sawad
as endowment. The cultivators continued to plant, harvest and pay a tax or rent but
the most of the surplus would be deposited in favour of Muslim army and income
of a portion had to be sent to the poor and needy believers of the Makkah and
Madinah.*®

Apart from the superior measures in connection with the Islamic endowment or
Wagqf, there was a requirement of proper management and administration of the
Wagf. In order to fulfil such necessity, Caliph Umar who for the first time
established a separate department called Diwan-e-Augaf or the department of
Wagqfs for the well management and proper administration of Wagf of Mosques,
Madrasahs and other religious institutions.” He appointed Qazi in order to take
proper decision whose salary was fixed by the Calpih himself. The Qazi was
entrusted with the task and duty of management for the Diwan-e-Auqgaf as well as
department of Justice and decided the problems relating to administration and
management of Wagqfs as per instruction propounded by the holy Prophet in
accordance of Islamic Jurisprudence. After a glorious reign of ten years and few
months in the year 644 AC, Caliph Umar met his death at the hands of a Persian
slave named Abu Lulu while he was saying prayer in the Mosque of Madinah.
“The death of Umar” says Justice Ameer Ali, “was real calamity to Islam”. He is
said to have been regarded as real founder of the political administration of Islam.
Thus as a conqueror, as an administrator and a statesman, Caliph Umar deserved
to be ranked as one of the greatest ruler of the world has ever produced.*®
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After Caliph Umar succeeded by Usman Bin Affan who was saluted as the third
Caliph of Islam having large numbers of oath of allegiance by the people at large
on 7" November, 644 C.E.”® The Caliphate of Uthman had been divided into two
phase, 1% phase of six years and 2" phase of six years of his Caliphate. During 1%
six years of his Caliphate, he ruled with good reputation and was much liked by
his subject than Umar Bin Al-Khattab. Nobody can deny the fact about the
expansion of Islam was greatly affected during the Caliphate of Uthman. Several
great victories were won; many golden leaves were added to the history of the
Islam and the banner of Islam fluttered right from Morocco down to Kabul. It was
his Caliphate that the first naval conquest of Islam began and the island of Cyprus
was conquered by the Muslim ships. All these showed that the power of Islam was
at the zenith of its glory during the Caliphate of Uthman Bin Affan. But the 2nd
six years of his Caliphate was indulged into controversies. Several charges made
against him by his subject. The people, who once spoken highly of him, brought
several charges afterwards against the innocent Caliph,. If the charges are analysed
one by one, it will reveal to the readers that Uthman was free from the false
accusation brought against him. However, the service of Caliph Uthman cannot be
denied as he did for the sake of new born religion in the time of preaching Islam
by the holy Prophet followed with Caliph Abu Baker and Caliph Umar the great.

Caliph Usman ranked as second after Hazrat Abu Baker. He always stood for the
sake of Islam and spent his savings and earnings for the cause of Islam when and
where it was required. According to the traditions that when Muslims migrated to
Madinah, were facing much difficulties for the drinking water. Muslims solicited
for such grievance before the end of the holy Prophet and informed him about a
well which was known as Rumah or Bir Rom called in the city. It was informed
that the owner of the said well was a Jews who was requested to allow the
Muslims to have it on a condition for special reward in the Paramount but Jew
refused and preferred it to sell it by taking monitory gain. When Hazrat Usman
came into learnt and heard the entire affairs, he immediate by went to the owner
and offered said Jews to buy the said Well and finally it was fixed at twenty
thousand Dirhams, some narrated it was purchase at forty thousand Dirhams.
Finally Uthman paid the amount and assigned the well as Wagf in the name of
Almighty as “Wagf Lillah™ for the use of drinking water by the Muslim at large.
Later on, he too added some miles of land for the use of agriculture products such
as dates and assigned it as Waqf for the poor and needy. Today the Bir Rom or
Rumah is still exist and functioning its service in the holy city of Madinah and the
existing government is utilising the said land for the agricultural purpose and
income of the said benefit use to divide into two, one half is said to have spent in
favour of poor, orphanage and needy and 2™ half deposit in the name of saving
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accounts of Uthman Bin Affan for the other charitable and religious affairs.”’
During his life time, Caliph Uthman also dedicated some of his landed property
which is known as Baruah as Waqf for the maintenance of his children.”

However, Caliph Uthman was hunted at the hands of insurgents. In his last days
misguided hooligan protested against him and taken their oath to end the life of
the Caliph. Special measures and attentions were taken at the advice of Mujlis-e-
Shura. Special security was provided for the safe guard of the old age Caliph. In
spite of tight security the Old age Caliph was assassinated by the insurgents on
17" of June, 656 C.E. After ruled twelve years of his reign the regime of Caliph
Usman ended and his name will remain in the history of the world for the religious
and charitable works for the sake and cause of Islam.?

Under the circumstances of prevailing confusion and anarchies, Ali lIbn Abi Talib
was undoubtedly saluted as the fourth of the pious Caliph on 23" of June, 656
C.E.2 The Caliphate of Ali had distinguished figure during the time of holy
Prophet. Like first three Pious Caliphs, he also played important roles for the sake
and cause of Islam as well as for the betterment of Islamic State. He placed
prominent figure amongst the members of the Majlis-e-Shura. In spite of all, his
Caliphate was surrounded by the internal conflicts and civil wars and it was during
his Caliphate that the Dar-ul-Khilafah or Capital of Islamic Empire was
transferred from Madinah to Kufa. The decision of new capital was initiated for
the own convenience by thecaliph.?* Like his predecessors, Caliph Ali was also a
man kind and generous and pious and religious nature. He dedicated some of his
own estates as wagf in the name of Alimighty, which was situated in the mugaam
of Yenbo (Valley of Quarah) to provide facilities and support for the beggars,
poor, needy and the worshippers.”® Caliph Ali met his death at the hands of Ibn
Muljam, the Kharjite, while he was on his way to say morning-prayer in the
Mosque of Kufa, ended an era and it given the final blow to the reign of pious
Caliphs on 17" of Ramazan 40 A.H/26" of January, 661 C.E.?

However, several indications and traditions have been existed in connection with
the existence of the numerous Waqfs in the early age of Islam by the Prophet and
one after another followed by his companions. Hazrat Zubair Ibn Awwam, a
nephew of the Prophet, is said to have dedicated his estate as Wagf for the
maintenance of his daughter. Hazrat Arkan assigned Wagf his own in favour of his
son. Hazrat Saad bin Abi Waqgqas, the conqueror of Persia under the Caliph Umar,
declared his landed property in Madinah as well as in Egypt as Waqf for the
benefaction of his children and descendants, which is still exist.?” There is a
tradition which is revealed about the family Wagf which was assigned and
endowed by Abu Talha who had a garden in Madinah, assigned it in honour of the
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Prophet but the holy Prophet returned the same to him with the suggestion to
assign it as Waqf for his relatives. Subsequently, Hazrat Talha dedicated the
garden as Sadgah for Ubay and Hassan in accordance of suggestion given by the
holy Prophet.?® According to the sources the other companions of the holy Prophet
such as Ayesha, Asma, Umme Habiba, Safiyah, Khalid Bin Walid, Jaber Bin
Abdullah, Abdullah Bin Zubayer and Zaid Bin Sabit were also assigned and
donated their estates as endowments for the sake and cause of Islam as well as for
their children and other religious and pious purposes. *°

The employment of Waqf propounded by the Prophet followed by the pious
Caliphs, achieved its progress under the Umayyads and then Abbasid and
developed under the patronage later Muslim world where till date through its
utilization numerous religious and charitable works used to initiate for the
progress in the field of social, cultural and economic prosperity .
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Restructuring the University Curriculum after 1920s in
Bengal: Nexus between Peoples’ Desire and Socio-
economic Condition

Dr. Md. Mahmud Alam”

Abstract: To meet the people’s desire of Bengal, to cope up with the changing trends
in higher education, the Government of India appointed The Calcutta University
Commission to reconstruct university education system in Bengal where the
educational community of India especially in Bengal played a vital role through
answering classified replies to Commissioners’ questions. In this article, the
researcher has tried to explore the peoples’ desire and to investigate the nexus
between peoples’ desire and socio-economic condition of Bengal regarding
restructuring the curricula of The University of Calcutta after 1920s. To achieve the
goals the researcher has anchored qualitative and quantitative research approach
where informative, descriptive and historical mode of analysis has been used.
Analysis has been done through using statistical software (SPSS). It is found that,
most of the elements of curriculum, such as the aim of education, content,
instructional resources, instructional processes, assessment and evaluation,
adjustment and educational outcome were taken into consideration in restructuring
the Calcutta University Curriculum. Of all the elements, content was given more
importance that means opening for new subjects of study were recommended by the
commission. The Commission focused on teaching such subjects that are practical
and productive in nature, and could meet for real life need. The reconstruction
process was materialized in the University of Calcutta curricula till 1947.

Key Words: Restructure, Curriculum, University, Nexus, Peoples’ Desire and Socio-
economic.

Introduction

Sixty years after the establishment (1857) of the University of Calcutta the
educational community of India and particularly in Bengal, the Imperial
government of India and the Government of Bengal earnestly felt the necessity of
restructuring university curriculum in Bengal. The Calcutta University
Commission, appointed by the government of India was to find out the subjects of
study omitted in curricula as a part of investigating into the problems of the
university of Calcutta and make recommendation for improvement of university
education. To perform the work, the Commission analyzed and assessed classified
replies from the respondents and got to know the shortcomings, problems and
prospects regarding university curriculum. Views, reactions and recommendations

* Lecturer, History and Civilization Discipline, Khulna University, Khulna.
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found almost same in the replies of the respondents and analysis of the
Commission. In the analysis, elements of curriculum and curriculum development
process were discussed and reviewed in details where existing curriculum in the
University of Calcutta, peoples’ desire and socio-economic condition of Bengal
were received great attention. Important recommendations were given regarding
the content of the Calcutta University curricula along with some other elements. In
this article, background, phenomenon, discussion and analysis have been centered
to the University of Calcutta and elements of curriculum and curriculum
development have been scrutinized through interactive processes.

Definition of Curricula

The word 'Curriculum' was originated from a Latin word currere which means "a
race” or "the course of a race"* In English-speaking tradition the term was used as
the French concept “programme d’études” means “study programme”. In
educational context the word 'Curriculum' was used for the first time in 1576 by a
French philosopher, logician, and rhetorician.? After that the meaning, area and
usage of the word have been changed randomly through the centuries. Considering
the needs, factors, elements and phenomenon educationists define curricula in their
own ways but most of them bear a narrow sense. Such as,

Walker defines that, “a curriculum is a particular way of ordering content and
purposes for teaching and learning. Where content is a list of topics, themes,
concepts, or works to be covered and purposes are the reasons for teaching the
content.”® It is inadequate in the sense that it covers only subject matter and
purposes.

Bell describes that “A curriculum is the offering of socially valued knowledge,
skills and attitude made available to students through a variety of arrangements
during the time they are at school, college or university.* This definition is narrow
in a sense that curriculum is considered as a subject matter,

Saylor, Alexander and Lewis determine that, “Curriculum is a plan for providing
sets of learning opportunities for persons to be educated.”® Here they only express
the purposes of education with stakeholders but phenomenon and students’ needs
have not considered here.

Actually narrow definition would limit curriculum to a ‘programme for
instruction” and purposes wider definitions would include all the learning that
takes place in an institution, planned and unplanned. In recent years curriculum
has been defined as a selection from the culture of a society; and the curriculum is
planned by a process of cultural analysis.®


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
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Lattuca and Stark have presented a set of elements that provides a definition which
is applicable to all levels of curriculum as an academic plan. These elements are as
follows:’

1. Purposes: knowledge, skills, and attitudes to be learned

2. Content: subject matter selected to convey specific knowledge, skills, and
attitudes

3. Sequence: an arrangement of the subject matter and experiences intended to
lead to specific outcomes for learners

4. Learners: how the plan will address a specific group of learners

5. Instructional Processes: the instructional activities by which learning may be
achieved

6. Instructional Resources: the materials and settings to be used in the learning
process

7. Evaluation: the strategies used to determine whether decisions about the
elements of the academic plan are optimal

8. Adjustment: enhancements to the plan based on experience and evaluation.

In a quite elaborate way it can be said that, ‘Curriculum' denotes the totality of
educational experience in terms of aims and objectives, contents of learning,
methods of instruction and evaluation of outcomes of learning-all in relation to the
harmonious development of the personality of the learners. Curriculum should be
guided by (1) a sound philosophy that determines the aims and objectives in terms
of values, (2) sociology to determine its direction in terms of socialization and
acculturization, citizenship and economic productivity and (3) Psychology to
determine the ordering and organizing of experiences in terms of the needs,
capacity and age of the child.®

Actually curriculum is one of the major requisites in the arena of higher education.
Through curricula, ideas of higher education are put into action. Through
curricula, too, values, beliefs and principles in relation to learning, understanding,
knowledge, disciplines, individuality, culture and society are realized.® In this
article, the author has tried to present the curriculum in context of the idea
developed in the second quarter of the twentieth century Bengal. That time higher
education of Bengal was pivoted to the University of Calcutta through its affiliated
colleges. A century before, idea about curriculum was varied and widespread. But
most of the elements now flourished, was manifested. All the prevailing elements
have been discussed and analyzed in this research in a quite succinct ways.
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University Curriculum in Bengal means curriculum and its elements of the
University of Calcutta and its affiliated colleges. After 1920s means the
curriculum restructuring process in the University of Calcutta and its affiliated

colleges till 1947 A.D.
Conceptual Framework

Conceptual Framework: Restructuring the Calcutta
University Curriculum from Interactive Approaches

Extrinsic Influences
e  Peoples’ Desire
o  Government’s

Impulse
« Political Parties’ Purposes «— Philosophical Ground <— Content
Demand
Learners

e Socio-economic Need

Instructional Resources

Instructional Processes

Institutional Influence
e University Mission Assessment and Evaluation

e  Resources
e  Governerance-e.g-
Senate, Syndicate etc.

Intrinsic
Influences I

Unit Level Influence

Adjustment

Educational Outcomes

o  Faculty
o  Discipline
e  Student

[Developed by the Researcher]

Characteristics

N.B: Interactive approach means the interactions between “Top-down”
and “Bottom-up” process.

Aim and Objectives

This paper is written:

i.  To know the curriculum and academic disciplines existed at the end of the
2" decade of the twentieth century at the University of Calcutta;
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ii. To explore the peoples’ desire regarding restructuring the curricula of the
University of Calcutta;

iii. To identify the socio-economic condition of the then Bengal; and

iv. To investigate how the nexus (between Peoples’ Desire and Socio-
economic Condition) became a force that restructured the university
curricula in the subsequent years.

Research Method

This study has gripped largely qualitative and moderately quantitative approach.
To achieve the research objectives the study has inspired with the informative,
descriptive and historical mode of analysis. This study has collected data
absolutely from secondary sources. The sources are comprised of book, articles,
Minutes of the Syndicate, University Calendar etc. These data and information has
been collected through documentary analysis. It is specially mentioned that
‘Classified Replies to the Commissioners’ Question 13’*° has been interpreted for
exploring the peoples’ desire those expressed attitude, interactions to the Calcutta
University curriculum, the socio-economic condition of the then Bengal and their
suggestions for shaping the university curriculum in respects of almost all the
elements of curriculum and curriculum development. The question was structured
and open-ended in nature, and the respondents replied in text format.

Analysis has been done through using statistical software SPSS (Statistical Package
for Social Science). Before analyzing coding and classification has been done
gingerly. Some measurements of descriptive statistics (Frequency distributions and
cross tabulation) have been done in analyzing the data. For comprehending the
situation existed in the then Bengal the researcher has consulted a lot of secondary
sources. Such as census data, government reports etc.

The Then academic disciplines in the University of Calcutta

Modern type western education in India began with the endeavour of the English
East India Company and it had been continuing through various tests until the first
half of the nineteenth century. But after disclosing Education Despatch of Charles
Wood in 1854 scenario began to change abruptly and an opportunity was created
for higher education in India. Considering the point the Despatch has been
described as “The Magna Charta of English Education in India.” Following the
instant outcome of this dispatch an act to establish and incorporate a university at
Calcutta was passed by the Legislative Council and received the Governor-
General’s assent on 24 January, 1857." Thus the Calcutta University started its
journey with 4 (four) faculties. They were the Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Law,
Faculty of Medicine and Faculty of Civil Engineering. ** Generally the Faculty of
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Arts gave Bachelor of Arts (people generally know the name as B.A. pass degree).
But considering academic discipline that means the area in which “Honors” degree
was given the Faculty of Arts was comprised of five departments. These were
Honors in Languages, Honors in History, Honors in Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy, Honors in Natural History and the Physical Sciences and Honors in
the Mental and Moral Sciences. Master of Arts was also given in the above
mentioned five branches. Licentiate in Law (L. L.) and Bachelor of Law (B. L.)
were given from the Faculty of Law. Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery (L. M.
and S.), Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery Honor (L. M. S. Honor), and Doctor
of Medicine (M. D.) degrees were given from the Faculty of Medicine. Licentiate
in Civil Engineering degree was given from the Faculty of Civil Engineering.
After passing several years Masters of Arts, Honors in Law, Doctor of Law,
Bachelor in Medicine, Honors in Medicine, Bachelor in Civil Engineering, Honors
in Civil Engineering, Masters in Civil Engineering degrees were added to that
existing degrees.™

Till the establishment of the University of Dhaka, no other faculty was added to
the Calcutta University though very few departments were added, such as
Vernacular Language and Ancient Indian History. All the traditional subjects were
taught in the affiliated colleges. But the expectations and demands among the
Indians educationists, thinkers, political leaders, were changing rapidly but could
not be manifested due to colonial administration. It is importantly mentioned that,
the initial faculties were founded by external imposition.

Peoples’ desire regarding the curricula of the University

The Calcutta University Commission was appointed by the Government of India
in 1917 to enquire into the condition and prospects of the University of Calcutta
and to consider the question of a constructive policy in relation to the question it
presented. In order to know the demand, response and reactions of general people,
to get the opinion, view and suggestions from educational community of India the
Commission disclosed the questions which they needed. Among the twenty three
guestions there was a question regarding to ‘Subjects of study omitted in
curricula’. That was question no. 13. If we analyze the classified replies to the
commissioners’ questions we can know the peoples’ desire regarding the curricula
of the University. After analyzing the question we have detected that the
respondents were not satisfied with the curricula existed at the University of
Calcutta. Question 13 no. has two parts. Before going to further analysis the
researcher has made a general introduction to the respondents in the following
way:
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Table-1: Respondent Types and their Religious Affiliation

89

non- Individual | Institutions 10 5.2 5.2
Muslim 23 12.0 12.0
Individual Hindu 138 719 719
Christian 21 10.9 100.0

Total 192 100

Source: Classified replies to the commissioners’ question no. 13, CUC Report,
Vol. XI, pp. 1-52.

Total 192 persons and institutions replied to that question, among them 10 (5.2%)
were institutions and 182 (94.8%) were individuals. Among the individuals, 23
were Muslims, 138 were Hindus and 21 were Christians. It is important that out of
182 respondents only 6 were female.™ As per religious ratio of the population of
Bengal, the representation of the respondents may be considered unbalanced. But
judging their educational status that representation was reasonable. The
respondents came from all over the India (though a large number from Bengal).
They were educated, socially established and full of enthusiasm with educational
reforms for Indian people. Some of them were the members of Imperial
Legislative Council, members of different Provincial Legislative Council
Members, Vakils (lawyer) of different level courts, University professors, College
principals, Lecturers of College and University, ICS Officers, University Fellows,
Schools or College inspectors (including Assistant and Additional inspector),
Pleaders, Members of social, cultural and political organizations, Engineers and
School Head Masters. They had somewhat relation with educational management.

The First part of the question was: Are there any branches of science or learning
not now represented in the curricula of, or not actually taught in, secondary
schools in Bengal, and the University of Calcutta or its colleges.” In reply to the
first portion of this question, 100 (52.1%) of the total respondents commented that
there were many branches of science or learning not included in the University
curricula. Actually they especially mentioned the university level curricula but
almost half (47.9%) of total respondents did not feel the necessity of mentioning
university level curricula because of question pattern. They were concern with the
school curricula. That does not mean that they opposed to including branches of
science of learning in the university curricula. It is bewildering that in the
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subsequent analysis related to university curricula, they expressed their opinion in
a quite different ways.

Regarding the lacking of the branches of science or learning in the university
curricula, respondents provided their opinion in the following way.

Graph-1: Opinion about lacking of the branches of science or learning in the
Calcutta University Curricula
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The above graph shows that out of 192 a large number of respondents (46.4%)
provided no answer though most of the respondents (53.1%) opined that there was
a lack of teaching and learning in the field of science and other. Among the
respondents who gave answer only 1 opined that there was no lacking of teaching
and learning in the field of science. The respondents who gave no answer were not
indifferent to the teaching and learning in the field of science and technology,
rather they were more concern with the school curricula that paved the way to a
solid foundation of science and technology teaching in the school. They thought
that if science and technology related learning were received by the school
students, they would be able to enroll in the university education easily.

A small number of respondents thought that there were many reasons that
compelled them to consider the inclusion of some branches of science or learning
in the university curricula. From their classified answers we get to know their
views in the following way:
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Table-2: Opinion about Purposes of representation of the branches of science
or learning in the Calcutta University Curricula

Frequency | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Answer Not Given 89 46.4 46.4
Said Yes 57 29.7 76.0
Said No 46 24.0 100.0
192 100

From the above table it is found that almost half (46.4%) of the respondents were
impassive to respond the purposes of the inclusion of some branches of science or
learning in the university curricula and 24.0% viewed that there was no reason
behind this representation. On the other hand, 57 (29.7%) respondents opined that
there were specific purposes for the inclusion of some branches of science or
learning in the university curricula. In this regard, the respondents expressed their
in the following way:

Graph-2: Purposes of representation of the branches of science or learning in
the Calcutta University Curricula

.’
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It is noticed from the graph that most of the respondents expressed their views
that, in order to meet the purposes, there must be representation of some branches
of science or learning in the university curricula. The respondents mentioned four
purposes for this representation logically. In the changing socio-economic
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scenario students must study in branches of science or learning that suit the needs.
So to keep pace with that changing life (the then time present life) and to upgrade
the status of life they emphasized on the wanting of real life needs. With the
changing socio-economic set up social activities were changing gradually. In order
to engage in social activities to a large scale, higher education must be meeting
with the social needs. After passing a long time of colonization a feeling of ethical
sense raised among the educated and conscious Indians especially the Bengalis.
They really felt that university curricula should represent the ethical awareness.
But the then curricula did not represent that type of education. Political aspirations
of the Indian (especially the Bengalis) were dominated critically and later brutally.
The main reasons behind that were self efficacy, lack of self dependency and
proper education. But at the first quarter of the twentieth century they thought that
only education could meet their political aspirations. They wanted the education
should be with lines that meet their political aspirations. Actually all things were
interrelated in that time. Such as The Swadeshi movement which originated in
Bengal towards the beginning of the twentieth century sought to call into existence
the directing capacity, the technical skill and the requisite capital.’® Actually the
above mentioned purposes were interlinked and for this reason if one changed
another one would automatically change.

In order to meet the purposes respondents thought that some new subjects should
be opened in the University of Calcutta. But all of the respondents were not agreed
to this point because a remarkable segment of them thought that changes should be
occurred in the pre university (school and college level) curricula. The scenario
can be depicted in the following way:

Table-3: Opinion regarding opening new subjects in the branches of science
or learning in the Calcutta university curricula

Frequency P\e/rz'i(!grj]t Cumulative Percent
Answer Not Given 90 46.9 46.9
Said Yes 100 52.1 99.0
Said No 2 1.0 100.0
192 100

From the above table it is noticed that, out of total respondents only 2 said that,
there was no need to open new subjects where as 52.1% said that new subjects
should be opened in this regard. Though a significant portion of respondents were
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passable to this view, they braced for the opening new subjects in the pre school
curricula. They opined that it pave the base of the student to enter into the
university. Those who strongly advocated for opening new subjects in the
university curricula, their thinking were manifested in the following way:

Table-4: Suggestions for opening new subjects in the University Curricula

Responses Percent of
N Percent Cases

No. of respondent 177 49.2% 97.8%
Commercial Subjects 54 15.0% 29.8%
Industrial Science 41 11.4% 22.7%
Mining 6 1.7% 3.3%
Biological Science 8 2.2% 4.4%
Ayur-v-ed, Hakimi or Homoeopathic 9 2 506 5.0%
Medicine
Agriculture 55 15.3% 30.4%
Other subjects to be taught 7 1.9% 3.9%
No answer given 3 0.8% 1.7%
Total 360 100.0% 198.9%

a. Dichotomy group tabulated at value 1.

Respondents were tented to emphasize such subjects that had direct effects on
daily affairs. India in general and Bengal in special have a good market for
business from pre historic period. During the period of colonization Indians
noticed that how the mercantile companies used Indians resources to make money.
After massive industrialization in the sixteenth and seventeenth century in Europe,
Indian subcontinent became a hub of business. Due to lack of state patronage,
capital flow and lack of large internal market Indians were lag behind the race but
they felt the need of industrialization as Iftikhar-ul-Awwal rightly noted in this
way,

They saw before them countries like Japan and Germany being industrialized in a

matter of few decades and improved their material conditions of the people

immeasurably. Moreover, when they looked back they found most of the ingredients
necessary for successful industrialization in the economy. Raw materials required for
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almost every industry were available in India. The idea that country ought to be able
to produce most of the manufactured articles which is required was not one which its

17
natural resources rendered utopian.

On the other hand, at the end of twentieth century total food production in India
dwindled down due to lack of the personal skill of the farmers, dependency on the
conjunction of meteorological conditions and natural fertility.’* Awwal argues
that, agriculture failed to improve the economic condition of the people and
created an element of uncertainty in the economy, as a result the demand for
industrialization was intensified.” In such a situation Indian people became
anxious and at the same time curious to engage their next generation in such an
education that ensures their lives and future. Agricultural subjects, commercial
subjects and subjects related to industrial science got their attention. A Muslim
respondent suggested that,

“A chair of commercial and industrial chemistry with special reference to Indian
products should be established immediately. It is such education alone that can
ultimately help to transform India from a raw-material producing country to a
manufacturing country and it is high time that the authorities of the university,
without Iéjrther delay, addressed themselves to these most pressing needs of the
people.”

Though modern medical education had drawn attention much as a life science,
traditional type of medical education was considered beneficial by a few in the
field of life science. Along with this, small number of respondents advocated for
some new subjects like history of Islam, naval and military science, Hindu
medicine, fine arts and music (Hindu music), Brahminic studies, physiology,
social studies, public administration and zoology. In this regard, respondents
placed their suggestions according to their judgments considering socio-economic
and cultural status of their community and country. Actually a highest number of
respondents tented to include those subjects in the existing ones irrespective of
gender, religion and social status.

Considering the restructuring of university curricula, respondents though not all
thought that some sorts of philosophical believe could work as a background
force. The bellow graph shows that 28.6% of the respondents contended that
philosophical ground should work for restructuring the curricula whereas 25% did
not think so and 46.6% were unresponsive to this point.
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Graph-3: Opinion regarding the philosophical ground behind shaping
university curricula
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Among the group who advocated for philosophical ground for restructuring the
university curriculum, 45 tented to follow utilitarianism and 22 to follow idealism
in all context. Utilitarianism is a philosophy based on a discreet view of human
beings that explains human nature in terms of economic relations alone. It believes
that the moral significance of an action is judged by its utility to people. It guides
a person what ought a person to do. The answer is that a person ought to act so as
to produce the best consequences possible. In the case of higher education of
Bengal students and educational community tended to receive such kinds of
education which had its utility in practical life. In educational philosophy it is
directly related to Realism, Pragmatism and Existentialism. Respondents’
suggestions and the Commissioners’ recommendations were very much similar to
this philosophical thought.

On the other hand, Idealism focuses on reasoning and how a person can bring
knowledge up from inside of himself. In this view, the world exists solely in the
minds of people and that ultimate truth relies on a consistency of ideas. The
material world is characterized by change, instability and uncertainty. The more
perfect our ideas become, therefore, the better we can serve the world. In the
changing socio-economic and cultural set up the small portion of Bengal people
viewed that higher education system should be received with idealism.

The socio-economic condition of the then Bengal

The then socio-economic condition was changing gradually in the twentieth
century Bengal. Average per capita income of the Indian people was only £2 in
1916 when it was £45 in Scotland.?* On the other hand per capita expenditure of
the Bengal was only 1Rs. and 10 Annas.? If we analyze occupational status of a
country, we can easily assume the economic status of that country. The
occupational distribution of the then Bengal was not good at all. It is needless to
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mention that, income generation and living standards basically depend on types of
occupation of the country people. Every 10,000 people, 3,524 were workers only
and rest of them were dependent. People were engaged in different activities as
their occupation. They were employed in production of raw materials, preparation
and supply of material substances, public administration and liberal arts and
miscellaneous. Among the people, 2,554 were engaged in producing raw
materials, 637 were employed in preparation and supply of material substances,
only 78 were involved in public administration and liberal arts (public force-15;
public administration-10 and professions & liberal arts-53) and 255 were occupied
in miscellaneous works such as domestic services, unproductive works etc. Btis
importantly noticed that most of the people were engaged in low income
generating occupations. Here it indicates that inferior employment. It is known to
all that, if the nature of work is inferior, the income from it is low. On the other
hand, if the nature of work is superior, the income from it is high.* Moreover, the
socio-cultural variables were also miserable at that time. Such as the average age
of the bride in a marriage in Bengal were 12.5 years and that of the bridegroom
rather under 20.% Birth rate and death rate are very important for measuring socio-
cultural status of a country. Number of birth per 1,000 of each sex (Census of
1911) was 33.8 for male and 32.5 for female. On the other hand number of deaths
per 1,000 of each sex (Census of 1911) was 31.7 for male and 33.5 for female.”®
Considering all the variables mentioned above it can be said that the socio-
economic condition of the then Bengal was very miserable. Most of the people of
Bengal were not in a condition that, they could understand the scenario due to lack
of proper education.

But a negligible portion of respondents comprehended the scenario. The bellow
table shows that only 24% of total respondents thought, it was high time for
restructuring the university curricula though 29.7% did not think so. And almost
half of them kept aloof from giving any opinion.

Table-5: Opinion regarding socio-economic and scientific condition demands
the shaping of the curricula or not

Frequency | Valid Percent C%r:#(:l:;'tve
Answer Not Given 89 46.4 46.4
Said Yes 46 24.0 70.3
Said No 57 29.7 100.0
192 100
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In giving the explanation about the needs of that time, they stipulated some points.
The points were sociological, economic and scientific necessity for ensuring the
socio-economic and scientific upliftment of the people. Total 97 respondents
provided their opinion though only 46 said in the affirmative in this regard. This
indicates that in case of giving opinion they generally conceded the question in
some regards. Among them 35 referred to scientific necessity, 32 advocated for
economic need and 31 indicated for sociological demand.

In order to meet the demands, respondents were divided in their suggesting ways.
Out of total, 89 (46.4%) respondents did not provide any answer whether new
institutions were needed or not though only 17 viewed that new types of
institutions were needed. Besides this, almost half of the respondents (45.3%)
conceded that no institutions needed in this regard. Those who demanded new
types of institutions, their choices can be presented in the following way:

Table-6: Opinion regarding necessity of new type of Institutions

Responses Percent of
N Percent Cases

Well equippeql technical and ; 20.0% 41.2%
industrial Institute
A College of Commerce 8 22.9% 47.1%
A College of Agriculture 7 20.0% 41.2%
Other Institutions as per need 13 37.1% 76.5%
Total 35 100.0% 205.9%

a. Dichotomy group tabulated at value 1.

It is importantly noticed that, though very few but respondents rightly addressed
the necessity of establishing new types of institutions. Industrial, commercial and
agricultural institutions were the field of attention. Among the 17 respondents 13
advocated for other institutions as per need. One suggested for a Special College
of Brahminic Studies, another one requested for a Ship-building Institution, four
recommended for Agricultural or Commercial Studies in a Separate Faculties
under the University of Calcutta, two urged for a Faculty of Oriental Studies, three
prescribed for a Chair for the study of science of statistics and two advocated for a
College of Music.
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How the nexus (between Peoples’ Desire and Socio-economic Condition)
became a force?

After almost two years of investigation and scrutiny The Calcutta University
Commission viewed that, the university system of Bengal was fundamentally
defective in almost every aspect. It identified eleven fundamental defects. Among
the problems, two of them were directly associated with the curricula in a narrow
sense. First of them was, “the undergraduate courses of instruction in arts and
science were given by colleges were almost entirely self-contained, in many cases
widely scattered, generally too meagerly staffed and equipped to be able to do
justice to their students and fees paid by the students was wholly inadequate for
the purpose”. The problem was directly related to subject matter that means
content related. Second was, “the courses of instruction were too predominantly
literary in character and too little varied to suit various needs; nor was there
adequate provision for training in technical subjects. At the same time, the
methods of instruction were too far mechanical, depending mainly upon mass-
lectures, and giving a quite insufficient place to individual guidance and advice,
nor did they allow for variation of method to meet the needs of different students.
This is due in part to the enormous numbers which have to be dealt with; in part to
the influence of a bad tradition; but mainly perhaps, to the fact that since the
University was (in regard to undergraduate work) almost exclusively an
examining body, external coaching institutions, and the influence of the
examination exercises an undue domination over the minds of teachers and
students alike. Here the problems were partly related to content and mainly related
to instructional processes.”%

Besides these, the detected defects were broadly related to the other elements of
the curricula. They were (i) the number of students were too great for a single
university organization; (ii) teachers’ condition, status and dignity were inferior to
others; (iii) friction over controlling the under-graduate and post-graduate work;
(iv) administration of the university was unsatisfactory and ineffective as an
instrument of learning; (v) loaded administrative functions of the university in
regard to the recognition of the schools; (vi) unsatisfactory relation between
Government and the university; (vii) university regulations were rigid and difficult
to modify; and (viii) lack of corporate spirit among the students and the conditions
of the students were deleterious to their health, morals and work; and (ix) the
practices of treating university qualification as the sole formal credentials for
public employment—even for the minor clerkships. As a result the students think
of their university course not as a thing worth pursuing for itself, or as training for
life, but simply as a means of obtaining admission to careers for which, in many
cases, no university training ought to be required.””® All the problems were
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associated with learners’ centeredness and instructional resources, instructional
processes, assessment and evaluation.

The Commission found that, the socio-economic condition of Bengal was very
miserable considering socio-economic variables. If these conditions are to be
improved, they will need to provide education that has real-life relationships and
that education can play a vital role in improving their quality of life.
Comprehending the scenario, The University Commission became deeply
impressed by the general disregard of the university students in Bengal of the
possibility of finding careers in practical-professional and technical-work other
than law and medicine, by the deficiency of opportunities for obtaining training
for such careers, and by the consequent overcrowding of courses of purely literary
study. This disregard has its roots in historical and social facts which especially
affect the classes from which the bulk of the students are drawn.*®

It is importantly noticed that, most of the Muslim respondents emphasized on
including religious and moral education in the Calcutta University Curricula. A
respondent argued that, “Muhammadans are a very important section of the
population in India-so the history of Islamic civilization ought to be taught in
every Indian university, particularly in the Calcutta University, which caters for a
people 52 per cent of which is Muhammadans.*® On the other hand, most of the
non Muslim respondents emphasized on including secular type of subjects though
a small number of respondents suggested for humanistic and theological
education.

In order to restructuring the university curricula, the commission recommended a
lot of things that shade light on the problems depicted by the commission gathered
from peoples’ desire and expectations as well as other influences from internal and
external sources. The general recommendations covered the administrative
relations among the Imperial Legislative Council, The Government of Bengal and
the Universities of Bengal (University of Dacca); instructions regarding rigidness
and classifications of the regulations; instructions regarding differences and
facilities between pass and honours courses; suggesting for appointing a small
Civil Service Commission for education (their contributions to educational
services); guidelines for upgrading the status of teaching profession (their training,
rules of appointment, salary etc.); appointment of a director for physical training
for students’ welfare (health and physical welfare); directions for encouragement
and safeguard of Muslim community; medium of instructions; suggestions
regarding assessment and evaluation (examination related rules & regulations) and
transitional measures (changes in secondary and higher secondary education,
involving the setting up of the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education;
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the creation of the University of Dacca and reconstitution of the teaching
university in Calcutta and establishment of a new organization for the mufassal
colleges).

The most important recommendations were given regarding the content of the
curriculum in line with the purposes and philosophy desired by the people of
Bengal. The university Commission held the view that, if only the University
offers degree courses and examinations in practical and technical subjects the
prejudice against careers of this type will be overcome.® Institutional
rearrangement should be practicable so that oriental classics and vernaculars can
be taught properly to the interested stakeholders. Sanskritic, Persian, Islamic
studies, Indian history and Languages were the centre of attention. The
Commission highly recommended for the inclusion of professional, technical and
vocational courses instead of literary study. Because, the disregard regarding this
had its roots in historical and social facts which especially affect the classes from
which the bulk of the students were drawn. Mechanical and electrical engineering,
Mining and Architecture were the focus of attention. The Commission proposed
for opening a department or school of agriculture in the University of Calcutta.
Some other technological departments need to be opened for leather industries,
chemical industries (including dyeing), oil and fat industries and textile industries.
Private benefactors and the industries could provide generous help to the new
technological departments in the University of Calcutta. Regarding the
commercial education, the Commission proposed that there should be classes in
commercial subjects at technical and commercial institutes aided by the
Department of Public Instruction and the Department of Industries. And for
advanced teaching, subjects like accountancy, banking, insurance, actuarial
science and industrial history should be opened under the faculty of Economics
and Commerce in the University of Calcutta. The medium of university
examination should be English. In this regard purposes of examinations should be
redefined and new and improved methods should be introduced along with
criticism and suggestions.

From the above analysis it is found that principle of applicability, student-
centeredness, life-centeredness, community-centeredness, activity-centeredness,
development of culture and ethics, need based activity and creativity were
considered by the respondents as well as by the Commission.

Conclusion

Like Bombay and Madras, the University of Calcutta created a lot of expectations,
hope and excitement among the people of Bengal. But after passing half a century
the hope became started fading due to some reasons. Among them the omission of
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the subjects of study in the university curricula was first and foremost. When
disregard was growing fast among the people of Bengal as well as students, the
authority, sponsors and promoters perceived that the curriculum relates to the
connections between the goals of education and everyday life in universities. In
line with the peoples’ demand and desire, demand of the political parties,
Government’s changing impulse and socio-economic need the Calcutta University
curriculum was started restructuring in accordance with the recommendation of
the Calcutta University Commission. It touched all the aspects and elements of the
curriculum and curriculum development. All the extrinsic and intrinsic factors
were taken into consideration with great importance. The process was very slow
where the purpose of education, content, instructional resources, instructional
processes, assessment and evaluation, adjustment and educational outcome were
in the centre of restructuring the Calcutta University curriculum. It is importantly
noticed that the content of curriculum suggested by the Commission was mainly
‘productive’ and ‘practical’ in nature. The Commissioners’ recommendations were
manifested in the subsequent years till 1947. But it is subjected to research that
why most of it (especially content) was not implemented in the University of
Dacca.

Notes & References

! Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 8" edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), s.v.

“Curriculum.”

Petrus Ramus, Professio Regia: h.e. septem artes liberales (1576),p. 7, as cited in David
Hamilton, Towards A Theory Of Schooling, Deakin Studies in Education Series: 4 (New York :
The Falmer Press, 1989), p. 54.

Decker F. Walker, Fundamentals of Curriculum: Passion and Professionalism, second edition
(New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2003), p. 6.

Robert Bell, Thinking about the Curriculum: Curriculum: context, design and development
Volume 1 of E 283 (London: Open University Press, 1971), p. 7.

J. Saylor, W. Alexander and A. Lewis, Curriculum Planning for Better Teaching and Learning,
4th edn. (New York Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1981), p. 37.

®  Ppeter Gordon and Denis Lawton, Dictionary Of British Education, First Published (London:
Woburn Press, 2003), p. 56.

Lisa R. Lattuca and Joan S. Stark, Shaping The College Curriculum: Academic Plans In Context,
second edition (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2009), pp.4 & 5.

8 P.M. Lohithakshan, Dictionary of Education: A Practical Approach, First Published (New Delhi:
Kanishka Publishers, 2002), p. 105.


https://www.google.com.bd/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Petrus+Ramus%22&source=gbs_metadata_r&cad=3
https://www.google.com.bd/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=bibliogroup:%22Curriculum+:+context,+design+and+development%22&source=gbs_metadata_r&cad=2
https://www.google.com.bd/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=bibliogroup:%22E+283%22&source=gbs_metadata_r&cad=2

@Y

oIS @it Tortica 2Rt ¢ g

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Ronald Barnett and Kelly Coate, Engaging Curriculum in Higher Education, First Published
(New York: Society for Research into Higher Education & Open University Press, 2005), 25.

Twenty three open ended questions had been thrown by the Calcutta University Commission,
1917-19 for grabbing the diverse opinions of the respondents about several specific issues.
Question no 7 was about ‘Subjects of study omitted in curricula.” In response to that question
182 individuals and 10 institutions responded spontaneously in a scholarly way. Source:
Classified replies to the commissioners’ question no. 7, Calcutta University Commission, 1917-
19 Report, Vol. XI, pp. 1-52.

In its preamble the purpose of the university has been mentioned clearly, ...“in the pursuit of a
regular and liberal course of education, it has been determined to establish an University at
Calcutta for the purpose of ascertaining , by means of examination, the persons who have
acquired proficiency in different branches of Literature, Science, and Arts, and of rewarding
them by Academical Degrees as evidence of their respective attainments, and marks the honor
proportioned thereunto; and whereas, for effectuating the purposes aforesaid, it is expedient that
such University should be incorporated.” ACT OF INCORPORATION, ACT NO. Il OF 1857,
Passed on the 24™ January, 1857, AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AND INCORPORATE AN
UNIVERSITY AT CALCUTTA, The Calcutta University Calendar, 1858-59 (Calcutta: The
Calcutta University, Bishop’s College Press, 1858), p. 17.

University of Calcutta, Minutes for the Year 1857, Minutes of the Faculty of Arts, Appendix,
Regulations in Arts, The 1% of August, 1857 (Calcutta: The Calcutta University, The Baptist
Mission Press, 1860), 95. Acts for two other universities also passed at the same time, The Bombay
and the Madras University. It is mentioned that academic examinations were held for the first time
under Calcutta University in 1858. Bachelor of Arts (Pass Examination), Bachelor of Laws (Pass
Examination), Bachelor of Laws (Honor Examination), Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery (First
Examination) and Entrance examination were held in that first occasion. The Calcutta University
Calendar, 1858-59 (Calcutta: Bishop’s College Press, 1858), pp. 90-222.

The Calcutta University Calendar, 1867-68 (Calcutta: Thacker, Spink and Co., Publishers to the
Calcutta University, 1867), pp. 35-74.

After the second partition which took effect on 1% April 1912, The Presidency of Bengal was
reshaped containing a population of 46305642 persons, and extends over 84,092 square miles.
Among the population 23803593 were male and 22502049 were female. According to religion
Muslims were 24,237,228; Hindus were 20,945,379; Christians were 129,746; Animists were
730,780; Buddhists were 246,866 and others were 15,643. Source: Census of India, 1911,
Volume V, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Sikkim, Part I, Report (Calcutta: Bengal Secretariat
Book Depot, 1913), pp. 1, 2, 7, 28 & 199.

In this analysis, secondary school curricula related information, opinion, views and suggestions
have been excluded. Only college and university curricula has been included here.

A Z M Iftikhar-ul-Awwal, The Industrial Development of Bengal 1900-1939 (New Delhi: Vikas
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd, 1982), p. 3.

A Z M Iftikhar-ul-Awwal, The Industrial Development of Bengal 1900-1939 (New Delhi: Vikas
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd, 1982), pp. 2-3.
In 1880, annual food grain production in British India was 51,530,000 tons, as compared with

requirements of 47,165,000 tons; so that there was a surplus of 5,165,000 tons available for
export and storage. However, this surplus had by then dwindled down to 1,700,000 tons in 1896-



Restructuring the University Curriculum after 1920s in Bengal: Nexus between Peoples’ @Aq
Desire and Socio-economic Condition

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

97, barely sufficient to provide for the exports alone. For details, see T. W. Holderness,
Narrative of the Famine in India in 1896-97, Department Of Revenue And Agriculture,
(Famine), Government of India (Simla: The Government Central Printing Office, 1897), p. 11.

A Z M Iftikhar-ul-Awwal, Op. cit., p. 8.

Abdurrahman, Calcutta University Commission 1917-19 Report, Vol. Xl, Evidence and
Documents (Calcutta: Superintendent Government Printing, 1919), p. 1.

Comparing with other countries in the world the economic status of the Indian people was very
poor. For details, see C. S. Deole, The State in Relation to Indian Industries (Bombay: Bombay
Vaibhav Press,1916), p. 3; cited in The Industrial Development of Bengal 1900-1939, p.2.

Bengal Legislative Council Proceedings, 9 February, 1921, Vol. I, No. 2, pp. 143; cited in The
Industrial Development of Bengal 1900-1939, p.35.

Census of India, 1921, Volume V, Bengal, Part I, Report (Calcutta: Bengal Secretariat Book
Depot, 1923), pp. 415-418.

Actually most of the people of the then Bengal were engaged in indecent work or inferior
employment. Due to lack of professional and technical knowledge most of them were lag behind
in engaging decent work or quality employment. It is relevant to mention that, ‘Decent work’ is a
term originally coined by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) in a report published in
June 1999. It involves opportunities for work that is productive and delivers a fair income,
security in the workplace and social protection for families, better prospects for personal
development and social integration, freedom for people to express their concerns, organize and
participate in the decisions that affect their lives and equality of opportunity and treatment for all
women and men, Decent Work, International Labour Organization, https://www. ilo. org/ global/
topics/decent-work/lang--en/index.htm, accessed on 29" July 2019.

Ibid., p. 269.
Ibid., p. 243.

Calcutta University Commission, 1917-19 Report, Vol. V, Part 1I, Recommendations of the
Commissions (Calcutta: Superintendent Government Printing, 1919), pp. 301-307.

Ibid.

CUC Report, Vol. V, Part Il, p. 334.
Mohammad Ismail, CUC Report, Vol. Xl,p. 29.
CUC Report, Vol. V, Part Il, p. 334.


http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/dgo/speeches/somavia/1999/seattle.htm

(¢4

oIS @it Tortica 2Rt ¢ g




RotTs wiefter, Sovetee 2=t @ segfe e, Ao RefRvrers, fasha i, 2020
ISSN- 2664-780X

MOULVI MUJIBUR RAHMAN: HIS LIFE AND
VISION
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Abstract: The contribution of people those who are reckoned in Muslim politics in
Bengal, especially the first half of twentieth century, Moulvi Mujibur Rahman
occupies an unparallel position. He was a valiant freedom fighter and an apostle of
Hindu-Muslim unity whowas born at Nehalpur under the district of 24-Parganas of
the present state of West Bengal in 1869. He had profound influence on the educated
youths and middle-class Muslim nationalist leaders. He was man with a mission. His
greatest mission in life was Muslim advancement, Hindu-Muslim unity and solidarity
of the country. He was passionately patriotic and had strong empathies for
anti-colonial politics since his teenage. He made exemplary contribution towards
Muslim welfare through politics and journalism is recognised with excellence. His
strong views on the contemporary events and political trends were reflected in his
newspaper The Mussalman. The paper attempts to explore the vision and thoughts of
Mujibur Rahman regarding his motherland; when the British colonialism was trying
to impose “divide and rule’ policy in India for their vested interests.

Keywords: The Mussalman, Swadeshi, Boycott, Khilafat, Non-cooperation, Hindu
Muslim unity.

Moulvi Mujibur Rahman was one of the prominent Muslim political leaders, who
came in forefront of the leadership of Bengalat the first half of the twentieth
century. He had profound influence onthe middle-class Muslim youths. His
valuable contribution towards Muslim welfare through politics and journalism is
recognised with excellence. His strong views on the contemporary events and
political trends were reflected in his newspaper The Mussalman. It may be
mentioned here that it was the pioneer English newspaper in Bengal by the
Muslims. This bye-weekly newspaper seriously explored the trends of the Muslim
progressive thought and liberalism; when the British was trying to impose “divide
and rule’ policy by the hatred communal politics in Bengal, as well as in India, for
their vested interests. Mujibur Rahman was a man of high integrity and noble
character who endeavoured his whole life to free his motherland from the bondage
of the colonial ruler. He entered politics at the crucial period of Bengal as a devout
supporter of the Indian National Congress. He campaigned against the partition of
Bengal in 1905, became the leader of the Khilafat movement, but wherever he
was, he did all the best for the unity of the Indian people. He never compromised
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his position as a journalist even at the cost of refraining from publication in
weekly. He suffered imprisonment but never lost his dignity.

Mujibur Rahman was born at Nehalpur under the district of 24 Parganas of the
present state of West Bengal in 1869.' He completed his primary education in a
village pathsala, where he surprised everyone by proving his proficiency in
English. After passing the Entrance examination, he got admission in F.A. class at
the Presidency College in Calcutta, with a stipend of Rs 10. Unfortunately, the
financial constraint of his father forced him to stop formal studies. After a brief
spell of work at home he returned to Calcutta and opened a stationery shop in the
Bowbazar area.? He was very conscious about his society, polity and culture.
During this time he regularly contributed to the newspaper The Bengalee edited by
Sir Surendranath Banarjee.

Barrister Abdur Rasul (1872-1917) and some of his close associates like Abul
Kasem of Burdwan (1872-1936), Abdul Halim Ghaznavi (1879-1956) of Tangail
and Mujibur Rahman felt the necessity of a national and discernible English
newspaper for the English-knowing Muslims of Bengal. The prime objective of
launching the newspaper were various; i.e as an organ of the Muslim public
opinion; to safeguard the interest of the Muslim community, as well as to achieve
Muslim solidarity and maintain friendly relationship with the non-Muslims. They
also wanted to draw the attention of the alien government to the Muslim
viewpoints on different social and political issues. Therefore; The Mussalman
appeared on 6" December 1906 from Calcutta, AbulKasem as its founder editor
and Mujibur Rahman as manager.® Aftersix weeks, Mujibur Rahman was asked to
take over the editorship and under him the paper was published for over 30 years.

The editorial of the first issue entitled ‘Ourselves’ explained the policy of the
newspaper:

We commence our labours today as an organ of Mahamedan public opinion in
Bengal. Our first and foremost endeavor will be to give adequate expression to such
opinion and to lead and guide in channels which we believe will be fraught with
benefit to the community we seek to represent. In upholding the interests of our class
it will be our aim to promote the welfare of great Indian community to which we
belong and whose progress, we are persuaded, can only be secured by mutual
sympathy and active cooperation between the different sections that composed it. Not
isolation but cooperation with the different sister communities will be our motto in
the field of public work. We shall be no party to the festering of differences between
race and creed and creed, but shall always lend willing help to the establishment of
peace, harmony and goodwill between the different sections of our great Indian

community.
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Mujibur Rahman’s political career actually started with the Bengal partition
movement in 1905. He was one of the few Bengali Muslims who strongly opposed
the partition of Bengal as a measure of the British “divide and rule’ policy. He
worked with top-ranking leaders of Bengal and raised his voice against the
partition. He was actively involved in swadeshi and boycott movements to weak
the partition movement of Bengal andhe occasionally expressed his opinions on
this issue in his mouthpiece. In one editorial entitled Boycott, Free-trade and
Protection Il, he explained, ‘how Boycott alone can save India from a hopeless
economic ruin. In another editorial entitled, Do Musslamans Benefit better than
the Hindus by Swadeshism? with the help of statistics he argued that boycott and
swadeshi would benefit the Muslims as much as the Hindus, if not more than
Hindus, as because the member of jolahs far outnumbered the tantis.’> The
statistics inform us that there were 59,567 tantis and 3,11,054 jolahs in the
northern and eastern districts of Bengal. He commented that Bengalis who
opposed swadeshi or use of country-made cloths must not brag of patriotism. In
the editorial entitled Swadeshi, Boycott and Swaraj, he wrote:

Our countrymen be prepared to have the unpleasant duty of carrying on a vigorous
boycott of foreign goods for the purpose of protecting their nascent industries. If they
fail in their duty of theirs, they will deserve to remain forever the hewers of wood,

- 6
drawers of water of foreigners.

He was very conscious about the policy pursued by the Britishgovernment. He
condemned Lyon’s Circular (May 25, 1906) making special provisions in favour
of the Muslims in public services with the ulterior motive of alienating them from
the popular cause and creating tension between the Hindus and the Muslims.”At
the same time, he did not hesitate to raise his voice of protests against instances of
Hindu assumption of superiority. He in fact came out with a long list of such
grievances even while pleading for unity in his paper.? During the time of
swadeshi-boycott movements job opportunities were liberally opened to the
Muslims. By a resolution, the alien government directed that in future serious
efforts must be made to increase the proportion of Muslim public servants so that
their proportion might bear a reasonable relation to the importance of the
Muhammedans and to the ability and qualification. It was no doubt ‘a bait’, as was
then suspected by Mujibur Rahman, to keep the Muslims aloof from the swadeshi
movement.’

Mujibur Rahman was a symbol of communal harmony. When communal riots was
out broken and bloody atmosphere was created in different places of Bengal, he
published a good number of editorials and short comments back to back onthe
Hindu-Muslim unity in his newspaper. The desire for communal harmony was
successfully sounded in his editorial entitled Unity between Hindus and
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Mohamedans: ‘Mistrust will make the situation worse while mutual sympathy and
cooperation will lead us to desired goal’.'® He alwayspreferred the anti-British
movement with the joint actions of the Hindus and the Muslims. So, he
emphasized on Hindu-Muslim unity and wrote in his paper:

If the English retire from India at All, revolutionary or otherwise, it can only be after
the Indian people have learned and have become fit for self-government and we fail
to see how the Indian people can ever become fit for freedom and self-government
unless Hindus and Moslems combine and cooperate in all matters which are for their

11
common weal.

The annulment of Bengal partition on 12 December 1911, acerbated the feelings
of most of the Bengali Muslims. Instantly, in January 1912, the Viceroy Lord
Hardinge visited Dacca to appease the wrath of the Muslims and promised them a
residential university at Dacca so that the modification of the partition might not
retard the educational progress of their community. Most of the Muslims in
Bengal welcomed this decision of the government of India, but a section of the
Muslim leaders known as nationalist did not support it. Mujibur Rahaman also
opposed the proposal and stated that as it would be an undenominational
institution, it was not at all a concession to the Muslims of Bengal.12 He demanded
granting of scholarship and remission of fees to poor but deserving Muslim
students, opening the Muslim student hostels, establishment one or two first grade
Muslim college etc for the spread of education among the Bengali Muslims.*

In second decade of the last century, the world politics gradually started to change.
The British supported Italy’s invasion at Tripoli in 1911, the Balkan wars against
the Ottoman empire and the Russian aggression in Persia, embittered the feelings
of the Muslims of Bengal. These events grew a general feeling of sympathy
among the Bengalis towards the Turks and they raised a storm of protest against
the European powers in general and the British in particular. Calcutta and some of
the nearby mofassal towns’ meetings of the Muslims condemned their activities.
There was also a suggestion of boycott of European goods in Dacca and
Chittagong. Supporting the proposal, Mujibur Rahman wrote that the boycott
would create a demand for indigenous articles, leading to possible regeneration of
the country ‘by giving impetus to swadeshi industries’.!* He also played an
important role to collect the funds for the ‘Red Crescent Society’, to help the
Turkish war destitute.

In May 1913, Turkey was expelled from Europe. The Great powers did nothing to
prevent it. Mujibur Rahman wrote in The Mussalman that the attitude of the
powers clearly demonstrated to the world that the principle of ‘might is right” was
still determining the policy of those nations.” He published in five weekly issues
the text of ‘Come over into Macedonia and help us’*, a pamphlet on Bulgarian
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atrocities issued from Constantinople. The government of India in July 1913,
prohibited bringing into British India any copy of that pamphlet. In September, the
office of The Mussalman was searched and seven of its issues forfeited and seized
for the publication of the text of the said pamphlet.'” Mujibur Rahman’s views
brought him in conflict with the government several times. On 13 November 1914
Mujibur Rahman attacked the British imperialism by publishing an editorial
entitled England, Turkey and Indian Mussalman and the security of the The
Mussalman was forfeited. The editor was served with order of depositing fresh
security and pre-censorship of its editorials. The editor continued to publish the
news-weekly, keeping its editorial column blank, as a mark of protest against the
government action, until the Government withdrew the order.'® The Lucknow Pact
(1916) signed between the Congress and the Muslim League was a land mark in
the political history of India. By the pact, the Congress accepted the separate
electorates with the reservation of seats. Provincial autonomy formed the basis of
the scheme. Provincial legislatures were to be enlarged and four/fifth of their
members was to be elected. The Muslims were given weightage in central
legislature and in legislatures of provinces where they were in minority. The
Hindus were given weightage in Bengal and Punjab. The pact was welcomed and
appreciated in several Muslim journals and newspapers. Mujibur Rahman stated
that what it had so long been trying to impress upon the community, had been
reflected in the Lucknow Pact."

In July 1918, the Mont-Ford Reforms were announced. In place of a consultative
system, a parliamentary structure was proposed, but the Muslim demand for a
separate communal electorate in the Muslim majority provinces, such as Bengal,
was denied. This at once raised a storm of protest among all sections of the
Muslims in Bengal. Mujibur Rahman characterized the scheme as ‘provincial
autonomy with a vengeance’.° He categorically stated that the Lucknow Pact was
‘the irreducible minimum of our demands’.?* The Bengali Muslims became very
hostile to the British government when in February 1919 the Rowlatt Bill** was
introduced in the viceroy’s legislative council for discussion, indignation swept
the native press. Mujibur Rahman warned that if any Indian member of the
viceroy’s council supported those repressive legislations he would forfeit the
confidence of the country.?

He actively participated in the Khilafat and Non-cooperation movement. He was
elected as the secretary of the Bengal provincial khilafat committee and was given
the responsibility to collect funds for the Ottoman caliphate in Turkey. Earlier he
expressed his doubt about the practicability of the Non-cooperation programme in
paralyzing the government. He wondered whether such Non-cooperation
programme would be effective in compelling the British government in England to
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right the wrong done to Turkey and the Muslim world.** But once the decision
was taken he extended all-out support to the Non-cooperation programme.” He
became an enthusiastic supporter of the Khilafat and Non-cooperation movement
and organized meetings in different parts of Bengal. The Mussalman propagated
the cause of the Khilafat and Non-cooperation movement during 1920-23.%
Mujibur Rahman’s participation in the Khilafat and Non-cooperation movements
led to his arrest on 9 December, 1921 for one year imprisonment and was released
on 31 December, 1922. During his imprisonment he recorded his experience (later
published as Jel Jibaner Dairi), was extremely reluctant to exchange civilities
with jail visitors like Sir Abdur Rahim (1867-1952) for their British connection
and saw to it that other political prisoners, too, and maintained discipline and self-
respect.”’

The sudden end of the Non-cooperation movement in February 1922 brought
about a change in the political atmosphere of Bengal as in that of the rest of the
country. The centuries old religious tolerance was forgotten and questions like
‘cow killing’ and ‘music before mosques’ came to influence the community’s
relations with Hindus. Under the circumstances Mujibur Rahman laid stress on
Hindu Muslim unity based on mutual toleration. He wrote, ‘It is to be borne in
mind that Hindus will remain Hindus and the Mussalmans still remain
Mussalman, each community maintaining its individuality and distinctiveness and
that unity sought for, is unity in diversity’.?® He appealed to the Hindus not to
make the abolition of cow sacrifice a pre-condition for the Hindu Muslim unity, as
the Iggdian unity to be real and lasting must be based on mutual toleration and
love.

In December 1922 C.R. Das formed the Swaraj Party in Calcutta and declared his
preference for council entry. He supported C.R Das in this respect. He also
cooperated with him to form the Bengal Pact in 1925. Under this pact the Muslims
were assured jobs according to the percentage of their population in Bengal. The
pact also assured 80% of the new jobs for the Muslims in government offices and
self-government bodies like the Calcutta corporation, municipalities, district and
local boards until they got 54% of the jobs.*> Commenting on the pact Mujibur
Rahman wrote: The Mussalman as a community must be made to understand that
swaraj does not mean the predominance of any Indian community over another,
but that itmeans freedom for all’. Only a pact could make them so understand.*'He
also gzoped that the cause of Hindu Muslim unity would be furthered greatly by the
Pact.

As a political activist Mujibur Rahman was associated with Provincial congress
committee, Provincial khilafat committee and Provincial Muslim league. He was
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the chairman of the reception committee of All India Muslim league conference
held in Calcutta in 1927. He was elected in 1927 as the president of the All India
Journalists association. He was elected as an alderman in 1931, but refused to seek
election to provincial council or assembly, because members elected were obliged
to take an oath of allegiance to the British government.*®

Mujibur Rahman established ‘the Mussalman Publishing Company’ in Calcutta in
1925-26 with Wazed Ali Khan Panni of Karatia, Mujibur Rahman, Syed Nasim
Ali (later justice), Nurul Hug Choudhury (later a cabinet minister of Pakistan),
Mohammad Azim (zamindar and merchant) and Asrafuddin Choudhury (minister
for education in the United Front government in East Pakistan) as directors. From
the 20™ January 1925 The Mussalman became a tri-weekly paper in 1920s. Healso
published a Bengali weekly named Khadem in 1926. The Mussalman was made a
daily in 1932. Differences of opinion developed among the directors or between
the editor and other directors later on. Mujibur Rahman resigned in 1935 and
joined the weekly Comrade founded by Maulana Mohammad Ali (1878-1931).
The Mussalman ceased to publish probably in 1936. In 1937 Mujibur Rahman
suffered from a paralytic attack which disabled him and he died in Calcutta on 26
April, 1940,

Mujibur Rahman was a sincere and an ardent non communal nationalist. He was
against all kinds of orthodoxy. He worked for the advancement of the Muslims,
but he never lent his mind for separation.He tried to wipe out the separatist
sentiment developed between the Hindus and the Muslims. He felt that the
separatist sentiment is very dangerous for the development of national
consciousness, which would create a barrier to the path of welfare and liberation
and draw a dividing line among all the communities and classes of the country.
Mujibur Rahman held this ideology and tackled the contemporary political
situations of the country with the Hindu leaders unitedly. In fact, in endeavour to
bind the Hindu Muslims of Bengal intoa bond of harmony in the anti-British
movement added a golden chapter to the political history of Bengal. After the
death of Mujibur Rahman, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose confessed: ‘I have rarely
seen such people in my entire life experience. It’s not mythical; it’s real idea of
my life’.
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Abstract: At the end of the nineteenth century Ramaprasad Chanda was a famous
name among historians. At a time he was a famous historian, archaeologist and
litterateur. However, historian and archaeologist Ramaprasad Chanda is a forgotten
name today. He has given dignified self-identity to the Bengalis by his research work
on ancient history, archaeology, anthropology, literature and philosophy. From an
ordinary school teacher, he gained fame by outstanding talent and diligence which
was a rare instance of contemporary history of Bengal. His writing started in the
magazine ‘The Dawn’ of Calcutta. Later on he had written in both Bengali and
English languages in many magazines. Reading some articles of Rama, an English
professor of Presidency College, managed a job for him at Hindu school in Calcutta
in 1901. Next he was transferred to Collegiate school in Rajshahi where he served
from 1905 to 1917 AD. He got fame for his outstanding scholarship, researches,
historical books, articles and many other things. Then the Dighapatia prince Kumar
Saratkumar Roy and historian Akshay Kumar Maitrya founded ‘Varandra Research
Society and Museum’ with their combined effort. Ramaprasad Chanda was the
founder secretary of it. In the middle of 1917 he resigned from the school and joined
'Archaeological Survey of India’ on a temporary basis as a novice researcher with the
request of Jhon Marshal, director general of that institute. In 1919 he joined as a
lecturer of Indian history and culture department in post graduate study of Calcutta
University. After the foundation of the anthropology department he got appointment
as head there. In 1920 he joined as superintendent of The Archaeology department in
Calcutta museum and served the same post till 1932. In this article an effort has been
done to present the eventful life of Ramaprasad Chanda, the forgotten historian.
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Gy ATOI AR S[Peslae A SIS | Qe SRR Aeces fef ey, gfie
8 IAfFeT o/ S FACOT I | WA TR SAF S #ewlq A FAC0T | SAG_T
gfozpT ¢ @fogy SO ANy (TR AW 5 | (FreRAl (51Y e qwieiTe e
e 2o TR (rere AArea A, 5 fpeirer FfSaitar fofy ez el wifen ey
(T (V= |

FheI0e [Tag ¢ Afreng

o SRS 8 AT INLAM 5w NFe gWifas Ay Afwifere TR |
3SR T FEg, T W3 Reaifre w4 oy @fezifes @ oFa I
Rt @R AN Fre &7 1% e «3 Jfeaw fermm @11 ofn 2fezm
TPTRE € NIFIFCE e fomeiter o a1 TF- gUws, A SRS @ IR
3fozr uR Tog, fasive, SReaT Aoy ¢ Rey Fa AR b fogsT TaiwEs
BB (A5 Tt @1, S, IS ¢ bl @R [Raad) aak ageg 1wl |
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FACATART TG, leTee ST ey [IG AETR 2[ren Rg-(MacTa ool o=@
FERET ¥ @ e @Y I WAV @FIfeS 9, AR 8 o7F o1, 4GB
FowE tofF, AMER el ¢ ey g I | FeR FEFel ¢ AN SPTEA
Afufen smeea wicem Arenf fofy afozibrr ¢ Jog fars A emea
ST FCARE | @ REE fSf op1eey o7, fFFT € AF I6e FCE@ | @F A OF
23S &% Indo-Aryan Races @3 e &% ¢learemren f@45Te | Indo-Aryan Races
SFAIT TALPNAT A RN T | IS 79 FeT e (o e =72
(S50) ACeT) eFife =7 =& fewem witane JEwR [esis | {eems fewe wey
IEA (@, SOR @M T YIS 472 oG W3R ISR Ny (of AE-T6 qFvw
(I8 TR BOT | APV IR WA I GR G (P AiRS Jotgd [fem drr
fregel w3 [ecea Weed SIS &l 03 Fedrel (AF dFI*e East and West
AGFT IO F I I | N ite Gred @, Tgatmm e e
SN TGN (AF WIS RI-SIRPAR SeiBE @Fae Al wifeq
FEF 1N P @ G g TSN AfTe eieat oo I | Sifeeg
TES O W3 FHAEMEIR A S5dY A AR ‘Indo-Aryan Races’ FITT Je=ar
W AP ANS (rF eFife 7w 1 erefwiv vfés A, B. Keith agaify
PR #IF TS I (@, 7y A wifeq Teafe 7IEF @ W I571fT SR “Indo
Aryan Races’ SIS (K 5o | f$fe 9w, ‘This forms a valuable addition to the
literature dealing with origin of the Indo-Aryan peoples.....His opinions gain

greatly both in value and clearness from their ordered exposition and
whatever conclusions be arrived at as regards his main theses, all interested

in the question must recognise the catholic character of his erudition and the
ingenuity and effectiveness of his arguments, which render his work a serious
contributin to the subject with which it deals.”™ 3o e wgpos fer.
TN ST FACH 251ATe'8 e 2ife =fewa +te |°°

Tog-Rml @F Hfere Rt 73| avfere (Awifa e @eiifer AR M M=
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wifers sl e Wiy @fde Tt @ @faw seye o e Face & 1 9
25 fewe fedted @, @@t AeitEs ¢ AR $Ee fof o Jrfe fras
TS TR |° FERT BTV @ G (T Tl T wfoeze! ¢ IF@ei1fs foet a1 | g
TGP 8 ATPEIIE Fof qB R il Afe I 1R e TR O (Ko
ot T2 @ @ 7 TS 40 @ | AEEAT INLAW WRCACR, 19, 7, JToE,
G, I, PRSI, worey], Wewdl, Wi, fow1, J7ear ergfe F7-frdre gve F7
(AF T ool TR @ AR, oo wifee ¢ e auet e oo
goif @7 | (WG = et e ‘Indo-Aryan Races’ ST I SRS ToCgH
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I DI AT BFo2PT T ATHBI G FE | IEY AP AT T
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AT FZFI NS S | T 21 ©-ToA1g ¢ ergeifigs e o fReswer s
INLLAW 59 T61 FCI MGG *° &F | S5 I (S055 IHH) STHIAFAA (N@AT-
T AR @Y TR TP AN© FeF ‘cNeAreE aFie 77 1* agaify
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AT TP TE AW W @ FOE WPW @A, INEEM W AT
CMGIISIE QA ST eIerFRor &2 FAT (@S A |°¢ P AT L 158
e R 3R @ Aty ffRm 2R | Sy Reemerrs goeice 7fbe a3t
2B T 2T IR S Toe O AFCIAHS Z(ACE GAR ABeTS S G-I
SPTel @ oty el ' | cMeare ==itwa aFo 3fogpT g qrgd &uw ffim =)
JIER 2= ARSI FFG =% Afwce Seay zre A6 IMea 28 o TR
(TeEIeT O e e Ffia zeafes | Aeg e Tl *MmE =ew @
IO, FTF 8 AW @A A TR TNGAM @ Qg T IS @ e LG o
VG (BT I | AN eifer qenmers IS fem el sear fof ameifer
STS (THTYS TPTIC SAZIAT AR | Al A AT (@ RRiea 72, reemieacs!
A Ol TSy FCACR | ABFTE FIRAT WA A AMHT TP FCAS 0O WO
SAT5e Jre @ FITZ ZCO3 ST Jrael 8 I Tl =0T W W3 FifzAg Toez
AR fevore e 2feret wfve Tt uwe ebfre Fifds @ @F afsaf fofe
(12 NPT IS el FCACRA (TSR | JIEH ARG TSP THCH =TT
Jlereel @ oIt AT ACAATGIT 72 AFSFE T (A7 TS, INLAWS FAILAAT @
WCSA SPYIFS] AN FCAN | O (MNGAGHAR coNacaregs1 faeasa A=A fog @fbe
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VI | 99 BRI @ STER @ wAfesen, [, Ao, S agfe A e ageifE
foROT Sifreare Sprsifer A0 (1R | O3 ©fF FFoRPIO6! FFCRICE SoFaCe IO Ferai
wfeTeT 20 0T |

TAEAM HTVF AqOE TRCH A& O ARSI A egog [oleed 94 (Director
General of Archaological Survey) 1@ & srfiter ik S FCE | d9DQ N
GETIE W1 aWiePim S 36 I 4 FE TS wieeee! ¢ R Aiten ey
SRR, YA ¢ AL eSS TAN @A T I @A 7 1 el
G (RCG (TS ICAY NPTHIT AN AN f@F AT SFe ACL | Tl 4
¢ SSEOR AEACF INEIAW g THIM SWIedy O FHfere eHred 2ibl Eform e
REFAl T AT &7 8 B I FE | 47 IR Memoirs of the
Archaeological Survey of India’-9% AT FIHe 2T | TGS U2 AT
e ‘bR ffsm @R (Date of the Votive Inscriptions on the Stupas at
Sanchi) R @3 Feifra ATIEAR =T JFHRCH AFIHe | 9 AFAAR TS
fisfeiive  sfewefne of sfifeterm  afsrme—s. Archaeology and Vaishnava
Traditions, R. The beginnings of Art in Eastern India, ©. The Indus Valley in the
Vedic Period, 8. Survival of the Pre-historic Civilization of the Indus Valley 43¢
¢. Explorations of Orissa. ©f& fR5Te eqmetana St— Mathura School of Sculpture,
The Svetamvara and Digamvara Image of the Jainas, Art in Orissa, Notes on the
Ancient Monuments of Mayurbhanj €$f® Sty 1% TESE ACERRICR SwECE
TLAM & LT AgOIfgd TPIH 8 BT T ARG (<0 qrepa e *1ze
a3 fEfemT efedr aEw 1 P Sororer MEWIET ¢ T8 A SRred
TRABI g1, [ ¢ Sy Jrard avar T Frdite Swgie 2, O3 R o e
TNLAW SV T QTANS FIEAGERE NS OF (A | @ T Fiage qF6 J[e
AT 9fE W S 9 Yol @ g 3fdfe wd-Sffere wifvmeim waer-a=
TG @ effogte o fefy ey e @bl Q@eItEs Ay 7 T Foe (o3
0 | ol 97 Tom gt Rem e 671 0 TN SRR 92 Wedel I |

598 T TN SIS eI FLACT 0 A0 Jog e rersife fifbe
= | FTorifen o fofy SR Tog ¢ b SRred Terel, WKFre ¢ ferew
AT 8 AN Toepis FHo IR0 (et Praicsa sore 3w | fofF I @,
feguels wefe @ifie smfe ¢ ©oF, 2N e defe -y | ok s,
SRS WA AR YR @M T691 42 Praaie Sorerary Revecas for =y 39
o SIS AFS @ OO WPwa 7 |°° 5T AT SR 0T 97 Afe ¢ wifads
A A e gl e Al | aweEm siMe 9% TeAmE dFe TN gTe
L | S RISIFIE ! (@-REET @qafs fafis o @ & Afeey gre Froay
@ T T TRCF INLAM 5T AEEN (T Tl WB- 1 (A SIT (&I HE (72 |
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AT | IO AT TS SRR R AT @Iy a1 @ fofy
TRt 1= | ‘AT TorerF asiaer g3k AT GLAEG AT Few ot :°

‘Tl Seofe var aftvifezi gom weret wifsfwitrm (Ethnology) SISy
| wifsfeem Reemmda Wy ey | TfelEtma adve as 7 wieT IR @,
T2 Fralets Saie@ace! (text) A3, TACHRFRS A1 ¢FewEs (Sermon) ST
TS #H1t | Sl 7T T N #Me3 TECS #I1TF, OIRICe AN AGRIT@E TRoF®
TZAMZ | 9% NG AT T pore Fae oM SoRd | TR edelie 3@ e
SR TPHET AL PN FRRAG & @7 Braie T TrE W FRae sifesafvsr
SR 5! A AT | g 93 T Frare FoResE A | JOAR 32 AW FHCHE@
Tt A1 wIm SeifEe 230w A W

SR, S0, FIEF AT INEAM ‘FrARTT e[ e :*

TR TR FEAN QR PAS-AEfere A AFE TAMIT et @i S
- SIS LB S | EISE S ST U2 SR FJAATS @ G 7era
39 AW AT | G AR @2 W GFMCE (A TG Sgeeid, A
AR o s @2 grefieor TaEe Terel 3feqie™ am Seiier Fef avg
RS strewt T’

IE©, ANV HTH 2F6RF 9T € KT ©fF NPT @ *RFIAR 7 [FE AR
ey | BT Eel, Reaws ¢ Toieifea oy o ATE WHR ©fF AT 6
TAZANR | AW bv Abe JgRRE ¢ [y W ANFEH@ dpife aaeTiR
fomee:

3, Qg :
. ClGareTIE, & SRR (@ FAIS, JTY APTRe AN, AN, 055
(>532 )

R. The Indo Aryan Races, Varendra Research Society, Rajshahi, 1916
(Reprinted by ‘Indian Studies : Past & Present’, 1969.)

©. Mediaval Indian Sculpture in the British Museum (With an introduction
by R. L. Hobson C. B) Kegan Paul Trench Trubner & Co. Ltd, London,
1936.
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8.

FfoRIeT A, ATHY TG T e JAqH Ao, & Il wie
CRIIET, FFETHTST, Sobrd |

¥, st :

o.

Dates of the Votive Inscriptions on the Stupas of Sanchi (Memoir No. 1),
Archaeological Survey of India, 1919.

Archaeology and Vaishnava Tradition (Memoir No. 5), Archaeological
Survey of India, 1920.

©. The Beginnings of Art in Eastern India with Special reference to the
sculpture in the Indian Museum (Memoir No. 30), Archaeological
Survey of India, 1927.

8. The Indus Valley in the Vadic Period (Memoir No. 31), Archaeological
Survey of India, 1926.

€. Survival of the Pre-Historic Civilization in the Indus Valley (Memoir No.
41), Archaeological Survey of India, 1927.

Y. Exploration in Orissa (Memoir No. 44), Archaeological Survey of India,
1930.

Q. GN-4E, ARER [FET AT, Areqrey TGMF &Trs, OIS TIFH AF*,
o319 |

. Ag-Afas :

R *rSTFa AT WHF FAFTOIF LA ‘Dawn’ “AfGw aiesime 3feg™ g @
FEFL A7F A 7 | 9 qoxg e

1.
2.

Some forgotten chapters of early Indian History (July, 1900),

The Middle Ages in India : A History of the People (February & March,
1901),

Early History of Mewar in the hight of recent Researches (October,
1901),

Rana Kumbha : A Study from original sources (April, June & July, 1902),

5. Aryan Migration into Bengal (March, 1904), Four Ancient yaksha Image

(March, 1904) &gre |
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A3 PIFS, &IBT, ey, SO, AP @ T, Miewy 7w, Tvze, afse!, oe!,
The Mordern Review, Indian Historical Quarterly, Indian Antiquary, The
Statesman, East and West, Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society,
Rupam &9fers ofF G=S e *eifys 541 eifie g aferf e 3@ sz
sifafo® 2 Bt | =Gl ‘Bhanja Dynasty of Mayurbhanj and their (its) capital
TANE G g S5 I SOHR oG WA (AT LT I | T <17
@ “Selection from official Letters and Documents Relating to the life of
Rammohan Roy’ &F @I 48 7¥MAR F& (17 IE | A s50p AT
2o 2 | FE AR AT A WoRl-TEIRe @ “[@Rfera ToF fof «B o<t
THDIE QY TS (BT F€ Tgy Ot (37 AN A (WA | T 5TA Sy
AG-2AfGFIT GFIfre Toa Sifer! fomzet

WWW

‘AT O, faS SHTI, ACHIRT, W, SO3¢ |

‘G OG-, SO WKL, ©IVTd, TG, SO |

S @ T, oo SR, AL, 3003 |

‘v, Srerdat e Toreifes Sre, e SIfeam, R@we7, soox |
Hifees ofa=t:

‘IETH APTF, FGRTA, SOd9 |

XA G OIFF T, CEY SOSY |

‘I ST (fAS1F 2B19), FISF, SO |

‘FE, WK 8 (N, SO |

‘foam, tETS, so0 |

‘@ WOl APSY FINHA, WK, 300 |

‘&Pl G FAPBIey foaeer, SARTY, 300 |

‘TG R TV, (N, S0 |

‘@A @ N, W[, S0 |

‘AT TOTOIF QGITSr G2 AT TG, AR, S0 |

TG FICT, (N, SO |

IR, W, SORY |

‘ST QT | (BT, SO |

‘U @ BT, Y, SO0 |

‘TR SINCET AT AT, W, SO |
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I 7eaT, IIEH, vo20 |

‘TrTeT ISl foaE, SAR, 300 |

“S[TRIFE AT, AT, SOW |

‘CTTONCET 4, ¥R, 02 |

PTG A PINTIE, AR, SO |

‘TG TS, (T, SO0 |

‘TG (VT @ (NPT TITes 20T, WG, S000 |
‘SIRINETAIT JCHIALIT, QIKA, 5009 |

‘GeF @ 27 [ ST e, g, Soob |
‘BT FrErE, WL, SO0 |

‘T @ T TH, AT, S00P |

‘G TETRITAT T, WK, 500 |

HTET FAF-ACIIGT TOF, AT, 005 |

TR, IS, 3005 |

‘fewmg Sxge, W, Y005 |

‘mEgEr, (I, S080 |

‘ST @ T, (TP, 980 |

WSITY AT, FIFSF, 080 |

‘2 @HCEIeRT OIS, SARIT, 080 |

‘SHUANFT ST, W, 3980 |

‘RGI7F GFICT G (THICT , T, SO8) |

‘PP AT ANCAZT, WY 8 WA, 08\ |

‘ST FINCNZ FHT G SfAceT AT, W, 59089 |
‘TG, FARRA @ W, 3089 |
N~ QPT FCET AISE, (T, 3089 |

oTeF oA, [, H089 |

‘TP [[QITEIT , TIEA, S8 |

‘e AR I AT, (N, S088 |

‘JreT AR FICEF G APBIeT [Opsia e, O, S08¢ |
‘BT 17, (o, 308 |

Sb)
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‘faeTre @, (T SRS,
‘I, T, SO |
R
‘eI ORI TAIY, T S0 |
T 8 T
‘AT GG, T S93-29 |
‘Zfezrr, SifRe 018 |
‘JITTH W [, ST S06E-Y |
‘ORI AT TRZIT, (5@ SO |
‘AT SfIBIT ZFSZAT, T 39024 |
‘T I, W S04 |
‘TR Y, TEN S04 |
‘Sifzer GRr, tha d0RA |
‘TR [ LTS, CETY SO |
SCADA-TIIFT [T (FERR, Wk @ O S0 |
IS @ FAF, L H00) |
‘oY G JEHF O, ST 8 W[ H00) |
AT, TR S00R |
‘TT ¢ TEN (3SZT), WY d0es |

gfeet
‘GRS, AAT-FIEF 00,
“SIFIT PG G GISIT TG, (STD-IAAT SO,
wifeEy T
sy @Ter, S Ol |
Iy, FEerer ISR ITRHTE 2T d5 T S50 AT Afde |
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‘R@vea foeags , SIAT 00,
‘.. (SICEBAT), T 300,
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“HFEIIGF AT G IRy (SICEISAT), W d08o0,
“TITI T THFRT (TACENET)’, (SIS d08o,
‘Y9 ST GET, AT 080,

‘T Joyr ST e, Wk So8o,

‘ST G TS (ACENGT)’, TTTT H08R,

“©I ANeT @ JIET CANHN, AT 3908%,

‘POIT IRIT I (NS, FI6F 3088,
‘IFETH @ G G, FIFSSF 8 WY yo8¢,

Waﬂﬂ%:
‘ferergier (o), S©00 |
T -

‘OINCIT TR, (T do8o0,
QAT (T 4, (T 983 |

<

O :
‘ORECCT TN TG [FOZIT (SfIBIT 1277Z)°, G 3908 |

East and West :
‘Earlier and Later Indo-Aryan migrations’, October, 1904.
‘Race and Caste’, November & December, 1904.
‘India and Babyfouia’, August, 1905.
‘The study of Indian social history’, June, July & August, 1906.
‘The Origin of the Bengali people’, April & May, 1907.
‘The Hindus and the non-Hindus’, November, 1908.
‘Brahmavadini’, July, 1909.
‘Widow re-marriage in Bengal’, August, 1909.

Journal of Asiatic Society, Calcutta :
‘Dinajpur pillar inscription’, September, 1911.
Indian Antiquary :

‘The age of Sriharsa’, Vol. 42,1913.
‘Inscription on two Patna statues in the Indian Museum’, March, 1919.

bd
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‘Date of Kharavela Date of Kharavela Date of Kharavela’, November, 1919.

The Statesman :

‘Zorostrianism and Buddhism’, a lecture delivered at the Calcutta
University Institute on March 10; Hon’ble Dr. P.C. Lyon presided,
March 11, 1916.

Nature :
‘Alpine strain in Bengali people’, 1917.
Epigraphia Indica:
‘Some unpublished Amaravati inscriptions’, Vol. 15, 1919-20.
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London :
‘Taxila inscriptions of the year 136°, 1920.
Journal of the Dept. of letters, Calcutta University :

‘Mediaval sculpture in Eastern India’, 1920.
‘Four ancient Yaksha statues’, 1921.
‘Races of India’, 1922.

Annual Reports of the Archaeological Survey of India :

‘The Visvantara Jataka at Bharhut’, 1921-22.

‘The Mathura school of sculpture’, 1922-23.

‘The Lingaraja or the great temple of Bhubaneswara’, 1923-24.
‘The Svetambara and Digambara image of the Jains’, 1925-26.
‘Excavations at Sarnath’, 1927-28.

The Modern Review :
‘Inter-caste marriage in Buddhist India’, June, 1919.
‘Hindu Parliament and Saisunaka statues’, March, 1920.
‘The scope and methods of anthropology’, August, 1920.
‘Annual bibliography of Indian archaeology’, January, 1932.
‘Sind five thousand years ago’, August 1932.
‘The Brahmanic sculpture of the Gupta period’, January, 1933.
‘Mahatma Gandhi on the morality of threatening suicide’, December, 1933.
‘Election of two of the early kings of Bengal’, March, 1935.
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‘Hinduism and the untouchables’, January, 1936.
‘The Indian Union, the Mughal empire and the Maratha State’, July, 1942.

‘Catalogue of the Museum of Archaeology at Sanchi’, Bhupal, 1922, with M.
M. Hamid and R. C. Kak.

Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society :

‘Notes on the discovery of Neolithic writing in India’, 1923.
‘Dates of Sanchi inscription’, 1925.
‘Notes from the Madala Panji-Muhammedan conquest of Orissa’, 1927.
‘Notes on the ancient monuments of Mayurbhanj’, 1927.
Rupam:
‘Beginning of the Sikhara of the Nagara (Indo-Aryan) temple’, No. 17, 1924.

‘Notes on prehistoric antiquities from Mohenjodaro’, Calcutta, 1924,
refered to in Coomaraswamy’s History of Indian and Indonesian Art,
Bibl 3.

‘Bhanja dynasty of Mayarbhanj and their ancient capital Khiching’, 1929,
published by the Archaeological Dept. of the Mayurbhanj State.

Indian Historical Quarterly :

‘Pushyamitra and the Sunga empire’, 1929.
‘The hair and the ushnisha on the head of Buddhas and Jinas’, 1931.

21stIndian Science Congress :

Pres. address, Anthoropological Sect. ‘Sramanism’, Sect. VIII, of the
proceedings.

‘Sree Chaitanyas birthplace, a lecture delivered at Gauriya Math’, Calcutta
on May 6, 1934.

‘Anthropology and Ethnology’, First International Congress of Science,
London, 1934 : ‘Race and cult in India’ procidings.

Journal of the Royal Society of Arts :
‘Arts in Orissa’, Vol. 82, 1934.
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Science and Culture :

‘Aryan, Indo-Aryan and Dravidian’, June, 1935.

‘Origin of caste code’, June, 1936.

‘Harappa’, January, 1941.

‘Medieval Indian Sculpture in the British Museum, a monograph’, London, 1936.

‘Three small brass images from the Chittagong district’, Year Book of the
Asiatic Society Society, Calcutta, 1937.

‘Selections from official letters and documents relating to the life of Raja
Rammohon Roy’, Vol I, Calcutta, 1938, Edited jointly with J. K.
Majumdar and with an Introductory Memoir.
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g oo et sife aoe SR cieeE 9% | el wifew Sesife s
v f[fey agaife saEe a8 [eerre smafere e T@aifen A=y
TGRS MR A -LTFR T, HIoTe A2 AR (ACRF T S AR I SRS AICoABI
OfEFACIT FCT T/ FCARCT | INEAW (@AW @ (T fzreR [a@ers @ v
AT Feafeee | fof T @fexiFrema wfve oy ¢ Tgfe Izm F Ffefeq
3o T G FE |

gfogm o, Terie gor ¢ viEsf

S-AIfEE 3fo=RT WO =N, AR, R Agetg N, afeifiE Fiw
Tegme sAfavEer, FEfEt o R AeraE, grerereer, oFd fg e oA agfe
Teifas 4= Afapifere 3o AT ¢ STt TG te SrafeE uiemm Srne
ozt 2 ¢ Wi | T IoRrT ¢ ageligs R @R e e ok SiF
AL T (A IEPm FerPT e ftens wiew fftee ke | el
e bl ey 3form ¢ AFfe ¢ w Jog [en @rm @ ey
it il of EfogT o foors Taqe I (Ol | Wey Top ¢ EoZ boi
foff &g St srfea | qiEne 3foge e IfETorma okl aNeveE
fozpms Sym T ue afenfe e afefie zre o @t @ | @ Ty
fof “ferqa gerem FifFe Ffs e T F0aw | re fof afery Fa= 8 T
@, fafeg wife 8 ufa M 29 wifer St I FReT | @G TR Ty
fof Srear At TR YR JEACR I [IOE [49@ ‘®9 Ffaq aR ‘FFT
AT TS AL (CIT IR AN | Iy (€9 @ T 2 e o
AR e g Ay s o= o 1*° @fsrife ke et AR «& awesm @
Y2 TN AETCY 8 FIANLAY (IS FU OIS L@ A e FACSH |

I 6T BT ZCST AT ARSTS | I PR, SARTE, IeeRfeT, Ffer, wHeear
AR Tor 87 7 3oz TR @S Tl | W3 qe afszifeme ey feE
TGS I, WM N, Ry G 4NY | g W afenfe @wemg @i
S ToE ST A1 w0 @9 ek @i, P, o egfen fRr-fResEe e
37T AAStT T W RN | @ AST@ WO R TNAW 5 @R O T7|
THIFAR CA@T, AT ICAINGI, ICTH6H NI &Y 1% I STepraie Afaifos
SAeN G ASIER TN [ored afe @ vy wFEe feel, of SwH612 =7l




b oIS @it Tortica 2Rt ¢ g

TAfeE o W SR 55a ANET | JFreg e wZil sigface @ g
PO TRAER IS SAfSTee! NG FCE | SFAE, T, TR TANCS (FITAG
TRYATAZ. ¥ A= TN, TR &G Fere fqm{aatat Afl-Farse e e « e
FEMRCET | @ TR ffF wpemeem it frefemm afFrs oy e sy
afefefer SIffe goTe «a2 (FauGR Syow bl MIFH Ao ‘©Ifbg @Twer @
FArorg (T Gfey A 3wafe s PRI [Rege e ege a@w | @@ gl
3535 IR doR0 AT SREI Z[reg Ko F¢3 eif#e & | ciTarerer &ty TN
A IO (Nedre *MET dFo O O K@ | A1 qeaeea Ferioem
AfSFere O I AT T ST | AN 2fo=PT 561 R ToFAe oL
TR At R feafbe |

st

qFTe SRR AN FAFNLT TG ©OF T dlw ¢ Gferega efeway @w
FeiRE, (o @3 o e St fawee arew afsgfies s=wEe
R PICR 2OIT TS 1A A | AR J0 SO befee] Gre e dmr
AT (ERIF | fofd @ Sitwreas Rkl geiie 2R | wwve s =[im
qF T e o 2R Pifefaiag weed am FEee Jow wmaw afs e
Ve | OiF 3P ANERF ot Ty A0 (LT AR (@, 2B AT @ SRS 3oz
DR AP 5T AR (FHiee 2ot 2ferm, s@rey, Tog, AfRey, Fgwe a3
vt e | wiferrs, 3l ¢ sicgfes Bfoept o STABAR 2T = Trotg | o
G A 21 O 3fSZT el Aw TIF S SR FHIET I FITA TN
TS 2CS AT, SICEbAT 7T @ SfFT 20 2[TerR | OIRGl IETR bl 2oz
oI T 5 FIH A 6 @ @ FMRCSr e @ ¢ FenEtE Sow freg
FCEACR | PAET AGTFEHTE FR RS Ot W+e 7Ere Gire Feafee | oy
TAANE T, AFIONE (U AfafFroe fof farem e fag | fof &io« =mmee
@Tes *NfE At Rena | T 97 fReerreng oy 3fegmr wemme aeg
RCACR |

TR TS

WReE IERN Rerae garmice Sfogm I CFa TueTm bv foeem wfige | [
*rota reifer @fsrfm W fof 2fermt e @3 Ted ored ot @ |
AT @1, R, SEeP gfe RuE-Rugad s@ 2fezm J@iom @ s 799
@fszife Fiw o FERMRE, E1F AS@T 7T Rre-FAR =[P A7, TUERTT 53,
SRR (@R, AR JCATATGR, TC60 NGMIF A | Y FPTae Afeq
AN IR T INEAM 5T ‘(NG IS 4 | I© ACHIRAT 26T MG
ofefes o Eformt ag aft 1™ qzel SRew agergs Ruad, Tawd ¢ P




Qfszfie T 5% : G @ T »q

et WeTe FoEe toft e fofy s Wit Yo aferien yfE wge
FeafeeEe | RfbEm fgeerie sy Tt 2fogriel, FRPe ¢ 1@ed TZE 9
QAR AN 59 | CHFQEPTRE, FEH Sy, Sfwag sEfesre weafaifa afo
TSI PR resaed e Tt s fof 1°7 s e o,
AfGTSTT Ve AECE, FE ARE ¢ FFer TeTv e T @F el
afezifre | 2feem, o@areg, oy, @@, fg ¢ fker w1 eefs wemfas e
sAfpifere Siv Ffarees Yo Sy feem ot @ Feifen were 3Rt Ta, (e
wrStere wifes A fest «r SRR gt &y e o amie | fns wrefigfe
Felfer @36 foraifem gefly, S @B Ffo wimore el aifen axfes aeis
RO TS @A =0T AT |

wRIfTA:

> g g e, e, 8¢ <, ArEor afmiE GRS, IR, 2083, . 290 |

¥ PV BTWE ©IZ TN 5 oSS (LA =G (20T | FofT 35 3b T Iremiiey Feeter (Aee Sfer
Afzrer & @ Rt AT Tad =7 | Brgey, @ o N GSm @ifare g g Sfye FwE |
FeTrel FRfmIieTs (2t 2afere O @ el wites Ts I2d +17 fofF Fomidt Feemee Jremr oF
FET R O3 FECH FAIEN (6 4F FEEET TS NE@ 20 PR A2 FET 47 I
“ftag fofy Jgraaet e |

A, 89 98, AT, 7. 00 |

AW 5, (ARSI, I IR e, (e SRffi, FEwTel, 2006, 7. 394 |

© IramAfer, 84 48, AT, 7. 200 |

YT, (I STOTSR A=, IFY WIFA TEI-AF S 3o, (W, WHFIR T2 TS, et
TN : AOIE ¢ JONI, T Y8, WG, Ao el 8 ey S wrdfier, T,
Q03), 7. 05 |

b PG GrRrm e, el Efogr, @9 9, AfoqH, 2004, . 30 |

Tl TSR TR, JICETHC SRIN AT e, 6T SRS ¢, T (& 9F AN 306
fIfbe, TS, 200, 7. 5¢¢; TN 4@ 8 (I (ST TS, FFaPwa (@w e 9%,
3fozr fom, wfEame are ST, S, o (esE, FaFrel, 2052, MYF, THER G @
APV AT |

> I v AT Sy (A0 Toe AEIRITS fore T Iy SpTE ANfeT wEmS e | (g,

IR T ISR, Q2 3, AU, IR, 2005, 7. 859 |

Mukhlesur Rahman, The Varendra Research Society in Modern Bengal, edited by S. A.

Akanda, IBS Seminar, Rajshahi University, vol. 2, 1978, p. 250.

Firoz Mahmud and Habibur Rahman, The Museums in Bangladesh, Bangla Academy, Dhaka,
1987, p. 116.

3



bt

oIS @it Tortica 2Rt ¢ g

3R

59

8

Mg

Y

s

>

pY)

2

W

29

8

e

v

R4

W

W

Y QGRS A e TR reufB | et Wy qeare—oEE € ¢ orE 3200/, req
T 0f5, T fAfife I 8, smmifa IS 8%, wmm 8, (xmiz T4 25 2056, ety w=e
83f5, 5H6TE AT 1B I B13eT 615, et af5, Gaieior fofsr 205, smwas ofF, wiewer 8
(FIICER), 4T FI& AIZS TAFA (4199) do 5, Fewzae eof, Wt Sooofs (Rfeg Foom), cotreirs-
“ffimen 8%, «wiel aie AT Ty WS o wATAT TF© g w88y @I JreE wAgff
3330 e Segracarr | (M¥9, Mukhlesur Rahman, Sculpture in the Varendra Research
Museum A Descriptive Catalogue, Varendra Research Museum, University of Rajshahi, 1998;
The Varendra Research Museum Lybrary’s Accession books-5, 20.01.2000, Rajshahi.

IEY NRFAN WYL @ G A @, T, G, O S, SR e, 3foen Ko, aerdy
FeufwreTs, AEIRY e S5u8 T Varendra Research Museum @3 @rifpSs Fewsa | fof
GRS, ‘ergeligs SIpTEie TP 5rve @F «ata obsession & < S 2@ 1 1” fofy
W8 IR, ‘Varendra Research Museum-d3 <IifFRGIG FoEta AiFiealy Ao *=Ed
&N <t GMFE AT AT ITE T ARET G AL SN AFI 77 | T qremiidy Feeafenzs
T IR B @ via feww | ofw Fitg ey @RIe @I egelfgs i cdier coiter
ALV 2R TS G ZE @S | 2Piors G ST (TR e Ao «3e afregar
SIZTGIRT ST AT NS Y ECE S ATGTHIIT B AR 2T |

FE! (RW RS, &N, 7. SR |
SRF W TG, THEPTT 537, G AZNES 3, G GFITT, Bl Svbbr, 7. S |
I 5, CTGAEI, &S, 5, 509 |

Ramaprasad Chanda, ‘Notes on the Ancient Monuments of Mayurbhanj’, Journal of Bihar and
Orissa Research Society, Vol. 13, part-2, p. 132.

SRFw GBI, e, 7. 59 |

AW 5, O IR, (S 1 9Bt UG (@I, T, do59, 5. TITF Xi.
T SRS AW, F79 freaq (799 gfe, Sear Koy TeferT, AL, Sobq, 7. U |
SO SATT, TR b, @fSRifRE, IE-q, AT S @ 3, (A @ U5, 3808 |
SREw TG, THEPTT 537, e, 7. R0 |

SO SATT, eI b, @SR, ate |

TITSIE, ST T, 08 A |

Tl BN NG, Iifera ZfORIFT 617 471, IET QTS BIFT, do59, 7. €5 |

AR ICATATGIR, 30> owr, (e AR, FaTel, 050, 7. 585 |

2T G, W [T, AT AR, FeThrel, 2000, 7. 539 |

I 5%, ST A, @ BT ST (@A, IS, Svdq, IEHEY TgEmie e
I, 7. viiis AEFw BIGRT, T 59, A, 7. 5 |

A. B. Keith, ‘The Indo-Aryan Races by Ramaprasad Chanda’, Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, London, 1917, pp. 165-175.

SRFw TG, THEPTT 537, e, 7. 28 |



AfSZIfSre T 5 : G @ T vo

v

o)

0O

8

N

oY

©09q

Wb

5

8>

8

89

88

8¢

8%y

LA 5, ZFSRICT I, 2ee, 5. viii.

AY WiTRd, ‘ZfOTT IEIF AT -INLNT 5¥, (IO TAR, FAFTST, 9 (BRI, SpLo,
7. »88 |

TGS SFSETANE TFAFAT (AT (@I AL G356 Bfdce (Moareerg 53 wwe Aife
Rl wez | 5w Sifa doo (3530 ) | IAHL T 5 €W W | IAHAL 47
TS T B SR 32 T ST SINERE | (7Y, AN @ 8 S barder
Tifors, 3T @ TSy : &7 TG @ TFIFHT, NG ISZAGH! (7, WA, T,
2053, 7. 841

ARG G, e, 7. 15-90 |

T, ACHY NGAAIR, A (T SO, Q=T 48, (S, FAITO!, Svdbr, 7. SR-IT AFAC YT,
AN |

TG, 84 48, 2T, 7, 208 |

S SO, TN ST NG QI oA, A, IE-q, FAT Y € 3, W 8
5@, 3808 |

AT YA, RifSercengs Ry 2oz ¢ gmeeT 5%, 3R ST se, T (& @F @

21306 FRTGT, FEFSI, 2003, . 350-558 |

AW 5, eI IR, (S 2 A9IBT SUS @A, T, d559, 7. 80 |

@, 7. 0v |

AT 5, CAGIEAIT, 2w, A2 5, 5. b0 |

SR NPT, R 6 AfRey, ST ARG, FAFTS!, Sobd, 7. 29 |

T SN NG, Iiferd ORI 5517 AIF, IET QICS, BIFT, d559, 7. ¢ |

SRFw TG, THEPTT 537, eSS, . W |

@, 7. |

SRR O, T5AT FRET, T, TGRS A1, AP S, FAPrel, 205%, 7. XX.
BfoZT ST S¢, AN, . 559 |




»o

oIS @it Tortica 2Rt ¢ g




Rotrs wieiter, Sovetees 2feeeT @ segfs e, Ao RefRvrers, fasha i, 2020
ISSN- 2664-780X

GG AT *N T APSwer pivt
T, (g SFR T

Abstract: Pakistan army started massive torture and genocide all over the country
including Dhaka city as a part of 'Operation Searchlight' from the mid night of 25™
March 1971. Pakistan army created massive human disaster in Bangladesh.
Approximately 10 million people took shelter in India to survive their lives. Out of
10 million people 74,93,474 took shelter in the West Bengal of India. As West
Bengal is adjacent to the borderline territory of Bangladesh, most of the refugees
took shelter in West Bengel. Massive human catastrophe also prevailed among the
refugees of West Bengal. West Bengal Government and people became very
sympathetic to the terrible human condition of refugees. They showed remarkable
generosity and gave shelter to the refugees. In this paper | will try to explain how
West Bengal people and government helped refugees to survive and solve the refugee
Problems.
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Owing to well founder fcar of being persecuted for resons of race, religion,

nationality, membership of a particular social group or Political openion, is outside

the country of his nationality and his unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to

avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and
being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events,

. . . - ., 9
in unable or, owing to such fear is unwilling to return to it.
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Abstract: Many questions arise in the minds of the Mughal harem, an air of mystery
is created. The Mogul women used to spend their whole lives in the emperor's harem.
Mogul women were not like ordinary women. They were royal women. So their
social life was different from that of ordinary women. There is no end to the interest
of the Mogul women in their lives, their place of residence, their food supply, their
clothing, entertainment, pleasure and education. European tourists describe most of
the Mughal harem. However, because they did not know the veil of Islam and
Islamic customs, they failed to give a proper description of the Mughal harem.
Gulbudan Begum, the sister of the emperor Humayun, gives a reliable and reliable
description of the Mughal harem. Being the mother of the child of the emperor or the
son of the prince was not their only goal. The women of Harem also knew about the
political changes in the outside world. The women of the Mughal harem also went to
Hajj. They used to attend the royal palace.
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Abstract: Sir Mohammad Azizul Huque was multi-faced and quite well-known
person in political and intellectual arena in undivided Bengal. He rose to prominence
as the Speaker of Bengal Legislative Assembly (1937-42) and reputation in
introducing innovation as the Bengal Education Minister (1934-37) and the Vice —
Chancellor of Calcutta University (1938-42) during the most turbulent days of Bengal
politics. As a versatile person, his profound knowledge was not confined to particular
concern. Amazedly his vast wisdom ha abled to penetrate in view to utilize in every
sphere of human life. Even through, he was the Education Minister of Bengal, but he
possessed a vast proper knowledge on the expansion of Bengal industry. Bengal is a
big river irrigated province and there is big provision for erection of industry on the
basis of agricultural produce. During the Company rule, the Permanent Settlement
(1793) was introduced in Bengal. As an outcome of Permanent Settlement, the
Bengal zamindar was emerged as ally of British and most of the fertile land of Bengal
came under zamindary control as zamindary fief. They exploited and extorted huge
amount of land taxes and other illegal taxes from the peasants of Bengal which makes
a provision to organize agricultural capital, but Bengal zamindars were very reluctant
to reinvest it to a profitable sector like as the foundation of heavy industry. To
purchase the zamindary fief was more profitable than the foundation of any kind of
industry. The causes behind the matter have been explained in my essay. The Main
motto of economic thought of Sir Azizul Huque was to establish a self-reliance
Bengal. He thought regarding the resuscitation of salt and silk industry in Bengal, But
his dream do not come into true due to the occurrence of industrial revolution in
England.

Key words: Permanent Settlement, Zamindar, Industry, Industrial revolution.
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TR (TR TG (A ] SRFEA SHO& 0 T (Tl *f@=7F 9T TFS
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AT IR SfeRelwe | ol AT IR IR (ST 23 R OF S |

I AfceR AT W (R SN & RE 4T G REFEr (55908-
©q), TR LT ToIT &2 FHTE =NF 8 FAFE (3599-8R), Fadre! iz
S SR (5599-8R) | @gﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁmﬁmwww&fm
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T IR | FRAE @7 0 NS G Fo AT fowT | wSa = o ot
wy fof T weorst Fgee @@ ety fcaces | s Itz $R g ¢ o @ 9
SEHI@ AR | (AN (AT NG (O | (TN I@LCH, OF T TR/ Sy
AT TATI AP OO AT BT | SIF (A foem wpmrgrer | fofy @ epmeer
¢, “But patriotism is not the monopoly of any particular party in this country.
Each and every bred and brought in the country, we breathe its atmosphere and we
are interest in its progressive development a anybody else.””

i TS F fofew ol | oA #ifet st T WIS | fFE o6 fAew | @B ¢ fea
Al AIER TAT A FISR (STAETO] O W TE AR QR FIFWA CT6
S AT G Tt 8ol e fces fenfers weas | e Faama quel
LT ©itd “The Man behind the plough” @3 T5a g 331 €2 Qg e
RO Ao TRA0e STAGA A (OB IR 1° @3 Qg foF qeEmw wnd-
Afers freefer 49 e Fibea gretes | o arefere e Tfe ware e s
(6 BT TFa St | @ @PTee fof aee, “I also think that time has come when a
proper and general survey of irrigation possibilities should be undertaken in order
take up smaller project. | belong to a district where small irrigation projects are
necessary for the advancement agriculture, but this is a thing which we have not
been able to impress on the Irrigation Department.”®

WEME Ao TR BEne g [atew A x0T, o SfoNEte, oRe
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oot fsfq ofw siEee 3, “As a member of the Banking Enquiry Committee, |
had occation to investigate certain aspect of the problem in the district of
Birbhom, Murshidabad and Malda and later on as a member of the Retrenchment
Committee, | went fully into the question of model sericulture farm which is not
possible today. It is impossible to revive silk industry by means of big farms. It is
a question of manual labour against machine. This responsible for the decay of
this industry.”®

i e TR FNHRIFITS OF T [Reow w0 38 3G @ #11NF e @i gy
FIAAEI 22T | G @ AR @ Senfre e @, Mo sifwr b Romest st
T | @ AMAICS QAT @N FRLA 5 IR | T R =iy TR (@@ 3
g SRR & 960 AEN (e TR | fof qrew iy [aimd o7 I8
TR TS ferarrern v g AFce «IFeE a | FRd o fofF e, “It

Could not stand against the modern Competition. The cost of production in
handloom and the wages of labourers were prohibitive and | am fully of opinion
that revive this industry by means of model farm in an impossibility.”®
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e | R g o Afafens Yoy sAfqere Fea Ky FeeT TN i | P
el ity Yerew Rfaca o witre: Ao e W11 SiEd FRee @ e
R T9ce =7 71 1 @ 6T TYAT 70O = A1 9 A e &F I, “But
who comes first Industry or agriculture. The agriculturists produce the
commodities, the traders come in later and if we are to look only to the interests of
the traders against the interests of agriculturists and others. | do not think that we
will be doing our duly properly and well. After all, even a money-grabber has

sufficient latitude under the present Bill. We have provided 121 percent to 25
2

percent for him. Is it seriously suggested that industry and trade should develop at
a rate higher than that? Can my friends site an example from any country where
industrial rate is so high as that? Why do you bring in the argument of industry to
mislead people? If industry is to develop, it will only do so when the moneylender
looks to the interest of the country. We are hearing all sorts of things that foreign
capital has come into this country, but why? Because the money-lenders think that
industry is not a useful investment for their money even if they can get 12 percent
for the promotion of a genuine industry.” *

SRS (A NG W TR, OO IR 71T G0 fTojferzr 4wy | o7 JIer e
2pd AR 9 IR I AE A [T ATGR 8 (TRE 20 M | JIER o1
ST TAET AY Y TAE AT G @A (@I AT AL NG e [
SRS I8 RIS F0T (Karachi) siaced $oF fies Face =7 A1 I 200 A ved
SRES | TO R G AR ARIC e qrery A2 oo AW | T AR ey
e e ot 27, o @3t ome fofi o G fae o sree g v, fofT
I, “I will give you the figures Taking the jail rules which certainly jail rules do
not verge upon liberality, each man on a verge requires seven chataks of salt
daily. This gives us a annual figure of ten seer or twenty pounds and our total
requirements in Bengal this amount to 14,000,000 mound and the position will be
that on extra taxation of 4 annas 6 pies per mound, the figure will exactly come up
to 40 lakhs. That is the exact figure which we have to pay. | do not wish to take up
much time of the council, but | think that is impossible for the consumers in
Bengal to pay this extra taxation today.” ”
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fTSTe! FANER FA I QIR AT a9 MG Jroiea A @ | I@HE AT
e IR AT T FAN (@ IE2 2 A1 @ o7 Fof e, “In the mean time,
by this taxation an attempt is being made to release a bill of Rs. 40,00,000 from
this province for the benefit of a few producers outside the country. I have not yet
known any example in the history of the world where the producers of one country
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are allowed to dominate over the consumers of another country. Rebate proposed
to be given to Aden Merchants and half of which will go to an Italian firm may be
necessary if Italy is to be appeased but not in the interest of India. | should have
expected Government to give a lead to production of salt on this presidency and
spend money on it. But where there is none and there is hope for no such future.”
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@ MR (@ IE 39 Teoimey @ T gy feeT | g e ey @y =,
e T aF qfdfene Teame W@a? ST RIIE @ [T Sgfed & SIS
SPTH FACE | AE HFFE OF3 AN O A12F AT & GRS AW @zl
TS | Q goree fof qeew, “At the same time | fell that there is a good deal of
feeling that if salt manufacture is commercially feasible, every possible step
should be taken by the Government of Bengal with a view to develop this industry
in this province. If such an industry, which is such a prime necessity, is
commercially feasible then it is always possible to find a market for it.” >°

fof @ SR@ W@l I, TR TRAMTTR G AT TPTRTES 2B
TP ATF SRS I 7, O O AIFEN ST« “State Industry Board”
FffETFSC IR =1 TAWT A9 5 1 ©f *RAFREFOE HEHFT FCo AE | O
I SRS VS AW JAPRE T W, & FoF v e @3 AT TeeTE
e a1 @S St | O @ F@ ‘The State Industry Board’ =& owied eFe
FCPT WS | ©ve Afedg O Fome &, “The State Industries Board is the
proper authority which could be authorized to make this enquiry. If that body finds
that this manufacture is not commercially possible, much of this feeling will die. |
therefore fell that the Government ought not to leave this question to the
Government of Indian, but that a Committee constituted in this province should be
authorized to examine whether this salt manufacture might be commercially
possible.” >
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The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 9" July, 1928, p. 105.
e PSR, A ARG N, B, T 2000, 7. 0ba |

The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 20" March, 1929, p. 233.

The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 23" March, 1934, pp. 503-504.
®  The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 23" March, 1934, p. 504.

*  lbid., p. 504.

The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 22™ August, 1933, p. 69.

" The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 24™ March, 1931, pp. 436-437.
® Ibid., p. 437.

The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 13" March, 1934, p. 79.

The Proceeding of Bengal Legislative Council, 13" March, 1934, p. 79.



RS et Towicas 2Rt ¢ wegfe e, aremidr fReafmier, fasta sk, 2020
ISSN- 2664-780X

TR AT M (Sob-dpup): IS AT SRR T
T, (I, i e

Abstract: During Ayub Khan's rule (1958-1969) the spirit of nationalism leading to
independence gradually developed among the Bengali peoples of the then East
Pakistan. It is to be mentioned that General Ayub Khan forcibly assumed the power
on the 27 October 1958 from the then reigning military ruler Major General Iskander
Mirza by staging a successful coup d'etat. At the same time, he also declared himself
as the commander in chief of the armed forces of Pakistan. He thus established his
absolute authority in the country and started to rule with heavy hands. He imposed
ban on politics and outlawed all political parties. The people of East Pakistan had
faced extreme suppression from the very inception of Ayub regime. He also
postponed election that was scheduled to be held in February 1959. At the sametime,
a good number of progressive and leftist political personalities including the top level
leaders like Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
Abul Mansur Ahmed were arrested. Through the imposition of martial law and
disbanding basic rights of the people, he started continuation of his dictatorial rule
under the garb of Basic Democracy and thus was able to halt the tide of democratic
struggle for the time being in the country. But with the passage of time, the sprit of
nationalism developed among the Bengali people and they began to take part against
the dictatorial rule and demand democracy. This awareness and active role of the
Bengali people eventually overthrew the Ayub regime. In this article, character of
Bengali nationalism and autonomy moment has been analysed on the basis of
historical materials and contemporary newspapers.
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JET | S5¢y AR Q BRI ATV O (@PTT (o7 (SIe 2H™ e
A AN AT Mo e A TR AT AAFRE TATS I IS
AT * T ST S @R T AT A (STt T2 N3 AT L
AT WIZF HPTe e S | @2 A S svey e Al qifser wea,
FU ¢ AMMF TR I I, SO AL @ LWHF SNew AR (906
M ] | AT Aeefod vel e (Aol I QR Sl e Rzias e e |
O foff o CHamidt Fies AT 07 09w, ‘| have no sanction of law or of
constitution. | have only the sanction of my conscience.” &8 29 SFRT G
(ST BT A AT AT SHFWF ACNE FAOP® I €8 A AT
(EPTCTT, YT CHTS ¢ A4 AN AR T =T | GTF WRSH A AF {29
I SfefRe FET | AL AR > 7 Afcsias e Kfegea Feifes
(S AF | ATeT @ ATifgs [FAva afee o @ ol feet 711 o sves AT
FFAifice Sy v IfSe et FE | GO (e TRART FISCE@T ST
6 | ARV oo fof Iefsta@a @miiz T Fces 9 | FIore g3 foff o
FEIe A @ifeFel ANeR &= (SF Qbel S | fof (@=elt I @, ANES
T AP FEILE IR AN AIZ TG | (T IS 79 12 fofe aersifass
[IF! LTS @2 (FHTF QFTo FALIYT AT, AN A TP T -TAAFSIF A
seferye | srreq afsv o7 foft ot fifiea fea aRms efwrfs o |

@ WRET A e qFe o Aemitew | fof f&ma aages ifes s 7 | 58
foibe = Aeaifsmma fmdifbe =0 ST 2t | g #felfes «fsw frems s o=
féivs [Afoe TaR #0F WRST AT FEIH AMCFA (9 | AGeAF 7ol 8 Aeiaresd
wesigel ffim (el T o AR SRR WA S SEI ®F 1 Q@ SR N
ST, (1Y G TR, e TR SAZIT L 2T IO (ToT BIGS FRTACHT STRLT
VT @ YfSAET AHAST (TSI 8 TN (@FOR T | FeFAY o zenw T
FHIRE B T4 T | G W04 AT 42 Q2. eifer Sieoms @ woifa et 1° o g
ATGHIT B (1 (@I ST, AW € AFBE CITHAS FEN SIFIPe I TS,
S TR RS (A0 IRee T 27 | AN =7 Kot Aedifreons ot s
VA T 1ol fof areifevne et W 8T Q=0T T Sees T q
w3E fAdifbe segPmR (Samrel) (Elective bodies disqualification order 1959)
seFcel EBDO @ak PODO (Public Office Disqualification Order ((Rifa »m #fite
SIS MG o) A 76 S wifd FeEe, 3 fee s Serereifas | errrer fofy
GlfeTS SiIo JIFN T T GACTH FIA TRGHIT ST T | EF, AR SA13T
GFRTOrE afenl 2efe A IR ST AR HTOIEe (ForE AT Ta
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TS FHFA LS T AbY (FI© HfGPe O AF YR WS AT (AR TG0 A |
OTSRZ AW Ty FATORF DRI-SRET o7 27 | I@e3 W38 =0 T Areifer
OISR TR FIET | W ToT (AT 358 A ArHWIRE W, dSobe AT
@FTEs &6 ¢ “fF-oFe &, G OFl 8 TFoA (F@ WSIT A [{easr
*ACE], 77 @ #F5N ARV oy ST (T Tepva #AfcafFee [Feia e
Y (7 (GO TR 2 ©f &0H SAZAFIA! AR |

SoL8 AT AFEWIRT WF: SoL8 FeTa WFes ©ie Wafge JIFE ‘e e
e afFe WES AW (71.)-97 Wi I sAfifoe aaft ooz 2or v ==
APV TR GO =T FIfS 0T SIfSTT ST @3 (PRI PRTamacs oiF
ST (FRIF & THI e AE | T @ (AT AW FCF AR K Ay 7
TR wien 2 17 (RN WR%T R MES 49 9O, O AFIERIHC @
ArFRMIRE AT T S o8 20 20 | CHAGIRT TP QTR SoIce M0y
faton S g Wi Ao TPECE! (A O YiE WHMCS AT FTOH oL
NRITICT TR ~Ife 32 b8 73 |

SoU8 TR 4 S (A BT AMTE! G TS HLFPIR (I ST (Tore
O3 o femg-prersE, reifer-aifa v *1e e Wiqy Ffeaw 27 | Yo wigFifa ©f eve
Fo G 1 TN ML B g, G4 ¢ WA | I Oy @ o
SR (RIS ST IR Sy AT SIS wA} AL AT Sree e
SEETE ZEA! BT | TR S (A0F &Y TRMRAE T Fa00 (A 3¢ T
IR VT @E SR GRS TR RN AEAE G ToTC T
e TR e e fige =1 et weaesr ciemmsg fefee G
IS T RCHE WG S (e AereiR w6 17w effSries i bR
& FIE GTIT TS WE w7 Feriferg aetafes o, ga-31, e sifam
T, 3NE 8 AAMEmE GF @ TR W eferay FRH AT = | FreT
foreT Seast Al (T o Ifergw F= 1°° FfRf o (A o s el vrene’
REATT 93 PR 2 T & | GTe 7 AR R-Preme T T2miEs
Tl @3 AT INER Rerta T8 Mo S Sifer afs S=ene wien SR oo,
WHRIST ST T4 3R AT 3% ¢ e Sfayers 7% F99 I @0 27 1°
SIS #A (FoT (<Y Jfeq TR, Sreieq = <, MW A, el Sgw (e
GItF 5CT TR *12F T TRAGFCTI @0 vz Sty Fa0e AKNT S | S FETe,
TEGE AfeToRe GIICTH R TS SHF S *RelA M@ (e =7 | TSI A
AT B AL VAT IR emz @ Rifees s a0 27 ¢ i
2SIy T2 O FOFFOOIL G W | oS eI PR MIele’ ARItas = o
4 = AR [RfeTe 35981 791 27 1 O R SFRAER AFHE 8 U AN Al
TR AGRITS OF A ArFAFNT [<PCa TS NN W I | AGFSW T (<4
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R TR, SIS I I, VYW ST, SAfeT AW, =N NG TN, S Se
G, ST AW, T R, T @ YR, MRS 2 =W 1Y G (3l A
8 e WRTST U e e Fare ¢ =7 | O f[Gerea (1o Woag ers A |

AoUE AR (@APTES A5 @ @FTTS WBTT AW S5es A e Foreg JZr A
@ PRET [Af¥E N T I AT FERET @F Sy @ Tt 3RS
TRFIET FIRFIZ G2 TAFIT FAPS AT TIe FRFIR G Fereifags Reegeae’-a3
[IZ FA | Sdpvo AMER 5> TR AW @F el I ey T B
¥ e ‘Gifes serear af .8 (Basic Democrate) &1fb® &7 | @2 sirea@dr 38
@FFAR (@PTTT WITT AE A6 IQET T UISG (A €32 G0 *Ted enitTd
ol (M &Y | {6 @9 afewal fee 971 @3 *ForEd WA Svbe AR R
IR T 7 AFAfS 15T TgFe 201 vu TER S¢ TR (AF aeiue Wfm
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A5 (NCFEET e I | GF SR BT & GFS NEANE S A A
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AT TeIPCe Ol TR 7F AFVICT BT AT 25053 IR FICSH f&gi AT Sv-898
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(ST LY. 0 AT BT AT I FICST IR 21T wu.0b 1*° BT Ferreer Sy
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COP & Sye¥ (ol NG STl fEi5eT eerife gl oo (s [Rae A |
BTG AT QYT TS SR AFBICH AL BT Jerooeda S o2
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Abstract: [The reign of Subedar Shayasta Khan is written with Golden letter in the
history of Bengal. He ruled Bengal for about two decades. He strongly established,
Mughal rule in Bengal. He founded many famous architectural structural in his
region. Among them paribibir Mazar is the most spectacular one which was build in
Indo-Irarian style. It was as edifice of affection for is beloved daughter. The death of
the very beautiful princes was unexpected & mysterious.]
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Abstract: Rohingya issue is a global concern today, however it has a long history of
hardship that began from 1785 when the King of Myanmar occupied Arakan. After
British control of Arakan in 1825 equipped the emergency because of wrong British
strategy in Myanmar which rejected the Rohingya as an ethnic minority bunch in
Rakhine. During the Japanese occupation from 1942-45 Rohingyas turned into the
most exceedingly terrible casualty of Buddhist nationalism which was associated by
Baurma Independence Army and extremist Rakhines. Subsequent to getting
independence from the British, Myanmar Government demonstrated antagonistic
mentality to the Rohingya. From that point onward, the Rohingya keep on suffering
from various types of regions and human rights infringement in Myanmar because of
them being denied of Myanmar citizenship. They are victims of an assortment of
types of mastery, for example, subjective tax collection, land deduction, destruction
of mosques, torture and abuse, extrajudicial executions, limitations on developments,
constrained ejection and house demolition, implemented workers on streets and at
military camps, and monetary limitations on marriage. Since the 1970s, various
crackdowns on the Rohingya in Rakhine have constrained them to escape to
neighboring nations. More than one million Rohingyas have moved to exile camps in
the Bangladeshi region of Cox's Bazar. In this article, the writer has attempted to
investigate the root and improvement of the Rohingya crisis by pin pointing the
British occupied Rakhine, Japanese domination, independent Myanmar with special
reference to several laws, several commission reports.
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Abstract: The invasion of the United States of Afghanistan occurred after the attacks
in 11 September, 2001 and was supported by close US allies. The conflict was also
known as the US war in Afghanistan, which was aimed to dismantle al-Qaeda and to
establish it as a safe base of operations in Afghanistan by removing the Taliban from
power. The United Kingdom was a key ally of the US, offering support for military
action from the start of preparations for the invasion. It followed the Afghan Civil
War's 1996-2001 between the Taliban and the Northern Alliance groups. US
President George W. Bush demanded that the Taliban handed over Osama bin Laden
and expel al-Qaeda. The Taliban declined to extradite him. As a result, the US
launched Operation Enduring Freedom on 7 October, 2001 with the United
Kingdom.The US and its allies rapidly drove the Taliban from power by 17
December, 2001, and built military bases near major cities across the country. Most
of al-Qaeda and Taliban members were not captured, escaping to neighboring
Pakistan or retreating to rural or remote mountainous regions during the Battle of
Tora Bora. In December 2001, the United Nations Security Council established the
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to oversee military operations in the
country and train Afghan National Security Forces. In the popular elections of 2004,
Hamid Karzai was elected president of the country, named the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan. In August 2003, NATO became involved as an alliance, taking the helm
of ISAF. One portion of US forces in Afghanistan operated under NATO command;
the rest remained under direct US command. Taliban leader Mullah Omar
reorganized the movement, and in 2002, it launched an insurgency against the
government and ISAF. This article highlights the different stages of invasion towards
Afghanistan.
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Abstract: Two Major Lebanese Muslim Communities, Shiite-Sunni Conflict are part
of the Shiite-Sunni Conflict in Arab States in the Middle East. The Shiite-Sunni
Conflict here is not religious but political. The Shiite-Sunni Conflict erupted with the
election of his successor to caliphate after the Prophet’s death. Shiite doctrine was
strength after martyred Hazrat Ali Rasheddin’s forth caliph in 661 AD. After the
battle of Karbala of the 10" Maharam in 680 AD. Shiite publicly makes their
appearance as Ali’s party. Syria and Lebanon came under Muslim rule in the seventh
century under the rule of caliph Omar (Ra.) and in the same century, many expertises
seem to be that the Shiite doctrine spread in Lebanon. From then until the 12"
century, Shiite-Sunni Muslims lived together in concert. There was no disagreement
between them. In the twelfth century, the Shiite Muslims of Lebanon acknowledge
various forms of discrimination by the Mamluk rulers, which continued until the
Ottoman rule. Ottoman-Safavid Conflict Impact on Lebanese Shiite Muslims during
Ottoman rule. By the Ottoman administrations affected the Shiite Muslims in
Lebanon. With the fall of the Ottoman Empire in the First World War, France
established mandatory rule over Syria and Lebanon. Lebanese Shiite-Sunni Muslims
have been opposed to French rule since the beginning. But shortly afterwards the
Shiite accepted the French rule in Lebanon. As a result, Sunni Muslims on the one
hand, fell under the wrath of the Mandatory Authority, while on the other hand they
also disagreed with the Shiites. In 1948 and 1967 AD. Arab-Israeli wars about seven
lac Palestinian homeless. About four million Palestinians seek refuge in southern
Lebanon, the Shiite population. Conflicts between the two communities gained new
levels of focus on the Palestinian refugee problem. The president Hafiz-al Asad in
Syria’s supports the Lebanese civil war the Lebanese Shiites and the Israeli backed
Falanz force the Shiite-Sunni conflict is in extreme form. The impact of the Syrian
civil war that on 2011 AD has affected the Lebanese Shiite-Sunni community.
Lebanese Shiite-Sunni Muslims go to Syria to participate in the war on their own
behalf and on their return home they try to apply it to each other. Saudi Arabia and
its allies favor Sunni Muslims in Lebanon’s Shiite-Sunni dispute Hezbollah on behalf
of shiite Muslims, Iran supports its allies with weapons, money etc.
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Abstract: Dr. Muhammad Gholam Rasul hailed from Salar, Murshidabad but was
born in Calcutta and also educated in Calcutta. But his working place was in Bogra,
Munshigong, Jessor, Rangpore and Rajshahi as a teacher in the Department of
Islamic History and Culture at College and University level. Actually he was a
reknowned professor, learned scholar, skilled teacher, fulltime researcher, staunch
muslim with special learning towards religious doctrine of Islam and Sufism. He had
no formal relation with Chittagong and it was neighter his birth and working place
nor his burried place. He had his personal, family and intellectual relationship with
Chittagong. An attempt will be taken in this article to anlyse the multidimensional
relationship of Dr. Muhammad Gholam Rasul with Chittagong on the basis of
primary and secondary sources and followed by scientific historical research method
with a short note on his biography.
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Abstract: Ornamentation is an important part of Architecture. It can be said the
Architectural character of a building. In the history of ornamentation of Muslim
Architecture in Bengal the position of chain and bell motive is very significant. In
Bengal of the Sultanat period it was used in Terracotta. It was the most popular
themes of the Hindu Pillar ornamentation. The chain and Bell was given
innumerable shapes to make it Islamized and acceptable. A notice at only some of the
monuments of Gawr —Lakhnawti and Pandua-Firozabad will make the point clear. In
the Sultanat Architecture of Bengal was used the chain and bell motive and to focus
it in the muslim Architecture of Bengal, It is the main object of this Article.
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Sir Banister Fletcher, A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method, (University of
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Abstract: The Arthashastra of Kautilya is a text on political science and is not
primarily concerned with society and its organization. Nevertheless it cannot avoid a
reference to the social order and life prevailing in society, for political life has no
existence outside of society. The work no doubt lays down rules in social matters as
it does in political matters; yet it was bound to take notice of the facts of social life as
it found them. And though much theory is mixed up in the references to social
organization, one may still regard the social life reflected in the work as throwing
light on the conditions that actually prevailed when it was composed. An attempt has
been taken in this article to show the condition of the society of that time. We would
not be far wrong in maintaining that the social and religious life directly or indirectly
revealed in this text reflects more or less faithfully the actual conditions of the day.

T : AErER, AHTHN AR AHHPRLET AIFS WAL b oo Fifzrey
feeme 7| e wAifReey, IgEEer, SRAEERRER AR I agifite ¥ wre
TGN ACACZ | ARITSICE (A N ATPS AT F6y THfFe fow Scersa
sifztFe 2 |

A e AfRrey AP s WD neifs, qate, amte=rs
Sfe=Tg e Sfefze T 2R [FE FF FITT 77 | AR FHE e G
Sebiere feet 91 | FZome RIS IFIEFAR FNET S Aedr P | RS
G LR e I w RCACR 1 IS ASHET @p e ar
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AP TR WG (@ R A o ©rg wd sAegel (rAr AR | (1 R
g qJe AT A THEAREEE @ WG SIPe (SIoe FINEF e | ATIT (T
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subsistence of mankind) =< =11 27, WKF ITWIS @ S (the earth which contains
mankind) ©1F FIe wg | @ *F @13 AT WL TRYS INF S ¢ ARER SAR
(the means of acquiring and maintaining the earth) fzefer 3 o1 I 27 1° @2
a3 AT Sy g G aFad @ meRe S f[Tew |° e EREE
9% e eema @PITHRR i o757 (@0 Tereare B ARGET T4 e T
©F SPCE ST 8 GRS ARG AT ST FHE RS AP R
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ifoers g Bfea T S 1eET aEIRce (B TN SEe A AT | N
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8 I Bl Tod TMAKT W (T JOIE #NGT AW ©f (e BT WAt
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“Ever since the publication of the Kautiliya Arthasastra by R. Shama Sastry in
1909, the question of the authorship and date has been the subject of a rather
heated controversy. The traditional view in this matter is that Kautilya, also known
as Canakya or Visnugupta, who destroyed the power of the Nandas and placed
Candragupta Maurya on the throne of Magadha, is the anthor of this work’**

©I2 YR I T1F-

“Kautilya’s Arthasastra is a work of immense importance in the field of Indology.
Ever since its publication in 1909 by Dr. Shamasastri, it has made a stir among
scholars throughout the world. It has caused a great deal of controversy over its
date and authorship as well as the intrinsic value of its contents’”"

QIR o Aremitexicad «F swawy @3, N. C. Banerjee 3 ©19-

“The very fact that this almost universal adoration is paid to his memory, shows
that Kautilya was in his own days regarded as a master, whose worldly wisdom
and foresight gained for him the veneration of his contemporaries”””
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FANETE: TS FISCAMTS =8 ANSAIZT AfeFiHre =70 | “States of Societies’
IECS AT S<F! AT A3 gam | et 5. . I awEwes- “Kautilyas’s
Arthasastra and Aristotle’s politics analyze political systems in ways which are
still of interest to the socilogist’”®
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“The Arthasastra is a text on political science and is not primarily concerned with
society and its organization. Nevertheless, it cannot avoid a reference to the social
order and life prevailing in society for political life has no existence outside of
society......... though much theory is mixed up in the references to social
organization, one may still regard the social life reflected in the work as throwing
light on the conditions that actually prevailed when it was composed’”>°
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“Life in the city is intended to be wellregulated. Residential accommodation is
reserved for different communities and traders in the different quarters of the city.
All arrivals and departures are to be reported by the citizens. Movements at night
are to be allowed only in emergencies or under authorization.””>*
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Abstract: Militancy and terrorism is a global acute problem. Nowadays it has
become a burning issue in the world including Bangladesh. A class of misguided
people whe are continuing such type of misdeeds under the musk of Islam. As a
result, Islam is known as a religion of peace for decades and the Muslims are being
defamed and persecuted. At present Islam is indeed a religion of peace, order,
reciprocal harmony and fellow-feelings for each other. Islam infact dictate the
teaching of showing love, kindness, tolerance, softness towards mankind irrespective
of caste, creed and colour. Our reverend prophet Hazrat Muhammad (Sm.)
established world peace, with his generousity, forgiveness helpfulness and being
fascinated by the beauty of Islam. Many peoples in that time took shelter under the
shadow of Islam and found the abode of solace. Even today by being fascinated by
the universal flavor of Islam people are entering in Islam in different ways. As a
result the enemies, disbelievers of Islam are, infact worried and panicked. The
misguided people have got the oppurtunity by creating militancy and terrorism in the
name of Islam. Islam never supports terrorism and militancy rather strictly prohibited
killing, blood shed and disorder.
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“Using or willing to use force or strong pressure to achieve your aims, especially

to achieve social or political change”.*
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A person whose opinions, especially about religion or politics, are extreme, and
who may do things that are violent, illegal, etc.
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Terrorism, the systematic use of violence to create a general climate of fear in a
population and thereby to bring about a particular political objective.™
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