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Message from the Chief Editor

The Research Journal, Department of Islamic History & Culture, is
going to launch its third volume with 23 research articles contributed
by the faculty members and researchers of Islamic History & Culture,
History, and relevant other disciplines from home and abroad. The
articles are of acceptable standards and will hopefully come to the use
of the students and researchers of various discipline, specially of the
Islamic History & Culture.

The publication of the journal is the result of collective efforts of all
the scholarly members of the editorial board. They have ungrudgingly
helped me in its publication. I am grateful to them for their
cooperation. | thank the teachers and officers of the department for
their assistance and also the employees of the Uttoran Offset Printing
Press for their support. The present volume (Vol. 3) is the last volume
of the journal under my Chief Editorship. Earlier 1 had the
opportunity to remain involved as Chief Editor both for Vol.1 and
Vol. 2. I wish this journal every success in the succeeding volumes.

Professor Dr. Md. Fazlul Haque

Chief Editor and Chairman

Department of Islamic History & Culture
University of Rajshahi

Rajshahi-6205

E-mail: fazlulhaque@ru.ac.bd
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My Historical Testament
Dr. Syed Anwar Husain®

After having crossed over six and a half decades of my life as a homo sapien as | look
over | find that the bulk of my life has been spent in the service of Clio. | have had
history as my amour propre ever since | had my first exposure to this discipline as
junior school student way back in the mid-fifties of the just gone by century. Ever
since then history has also remained my first love; and most certainly, would remain
so until my mortal life meets with predestined end. In fact, of the total length so far of
my life more than two-thirds have been spent in teaching and researching history (I am
not sure if | have ever been able to teach or research history; for | am yet to be
properly blessed by Clio). But prima facie, history has been my profession; and more
that that- a vocation. The prime reason for my romance with history is my unwavering
knack for seeking truth as I trudge through mixed experiences of life. Rene Descartes
and Mahatma Gandhi throughout their life sought and found truth in their own and
different ways. | am quite unlike them, but have the audacity of hope to be one of
them as a very humble seeker of truth. History, as well-known in Leopold von
Ranke’s construction, is a subject that seeks nothing but the “naked truth”. One
qualifier is that the historical truth is tentative, not absolute. The historical truth
changes as the supporting evidence changes; and even assumes different perspective
as interpretations of facts vary. Nevertheless, history is a discipline which is
overwhelmingly concerned with truth.

As my active profession nears its prefixed end | deem it my duty to put in words my
feelings about the discipline - with which | have so long had a romantic tryst. In
effect, what | contemplate would end up being my historical testament (I admit such a
claim may sound somewhat tendentious; and this is so in view of the fact that | have
already put across that | am yet to comprehend history in its entirety, and for which
reason, | still consider myself as an apprentice of history). But as | set out to do as per
my humble undertaking | find myself simply overwhelmed by the enormity of
changes and profundity of expansions that the discipline of history has undergone
during my yet to be completed life time. I, like any denizen of the planet earth, have
seen and lived through changes - some of which rewarding, and some disastrous.
Indeed, change is always a mixed phenomenon. Yet it was the English poet John
Donne, who in the 17" century had an unqualified commendation for change when he
wrote.

Change is the nursery;
Of music, joy and eternity.

* Professor Bangabandhu Chair, Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP), Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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But Winston Churchill was more discerning and realistic about change as he said,
“There is nothing wrong with change if it is in the right direction.” Right or wrong,
history has to be the record-keeper and analyser of changes. As such, the job of any
historian (which | have all along been trying to be, but so far had no success) is really
daunting.

I

History now needs reappraisal in terms of both definition and content as a discipline.
It is disquietingly insufficient, and may even be erroneous to regard history as simple
a record of the past or a discipline that means only a dialogue with the past (E.H.
Carr). The ancient Indian wisdom vis-a-vis history as Iti + ha + asa meaning it was
like this or things happened like this, although underscores the content of the
discipline, fails as a definition in the contemporary context. Benedetto Croce provides
the relevant cue for redefining history when he suggests that “all-history is
contemporary history.” In suggesting so he appeared to depart form the prevalent idea
of history and contemporaneity of all historical accounts.

A professional historian, like any human being, is the product of his time and space
and the ideas contemporaneous to him. But it does not mean that his mindset is not
inclusive of only the host of ideas of past origin. He does borrow on the ideas
preceding his time and space, but he does that by entwining the same with those of his
contemporary times. Thus the mindset with which he goes about the business of
historical studies combines both the past and the present perspectives.

Nevertheless, as an entity, his mindset is a contemporary one, and he looks at the
human happenings of the past through the prism of his contemporary mindset. In
explaining the job of a historian in such a perspective one more angle of vision
becomes pertinent. All history, and all works of historians have the present context;
and which appear to be an exercise covering the gamut which spans the present and
the past. While an historian works in an environment specific to his time and space,
and with the mindset produced by his time and space, he, in fact, looks at historical
past for serving the purpose of the present. All historical works would be exercises in
futility unless they serve the purpose of the time and space contemporaneous to
historians. After all, knowledge and wisdom have an applied value and perspective. If
history is understood to be an exercise in the past happenings without relevance for
the present then this would be a discipline without any applied value; and, which the
creative humanity can hardly afford. All creations out of human ingenuity have been
possible and would ever be inevitable because of the felt-need of some sort.

Thus the discipline of history assumes an applied value of empirical significance when
defined as one that seeks to understand the present in the context of the past. The past
here is not an end in itself; it is a means for understanding the present. Thus
conceptually and definitionally, history ought to be a two-time dimensional discipline,
and certainly not a uni-time-dimensional one, as is generally misperceived. The third
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time-dimension, that is, the future, is beyond the scope and purview of history.
Nevertheless, historical sense growing out of the study of sequence of events endows
its beholder with a spirit that helps him understand the future better than anyone
without a sense of history. Perhaps this is why Winston Churchill, a person whose
erudition was enriched with a strong sense of history, had it to say: “As you look
longer back you can look farther ahead.”

Taking the above statements into consideration, history may be redefined as a discipline
which seeks to understand the present in the context of the past. Defined as such, history
assumes an applied value; it demonstrates how the present does not exist in a vacuum, and
has certainly roots deep in the past. In fact, by its very disciplinary nature history bridges
the present with the past.

In the changed context of time and space, history has more jobs to do; it seeks to
understand the present even in the present circumstantial context. Gone should be the
days when history was a discipline which demanded its practitioners to wait a specific
period of time so that dust would settle on the specific episode, and then an historical
analysis could be attempted. But ever since the growth of a branch of history known
as contemporary history in the post-World War Il period current happenings have
come within the ambit of this type of historical exercises. More than this, a successor
to contemporary history is already in existence, and called instant-history (Trevor
Roper). Instant-history is an instant historical analysis of current happenings. A simple
historical analysis uses the cause-effect paradigm. In other words, while analysing a
recent happening the contemporary and / or instant historian links the same to its
background. For such an exercise he, like his colleagues working in traditional history,
may not have to dig out facts and evidence by rummaging through old documents. As
he is an eye-witness to any event, he analyses the event historically by using his
perception with the aid of contemporary sources of information, both print and
electronic. But he may or may not look up the documents/evidence that are of recent
origin.

Thus, history as a discipline stretched from the hoary past through to the happening
present. Perhaps with such a logic in mind, the eminent American historian of German
origin Hannah Arendt has titled a collection of her scintillating historical essays
Between Past and Future (1961). Implied in this title is the present on which she has
collated her essays.

The traditional definition of history revisited, contested and updated, it is, at this stage,
in order to look inside out the historical truth, to which a poignant reference has been
made at the beginning of this essay. In fact, the historical truth is the core of the
discipline of history, and derived from historical facts. Again, when fact is
adjectivised as historical it implies that all facts relating to human happenings may not
be historicised. It is the professional job of an historian to sift historical facts out of
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myriad facts and process the same for transformation into the historical truth; and in
between comes in the specialised craft of history and that of historian. But it is not
simply a mastering of the craft of history that endows a particular historian with the
requisite professional expertise. Above all, what he needs, as Lord Acton rightly
pointed out, is the right mindset to imbibe the ethos and underlying spirit of his
exalted discipline. Mere professional efficiency sans the mindset has been found to
mar many historical exercises.

As suggested, there is an in-between stage between the historical fact and historical
truth. The stage may be illustrated by borrowing David Easton’s Input-Output Model.
Although designed primarily for explaining political decision making process this
model may also be of use for our purpose, albeit in a modified format. Thus following
David Easton the following diagram illustrates the historical truth-making process:

Input Conveyor Belt Output
Facts Historian Historical
picks up
historical
facts, and

adds analysis
and philosophy
arising out of
his mindset

Source: Adapted form David Easton, The Political System (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1953).

The in-between stage is termed here conveyor belt wherein the historical truth is
processed, and which is not merely mechanically quantitative, but qualitative as well.
In the postmodernist context, this stage has undergone almost a paradigmatic shift.
Why this has been so is explicitly argued by Gertrude Himmelfarb:

Where once the great masters of history were Gibbon, Macaulay, and Ranke, they now
seem to be Durkheim, Weber and Levi Strauss. The currently fashionable subjects come
directly from sociology catalogue: class, mobility, family childhood, work, leisure,
literacy, poverty, crime, violence, mobs, ethnicity, deviancy, sexuality. And, the new
subjects are accompanied by new methods. Where history was primarily (often entirely)
narrative, now it is primarily (often entirely) analytic. The old questions, what happened?
and how did it happen? have given way to the question, why did it happen?

Thus she draws the conclusion that “a revolution ... is taking place in historical
studies.” But one limitation in her approach is that she mentions sociology only as the
discipline from where contemporary historical studies draw themes and subjects.
Indeed, by being entirely multidisciplinary in content and approach, history draws
sustenance from all disciplines: including psychology; and history linked to
psychology/psychiatry has spawned the branch known as psychohistory.
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Moreover, history of nations in relations with each other known as diplomatic history
has given birth to the discipline of international relations; and, now diplomatic history
draws heavily from political science and international relations.

This section closes with a suggested formula for the redefinition of history:
Facts —» Historical facts + Analysis + philosophy— Historical truth = History.
Il

This section is about sharing my perception vis-a-vis a current trend of historical
research known as oral history. This is a branch of history which grows out of record
or transcript of eyewitness accounts of historical events. The process of recording
history from oral sources or keeping history recorded orally predates the invention of
writing. The ancient African tribes, for example, had amongst them oral historians
known as griots. They had a wonderful memory, which was the repository of tribal
history of generations.

But a systematic beginning of oral history may be traced to the late 19" century when
some American anthropologists collected materials on the native American folklore.
They did so on phonograph cylinders. In the 1930s, the Amrican Fedral Writers’
Project collected accounts from various groups who had witnessed the Civil War,
Slavery and other such historical events. The Library of Congress also undertook a
project to record traditional American music and folklore onto acetate discs. The
appearance of audio tape recording following World War 1l made the task of
recording oral evidence easier.

In 1946, David P. Boder, a professor of psychology at the Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago, interviewed the survivors of holocaust in Europe and
produced the first recorded Holocaust testimonials. These recordings are commonly
referred to as the first recorded oral history of some significant length.

The next stage in the evolution of the American pioneered oral history was reached in
1948, when the Columbia University historian Alan Nevins, established the Columbia
Oral History Research Office. This was the first institution of its kind, and was tasked
to record, transcribe and preserve oral history interviews. The British historians mad a
start in this new branch of historical studies in 1969 when they founded the Oral
History Society. This institution, however, got off officially in 1973. From the
beginning, this institution has had contributions from labour and social historians as
well as archivists, folklorists, ethnographers and researchers in oral tradition
(including the School of Scottish Studies). By the second half of the 1970s British
feminist historians were found to take active part in the activities of the society. The
Oral History, journal of the society, founded by Paul Thompson, has since its
inception, provided a forum for the practitioners of oral history. The journal has also
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rendered a commendable service in recording histories of individuals or groups who
have been under-represented in historical accounts.

Thus developed and elaborated in the 1960s and 1970s, oral history became a field of
academic investigation and study by the end of the century. At about this time, the
Italian historian Alessandro Portelli and his associates added a new dimension to oral
history exercises by concentrating on memory, whether accurate or faulty, as a
component. Their published work has since been referred to by the relevant
researchers. Many oral history researchers now include in their research the study of
subjective memory of the persons they interview.

By the century end, BBC although non-professional, felt induced to use the oral
history methodology for its own purpose. In 1998-99, forth BBC local radio stations
recorded personal oral histories from a broad cross-section of the population for the
series “The Century Speaks.” The endeavour resulted in 640 half-hour radio
documentaries, broadcast in the final weeks of the millennium. The documents so
collected became the largest single oral history collection in Europe, known as the
Millennium Memory Bank.*

A few words on oral history methodology. Oral history gleans historical meterial by
asking any interviewer open-ended questions and avoid leading question that
encourage people to say what they think the interviewer wants them to say. Some
interviews are “life interviews”, conducted with people at the end of their careers.
Other interviews focus on a specific period or a specific event in people’s lives, such
as in the case of war vaterans or survivors of a tragedy.

Methodologically, oral history is sometimes likened to journalism. This is so because
both are aimed at finding truths and compiling narratives about people, places and
events. But such a comparison and/or akinness is questionable. Apparently, both these
branches of human exercise may have a common goal, but they differ in the final
analysis. Journalism is not tasked with philosophising about the unearthed truth, but
history is and without which, no collation of facts about any truth turns out to be
history in the proper sense.

At inception, oral history concentrated on interviews with prominent political
personalities, diplomats, military officials and business leaders. In the 1960s and
1970s, historians began to use the interview technique more often, specially for
retrieving history from below. As this technique became widespread and popular, it
was found out that one-person interview could give only one perspective of an event,
while many other perspectives remained unnoticed. Moreover, it also dawned upon
the researchers that individuals might misremember events or distort their narrative for
personal reasons. To overcome such a problem, interviewing widely was started, and
points of agreement were sought among many different evidences/narratives.’
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At this stage, attention is drawn to some kind of conceptual incorrectness of the
terminology of oral history. It is both terminologically and methodologically wrong to
call something history which comes straight out of the lips of someone who, at one
stage, witnessed the happening on which his statement is recorded. There are at least
three reasons for contesting the terminology. First, how could a historian be so sure as
to veracity of a single person’s statement on some historic event? As in the case of all
other sources/ evidences, the oral ones are to be cross-examined and veracity
ascertained before accepting them for historical construction. Second, human memory
(if it is the case of a single person’s memory) is not always reliable, especially when
someone is called upon to reminisce over his distant past, and that too at his ripe age.
Realistically speaking, memory failure may happen even in the case of younger
interviewees. This memory dilemma vis-a-vis oral history has drawn attention of some
of the practitioners. Gilda O’Neill, for example, writes, “I began to worry. Were the
women’s and my memories true or were they just stories? I realised that I had no
‘innocent’ sources of evidence - facts. | had, instead, the stories and their tellers’
reasons for remembering in their own particular ways.® Duncan Barrett, on the other
hand, cautions against the perils of relying on oral history accounts. He writes, “On
two occasion, it became clear that a subject was trying to mislead us about what
happened - telling a self-deprecating story in one interview, and then presenting a
different, and more flattering version of events when we tried to follow it up ... often
our interviewees were keen to persuade us of a certain interpretation of the past,
supporting broad, sweeping comments about historical change with specific stories
from their lives.” Alessandro Portelli also comes up with the statement that despite
their value “oral history sources force upon the historian ... the speaker’s
subjectivity.” Third, if the one making statement was a participant and/or part of the
historical happening, there are chances that he would magnify his personal role; and
this may happen in the case of even his autobiography (if he writes). This has been an
observed problem in many of the autobiographical accounts. This is why Virginia
Woolf in her celebrated essay “The Art of Biography” called for “Verifiable facts” as
sources for any biographical/ autobiographical account. It may not be irrelevant here
to add a personal experience with memory based oral evidence of history taken from
participants of a historical event. Back in the 1980s, Bangla Academy set up a
committee to undertake writing of the history of our glorious Language Movement. |
happened to be a member of that committee. The committee worked assiduously for
some months; but at one stage, the project had to be abandoned prematurely. There
were at least two reasons for such a fate of this well-meaning project. First, very many
versions of one episode came forth from the surviving participants of the Language
Movement, and the committee found it difficult to construct a connected history from
such contradictory oral evidences. Moreover, whatever came out of such evidences
were mostly found to be at variance with what could be gleaned from such written
records as newspaper clippings. Second, most of the participant-interviewees were
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found to be magnifying or glorifying their own involvement, not always corroborated
by supplementary written records.

As all these being said, it is not intended to dismiss oral history as the newest addition
to the methodology of historical studies; it is accepted with a caveat. For reasons state
above, anything coming out of the lips of an interviewee based on his questionable
memory cannot straight away be called oral history; it can at best be called oral
evidence of history, which after being subjected to the due historical process would
turn out to be historical fact, and out of which emerges the historical truth. But until
these stage are covered, no evidence, however, genuine and dependable, is to be called
history, oral or otherwise. There is indeed a polar distance between evidence and
history; and, for that matter, no evidence per se is straight away history. It is, however,
true that history based entirely on oral evidence may be called oral history. But
mostly, and unfortunately, whatever is gleaned from interviews of a certain person or
persons is passed as oral history. Methodologically and as per the underlying spirit of
historical exercise, such oral evidence cannot and must not be called oral history.

Concluding Words

I have always considered history as a mother-discipline. History contains seeds as well
as roots of all the extant disciplines. History is also a discipline with a global outlook,
and as such, history cannot be parochial and communal in approach and orientation.
Anyone imbibing the spirit of history as a discipline is bound to be a human being
with a humanitarian outlook and universal mindset. History is thus the most humane
of disciplines.

Endnotes

1 The historical background of oral history is collected from http:// en.wikipedia.org/ Oral history. A

somewhat detailed account of oral history is given here as next to nothing is known in Bangladesh
about the genesis of this branch of historical exercise; but there is ample awareness about the existence
of it, which is attested to by the Oral History Project under the auspices of the National Museum.

Mark Feldstein, “Kissing Cousins: Journalism and Oral History”, Oral History Review, Vol. 31, No.1,
pp. 1-22.

Cited in Wikipedia, see note 1.
* Ibid.

Allessandro Portelli, “The Peculiarities of Oral History”, History Workshop Journal, Vol. 12, No.1,
1981, pp. 96-107.
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The Oriental and Occidental Education in Bengal
Dr. A K M Yaqul Ali*

For systematic and coherent educational system various steps were taken, and form
time to time several dispatches were made for the reorientation of education in British
Bengal. In this connection it will not be irrelevant to refer, as background, to the
system of education that prevailed in ancient Bengal. There is no denying the fact that
Bengal had much wealth to afford for her development in the past. Before the advent
of the Muslims to Bengal as conquerors in the early 13" century A.D. it was ruled by
the Sena kings. They were orthodox Hindus, and in their times education was confined
to the privileged class of the Hindus. The common people were denied the right to
education, Sanskrit being the language of their scriptures and the court as well, was
enthusiastically studied by the nobles and the Brahmins. The Senas, therefore,
extended their patronage to the cultivation of Sanskrit language and the Brahmanical
culture. Besides the king, courtiers, nobles and the Brahmanical class the language of
the common people was Bengali. The language was despised and there was no scope
for its enrichment. Moreover, there was no religious sanction behind the study of any
language others than the Sanskrit. The Raurava hell was prescribed for those who
studie and heard the religious scriptures i.e. the eighteen Puranas and the Ramayana
in other language than the Sanskrit". There is no evidence to show that in this period
steps were taken for spread of education among the masses. On the contrary, the
Brahmins who were considered to be the dominating section of the people, ill-treated
the Buddhists and the lower classes among the Hindus. Ramai Pandit in his
Niranjaner Rushma has portrayed this aspect of the society?. Lands were granted by
the rulers to the Brahmins for the flourishment of Sanskrit language and culture.
Copper plates of that period bear witness to this fact®. It is, therefore, presumed that
education mainly Sanskrit learning was the privilege of the upper class and the
Brahmins in the Sena period.

The conquest of the Lakhnawati kingdom by the Khalji Turks under the leadership of
Ghazi Ikhtiyar al-Din Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji in 1205* brought a great change in
the social structure of the Sena domination. The Muslim congquerors of Central Asia
carried with them the rich tradition of learning and culture to Bengal. All barriers of
race and colours were eliminated, and the people were attracted to the principles of
equality and fraternity as enunciated in the code of the Shariah. The people felt a sigh
of relief and hailed the advent of the conquerors as the blessings of God".

Education did no longer remain the privilege of the upper class, rather facility for its
acquisition was provided for all sections of people. The early conquerors for the
spread of education among the people built madaris or institutions of learning in all

* Professor Emeritus, Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of Rajshahi.
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important places of conquered territories®. The general and lower class Hindus got
impetus from the example of the Muslim rulers, and they took interest in education
which had so long been denied to them by the Brahmins and the upper class Hindu.
They were at liberty to study the Sanskrit and Bengali languages in their institution of
learning.

The early conquerors who were racially of Turkish origin brought with them the
Arabic, Persian and Turkish languages to the land of their conquest i.e. Bengal. Of
them the study of Arabic and Persian was encouraged while the Turkish was confined
to a limited few of the Turkish race. Therefore, two indigenous languages (Sanskrit
and Bengali) seemed to exist in this land at the early phase of Muslim rule. Turkish
become obsolete for not being backed by the court and the Sanskrit lost its previous
position with the decline in the supremacy of the Brahmins’ following the Muslim
conquest. The Chines envoys in the later period found both the Bengali and Persian
Languages spoken by the people of Bengal®. The epigraphs of Bengal from the 13"
century A.D. to the later part of the 16" century A.D. incised mainly in Arabic® testify
to its use in this land. It is not, therefore, unreasonable to presume that the Muslim
rulers of Bengal of the period referred to above favoured Bengali as the language of
the common people, Persian as the language of the court and Arabic as the language of
their religion.

The Muslim rulers of Bengal were aware of the fact that without providing adequate
facility for education the law and order situation of the country would not improve,
and the society would be liable to disruption. Hence the Sultans of Bengal took all
possible steps for founding the educational seminaries of elementary and higher
learning in the capital cities and other towns of the country. A number of madaris or
the institutions of learning such as Madrasah at Mahisantosh', Madrasah at
Sonargaon™, two madrasahs of Triveni of the time of Rukn Al-Din Kaykaus (1291-
1301 A.D.) and Shams Al-Din Firuz Shah' (1301-1322 A.D.), educational seminary
of the time of Nasir al-Din Mahmud Shah (1442-1445 A.D.) at Khitta Simlabad™® the
Darasbari madrasah of the reign of Shams al-Din Yusuf Shah (1474-1481 A.D.) at
Firuzpur', the Belbari Madrasah of the time of ‘Ala’ al-Din Husayn Shah (1493-1519
A.D.) at Gaur™ and the Madrasah at Qasha Bagha'® are recoded in the literary and
epigraphic sources. Most of these institutions of learning were financed by the Sultans
and their deputes’’. The courses of higher studies both religious and secular were
given to the students in these institutions of learning. Persian being the court language
was the medium of instruction. The syllabi of each madrasha were framed
independently by the chief mu ‘allim or the head of the institution in consultation with
his other colleagues, and on the completion of the courses by the students he had full
authority to award profiticy certificate to the deserving candidates. The ruling
authority did not intervene in any policy taken by the individual institution for the
betterment of education in the country.
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The courses pursued in the madaris or the institutions of learning were mainly Tafasir
of the Qur‘an, Tashrih of the Hadith and the Figh. Besides these subjects, the subjects
of secular nature such as logic, arithmetic, medicine, al-chemy, hindasa (geometry),
tarikh (history), astronomy, archery, calligraphy and others were also taught in the
institutions of learning. The statement of Abul Fadl confirms this. He writes, “Every
boy ought to read book on morals, arithmetic, agriculture, mensuration, geometry,
astronomy physiognomy, household matters, rules of government, medicine, logic,
higher mathematics, science and history, all of which may be gradually acquired”ls.
The madaris for advanced studies kept provisions for all these subjects for the
students. But they were not required to study each and every subject. They were free
to select some for specialization from among these subjects according to their own
likings except those which were compulsory for all. There had been different grades of
madaris on the basis of the subjects taught in them.

The Hindus had the equal facility of studying their religious education in the patshalas
and tols. The Hindu boys who aspired for government job could sit with the Muslim
boys to learn Persian language and receive secular education in the institutions of
higher learning. This system seemed to be prevailing in some places in later times as
is evidenced from Adam’s Report which relates, “The Persian schools are nearly as
much frequented by the Hinds as by the Muhammadans, for the Persian language is
considered as a requisite accomplishment for every gentleman, and it is absolutely
necessary for those who are candidates for offices in the court of law™™. The Sultans
of Bengal patronized the Bengali poets and encouraged the flourishment of Bengali
language. Thus education covering all important aspects of learning made a great
stride in the times of Bengal Sultans.

Bengal was annexed to the Mughal Empire in 1576 A.D., and it was name as Bangal
Subah. The Mughal Subahders and Nawabs of Bengal administered efficiently the
affairs of the Subah since its inception down to 1757 A.D. when she lost her
independence in the battle of Plassey at the defeat of Nawab Siraj ud-Dawla. The
capitals of Mughal Bengal were successively at Rajmahal, Tanda, Dacca and
Murshidabad. The system of education that was followed during the Sultani Bengal
continued in the times of Subahdars and Nawabs of Bengal. In addition to the madaris
and the educational seminaries of the Sultani Bengal referred to above many other
institutions of learning were founded by the Mughal officers of Bengal in various
important places of the country. The Subahdars and Nawabs of Bengal were mostly
men of learning. Hence they took positive steps for the spread of education among the
people of this land. In this connection it may be mentioned here that new educational
institutions sprang up at Dacca, Murshidabad, Sonargaon, Chittagong, Bihar
(Burdawan) and Mongolkot under the patronage of the Mughal officials and well-to-
do persons of the locality. The subjects taught in the institutions were similar to those
studied in the educational seminaries of the Sultanate period.
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Persian was the language of the court and medium of instruction in the madaris or the
institutions of learning in the Mughal Bengal. On the numismatic and inscriptional
evidences it can deduced that less attention was given to the study of Arabic as
language and literature in the Mughal period in Bengal. But that does not mean that
cultivation of Arabic language was altogether given up. However, various
contemporary historical and literary works testify to this fact that along with Arabic
and Persian due consideration was given for the cultivation of Bengali and Urdu
language.

There existed a number of tols and chatuspathis for the Sanskrit learning in Mughal
Bengal. This liberal policy of the Muslim rulers was not devoid of any tangible result.
It broadened the outlook of the people and enhanced their power of respectability. It is
to be noted in this connection that the Persian language and Muslim culture had left
lasting influence on the social, intellectual and cultural life of the people of Bengal. Its
impact was so tremendous on the upper and middle classes of Hindus that they
became perciaraized in language, culture, dress, etiquettes; just as many people
become Anglicized during the British rule. They enthusiastically studied the Persian
languages, mastered in it and were provided with jobs in the civil and military
departments of the Mughal administration in Bengal.

This state of education continued till the establishment of British rule in Bengal after
the battle of Plaessey in 1757 A.D. In the early phase the British ruling power seemed
to maintain a policy of neutrality in matters of religion and education of the Bengali
people. They were aware of this fact that the people of this country would not
acknowledge their supremacy if the principle of ‘divide and rule’ could not be applied
to them. With this end in view the administrative policy of the foreign mater of Britain
was to extend enormous facility to the Hindus, the dominant section of the people of
this country, and to stop gradually, but tactfully the privileges, even the legal rights of
the Muslim population at the early stage. To the former it was nothing, but a change of
master and they hailed it without any prejudice. But to the latter it was very hard to
reconcile as from the position of ruling class they were relegated to be ruled.

At the initial stage of the English rule in Bengal no measures were taken for any
change in the educational pattern of the country. It was Charles Grants, the British
civilian who first advocated that English education should immediately be introduced
to educate the natives properly and make them attract for the western way of life®.
But his suggestion failed to receive consideration of the British authority of England.
The endeavors of the spread of western education started working from the direction.
These English missionaries with a view to propagating christianity among the native
people set up English and vernacular school in different parts of the country. Thus the
people were gradually and slowly attracted to English education. In this connection it
can be mentioned that William Carey came to Calcutta in 1793, established a
Christian mission at Serampore and began studying the vernacular language to attract
the local people to the Christianity and to the English language as well®!. It was,
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however, not till the years 1817 that a concerted attempt could be found for the
diffusion of English education in Bengal, particularly in Calcutta ad its immediate
neighbourhood®. Yet as far back as the opening of the 19" century A.D. we find a
growing appreciation of the value of En%Iish as a medium of culture on the part of the
educated Bengalis, specially the Hindus®.

The establishment of Hindu college at Calcutta in 1817 opened the doors of
opportunity for the enthusiastic Hindu youths to take to English education. The
establishment of the college was followed by that of a large number of institutions,
both in and outside Calcutta for teaching English and imparting a system of liberal
education. The contemporary Bengali periodical throws light on the foundation of
such schools and colleges along with other details. We can trace out a reference to no
less than twenty five such institutions of English learning in Calcutta before 1835
when the Government decided to extend its patronage to English education®. The
activities of the missionaries in this direction were so great that the period between
1830 and 1857 has been called the “age of mission school”®. Their main emphasis
was, during this period, on English education. They conducted besides a number of
elementary vernacular and English schools at different stations in Bengal, five
principal institutions in Calcutta for higher English education. These were the General
Assembly’s Institution at Garanhata, the Free Chruch Institution at Chitpur Road, the
London Missionary Society’s Institution at Bhawanipur, the Baptist Christian
Institution at Intaly and the Church Missionary Society’s English Seminary at
Mirzapur — all except the second were founded in thirties of the 19" century A.D.?*

To climb the ladder of prosperity the desire for English education was, however, so
great among the Hindus that even the most orthodox of them sent their sons to
missionary English schools”’. The rush of the students was so great that when
Alexander Duff opened in 1830 exclusively the first missionary English school in
Calcutta then for want of accommodation he had to introduce some restrictive rules
and sort of admission test?. It is, therefore, reasonable to presume that the Hindus in
general with the exception of a few orthodox caste Hindus were very eager to receive
English education even it be in the missionary schools to achieve the ultimate goal of
procuring good position in the administrative machinery from the very beginning of
the British rule in this country.

To meet the growing interest of the people, particularly the Hindus for English
education many institutions were founded by private efforts, and both Englishmen and
Indians co-operated in this work. In a leading article in the Inquirer of 1831 it is
observed that formerly the benevolent foreigners alone founded schools for English
education, but later on the Indians came forward to share the burden. The Christian
missionaries founded several schools. Some schools were founded by private
individuals. David Here, Raja Ram Mohan Roy and G.A. Turnbull each founded a
school. Lord Bishop of Calcutta established a college in 1820. The students of Hindu
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college took a leading part in establishing new schools, and in 1831 there were six
morning schools in different parts of Calcutta, founded and managed by them.

There are occasional references to various subjects taught in these schools. These
included, besides a knowledge of English literature, geography, philosophy (both
Indian and European), history (ancient and modern) painting, handwriting and various
arts and crafts.

Regarding the mode of examination some notions may be formed from the references
in the contemporary periodicals. It appears that a separate public examination of the
students of every school was held every year. The examination was conducted by a
number of educationists in the presence of a distinguished gathering including high
officials, English ladies and important Indians. The boys of different classes were
asked question on various subject and their written works were also placed on the
table. The boys who passed the tests of the examiners were declared successful and
grades were marked against them. The meritorious boys were publicly honored by
rewards of books.

As has been pointed out earlier the British Government showed indifference to the
introduction of English education in this country at the beginning and adopted a
neutral attitude. But realizing the keen interest of a large section of Bengali people,
especially the Hindus for English education the Government of India set up in 1823
the General Committee of Public Instruction to devise ways and means for promoting
education in the country. By this time controversy arose to the issue that whether the
medium of instruction would be English or vernacular or any other oriental language.
Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a great exponent of English education, and he put some
proposals for the promotion of western science and literature to government®. Lord
William Bentinck came to India as Governor General in 1828 and gave his full
support in Raja’s favour on the promotion of English education. Regarding the issue
of the medium of instruction the General Committee of Public Instruction were
divided among themselves. The orientalists espousing the cause of the learned
languages of the East, namely Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit advocated that adequate
steps should be taken for the promotion of these languages, and the western science
and literature, having been translated into these languages, were to be taught through
the medium of either of these languages. The Anglicists, on the other hand, favouring
the cause of English and vernacular languages strongly advocated that English should
be the medium of instruction and the vernacular be taught to a certain level. Macaulay,
on his arrival in India in 1834 as a Legislative member of the Governor General’s
Council and being appointed the president of the General Committee of Public
Instruction, exerted all his efforts to introduce English as the medium of instruction in
all levels of western education.

The final decision of the Government, putting an end to the long and bitter
controversy between the orientalists and Anglicists, was announced on the 7" March,
1835 in a brief resolution of which the substance was that the great object of the
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Government ought to be the promotion of European literature and science among the
natives of India, that the medium to be used was the English language; and that
education fund should be employed on English education alone®. The orientalists did
not give up their cause; rather they continued their efforts to procure a repeal of the
Resolution of 1835 which was conceived in a spirit of judicious compromise. At an
additional cost of Rs 31,000.00 only to the Government Auckland could guarantee the
maintenance of the existing oriental institutions without relaxing the effort for English
education®. Meanwhile William Adam, who had been appointed to survey the
existing institution of Bengal and Bihar for the need of oriental and vernacular
education, submitted his report at three stages on July 1, 1835; December 23, 1835
and on April 28, 1838. The last Report embodied a concrete scheme of vernacular
education and technology exposed the absurdity of any scheme of national education
through the medium of English®. But no attention was given to the main theme of the
Report. However, inspite of difference of opinions English was made the medium of
instruction in the institutions of western learning. To give utmost stress to this point,
and for its successful implementation English instead of Persian was declared to be the
only official language of the Government from April 1, 1837. This decision of the
Government shut the doors of employment for the Muslim youths who mastered in
Arabic and Persian learnings, in the government services.

Gradually steps were taken for further development of English education in the
country. In 1842 the General Committee of Public Instruction was replayed by a more
powerful body, the Council of Education which formulated various rules and referred
to certain opportunity with a view to capturing the imagination of the people in large
number to higher education. The Council directed its efforts to the improvement of the
quality of text and teachers and organized regular system of educations which
eventually became passports to public employment with Hardinge’s Resolution of
October 10, 1844. Even for the lowest offices it was declared that ‘persons who can
read and write to be preferred to those who cannot’. In order to make the examination
system more scientific and fair, the Council in 1845 recommended the scheme of a
University as an impartial examination body to set the standard of excellence. The
recommendation of the Committee was not given effect to at the moment. In its
previous system the list of examiners included venerable name like those of Macaulay,
Trevelyan, Cameron, Prinsep, Dr. Grant and Principal Mill.

The Education Dispatch of 1854 going under the mane of Sir Charles Wood was
trumph of constructive legislation. It formulated “a properly articulated system of
education from the primary school to the University”. The broad principal of “English
for the select few and vernacular for the masses” was adopted. But the most distinctive
characteristics of the Dispatch were plans of the University and of grant-in-aid. The
Council of Education had begum with 7 colleges and 16 English schools maintained
by the Government. When the Director of Public Instruction was set up in 1855 the
schools had multiplied to 14; but within a year and a half 79 English schools received
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grant besides 140 vernacular schools, mostly in metropolitan districts®. The Hooghly
College which was started in 1836 was financed by appropriation from the Haji
Muhsin Trust Fund. In 1855 the Hindu college was transformed into Presidency
College, open to all communities, with liberal provisions for Arts, Science, Medicine,
Law and Civil Engineering. The Dispatch of 1854 as referred to above gave tardy
recognition to the recommendation of the Council of Education in 1845 and suggested
the opening of the Universities on the model of London. The University of Calcutta
was constituted by Act Il of 1857 as an examining and regulating body. The revised
Regulation of the University in 1862 made provision for the exclusion of the
vernacular in the answer of all subjects other than the vernacular in the Entrance
examination. The high percentage of success obtained by the students in the
University examination gave incentive for the establishment of college in the district
headquarters of the country. Successively first grade government colleges were
founded at Dacca, Rajshahi, Comilla and Chittagong. By 1881-82 the number of
colleges rose to 12 Government, 5 aided and 3 unaided ones. The period of 1882 to
1902 witnessed a remarkable development of colleges not only in Calcutta but also in
Mufussil towns “where local zamindars provided the building and in some cases
contributed to the queep, but the cost of maintenance was met out of fees and
Government funds” **.

The English and higher education up to the closing years of the 19" century remained
within the reach of the rich, rising Hindu aristocrats and wealthy people of the
metropolitan cities and district-towns. The bulk of population of rural Bengal, and the
Muslims especially due to economic stringency and some other restrictive rule of the
education policy of the government could not avail the opportunity of English
education. This will be evident from some figures quoted in the Amritabazar Patrika
of August 12, 1869, from the Education Reports of the years 1865 and 1867. In 1865,
9 Hindus and no Muslim passed the M.A. Examination, 41 Hindus and no Muslim
passed the B.A., and 17 students, all Hindus passed the Law Examination. All the
Medical graduates were also Hindus. In 1867, 88 Hindus and not a single Muslim
passed the M.A. and B.A. Examinations. The endeavors of leading Muslim like
Nawab Abdul Latif on the one hand the munificent charity of Haji Muhammad
Muhsin in 1873 on the other increased the number of Muslim students in the English
schools and colleges. This is proved by the following figures. In 1881-82 the number
of Muslim students pursuing their studies in colleges in Bengal was 106, while in the
High schools there were 3,831 Muslim students. Between 1858 and 1893, the Calcutta
University produced 290 Muslim graduates®.

With the opening of the 20" century the Muslim leaders seriously gave thought to the
English education of their fellow brethren. In the first quarter of the 20" century the
total population of Bengal was 45,483,077 of whom 23,989,719 Muslims (forming
about 53 per cent) the largest Muslim population in Bengal is in the Northern and
Easter districts of the Presidency. The Calcutta-based higher education was out of
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their reach. This is why the number of Muslim students in the college stage in 1917
was 1,639 (only 8.8 per cent of the total number of students of all creeds) whereas in
1912 it had been 810 (7.3 per cent). These percentages of Muslim in other stages of
education were (compared for the same two years): high schools — 20.5, 18.3; Middle
English schools — 33.2, 34.1; Middle vernacular schools — 34.1, 29.7; and primary
schools — 49.5, 42.8%®. The Muslim elites of this part of Bengal put forward the
necessity of founding a University at Dacca early in 1912. The then Viceroy Lord
Harding made an official announcement into this effect, and a committee was set up in
May, 1912 under the Chairmanship of Robert Nathan to drift a scheme for the
University. Moreover, the Report of Calcutta University Commission (1917-19)
contained certain recommendation, the main outlines of which were adopted by the
Government and embodied in legislation, to the effect that the University should be
unitary, teaching and residential, with a territorial jurisdiction over a radius of 5 miles
from its convocation Hall*". However, to fulfil the long felt need of the people of this
area the University of Dacca came into being on July 1, 1921. The university started
functioning with the opening of the departments of English, Arabic and Islamic
Studies, Persian and Urdu, Sanskrt and Sanskritic Studies, Philosophy, History,
Economics and Politics, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Education and Law. Later
in the following session, a Department of Commerce, closely associated with the
Department of Economics was added. This, the establishment of Dacca University
created much opportunity for the vast multitude in rural and urban areas of north and
eastern Bengal to enter the threshold of higher learning. The Calcutta University
remained as before the affiliating body for all the colleges of Bengal Presidency
except those of Dacca city®.

Broadly speaking the higher stage of education in Bengal could be divided into
secondary and collegiate education, the latter leading up to the University, especially
the Calcutta University which as the highest point in the educational system of the
province. Secondary education again could be divided into middle and higher schools.
The middle schools of Bengali of Shah Waliullah and Mulla Nizam ud-Din, might be
sought for the instruction of the students in Muslim Law and such other sciences as
were taught in the Muslim schools. Accordingly Warren Hastings called upon Molla
Majd ud-Din and on his consent a madrasah with the syllabi of Dars-i Nizami*® was
started in a rented house near Sialdah station in October, 1780. Later a plot of land
was purchased in Buddopukur and a square building was constructed for the
Madrasha. Lord Hastins recommended the Madrasha to the Directors as providing a
recruiting ground for native public servants. The Nai’b Nazim or the Principal Officer
of the Native Courts of Law was also instructed that whenever vacancies should arise
in the Fawjdari Courts, they should be filled from the students of the Madrasah upon
the production of certificates from the superior to the effect that the individuals
nominated by him were duly qualified for their respective appointments®. The syllabi
of Dars-i-Nizami continued to be taught in the Madrasah till 1791, but after that
certain modifications were suggested in the syllabi for the improvement of Arabic
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learning. The courses after modifications included the subjects like Arabic Grammar
(Sarf, Nahu), Rhetoric (Balaghat), Literature (Adab), Jurisprudence (Figh), Principles
of Jurisprudence (Usul Figh), Logic (Mantiqg), Hakmat, Kalam, Riyadi (Arithmatic),
Fara’iz, Munazirah, Tafsir and Hadith. Gradually further additions and alterations
were effected in the courses of the Madrasah. In 1820 some concrete proposals were
made by the Committee of the Madrasah to the Governor General, and these were
accepted and given effect to.

The old system of assessment for the proficiency of the students by the superior was
replaced by the introduction of public examination in the Town Hall of Calcutta in
August 15, 1821 inspite of strong protest from the teachers as well students. The
second public examination in the same place was held in June 6, 1822 in presence of
the leading personalities of the town among whom Mr. Tomson, Dr. H. H. Wilson and
H.D. Princep were worth mentioning. Even the officials of the Law Court came to
witness the examination. This system proved a success and, therefore, the system of
regular examination was henceforth introduction in the Alia Madrasah. The
environment around the site of the Madrasah was not congenial for its health and
flourishment. So the Madrasah building was shifted to the Muslim populated area of
Kalanga (the Walesley Street) and the foundation stone was laid by the Governor
General William F. Amherst for a well planned grand building on June 15, 1824. Its
construction work was completed in 1827, and classes of the Madrasah started in this
new building from August, 1827.

Madrasah was the only educational seminary where the Muslims did not hesitate to
send their wards for the acquisition of learning. By this time need for the cultivation of
western literature and science was felt by the people of this country, and it was fitting
that Madrasah for Muslim boys should participate in the career of advancement.
Therefore, to realise this objective an English class was formed in 1826, which was
abruptly broken up, but reformed and organized as an English school in 1829,
continuing in existence to 1853. But the Anglo-Persian Department of Calcutta
Madrasah proved a success. This Department teaches only upto the Entrance standard,
and its undergraduates have either to join the Presidency College to carry on their
studies further in English and qualify themselves for honours or to join the Arabic
Department of the Madrasah and select Arabic for honours. It is, therefore, evident
that Hugly Madrasah of Haji Muhammad Muhsin run by his endowment and the
Calcutta Madrasah were the two principal institutions of Muslim learning. The bulk of
students approximately 80% flocked to these institutions from the north and eastern
Bengal.

The abolition of Persian as the official language of the government in 1837 came as a
bolt from the blue for the Muslims of this country, as their wards who took to Arabic
learning would be deprived of the government services whatsoever. Therefore, the
demand of Muslim intelligentsia for the release of the Muhsin Endowment exclusively
for Muslim education and for the establishment of Madrasahs in other areas of Bengal
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was taken into cognizance by the government. In 1872 the government released the
Muhsin Endowment which was appropriated for Hugly College since its fundation in
1836, and utilized it for the establishment of Madrasah at Dacca, Rajshahi and
Chittagong, on the prescribed syllabi of Calcutta Madrasah, besides scholarships and
substantial concessions in fees for Muslim students in English institutions. For the
srandarization of the madrasah education, all madrasahs mentioned above had the
classes of Junior and Senior sections extending for a period of eleven years as per the
Report of Earl Committee submitted to the government in 1908. The same committee
suggested for the opening of upper classes in Calcutta Madrasha with the title of Fakhr
al-Muhaddithin, Fakhr al- Fugaha, Fakhr al-Udaba and Fakhr al-Hukama to elevate
their standards with the post-graduate classes of the University. Accordingly the title
classes in Hadith and Tafsir were inaugurated in Calcutta Madrasah in 1909. Later the
word Fakhr was replaced by Mumtaz, and was awarded the degree of Mumtaz al-
Muhaddithin and Mumtaz al-Fugaha, to the students who passed the highest
examination of the Madrasha. Howerver, following the courses of the Calcutta Alia
Madrasah many senior madrashas upto the ‘Ula class were set up in various districts
of Bengal in the later period. Besides the madrasahs on the courses of the Alia, Khariji
madrasahs were set up by public charity in the different parts of the imparting
religious education to the Muslims.

The job opportunity was very limited for the Muslim youths who successfully
completed the Alia Madrasah education. They were appointed either as classical
teachers in the schools or as gazis or marriage Registers of the Muslim community.
Therefore, they enjoyed very insignificant status in the society. This was really a
painful condition for these learned fellows. To relieve them from this situation some
ways were to be devised. As the conservation Muslim were reluctant to send their
wards in the schools for English education, reformed scheme madrasahs could
maintain a positive link between the English education and traditional Arabic learning.
Therefore, reformed syllabi in the new scheme madrasahs were introduced from April
1, 1915 with six classes in the junior section and four classes in the senior section. The
final examination would be named as High Madrasha Examination. Except the
Calcutta Alia Madrasah, the reformed syllabi were introduced in the government
madrasahs of Hugly, Rajshahi, Dacca and Chittatgong. The students passing the High
Madrasah Examination were qualified for admission for higher education in the
college and University of the country. Thus this reformed scheme madrashas increased
the percentage of Muslim education, produced men of erudition and provided them
with job opportunity in all sectors of administration of the country in the period under-
review.

The attitude of the Hindus and Muslims of Bengal towards the female education was
not encouraging. Both the communities observed the purdah or seclusion. No
members of the aristocratic family of both the communities would send their girls to
the schools outside the home for education. The Hindus went ahead the Muslims of
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this country to receive the English education. But as a general rule, education of
females of the Hindu community was positively discouraged. It was regarded as being
against the injections of the Hindu scriptures and there was a wide-spread belief that
the education of the girls led to their widowhood*. The Christian missionaries took
the lead in establishing schools for women’s education after withdrawal of the ban
against the missionary activities by the Charter Act of 1813. But these schools were
attended by the Bagdi, Vydh, Gipsy, Vairagi and prostitute girls. But they did not
make any progress beyond the elementary instruction in reading and writing. The low
class of the above, who attended these schools, sometimes was attracted by cash
rewards for daily attendance, also stood in the way of respectable girls joining them.
Adam’s Report of 1838 supplies statistics to show that the girls attending schools even
in the Moffusil town in Bengal mostly belonged to the lowest classes in society. It is
also known from the Report that there were many missionary schools for girls in 1834,
the total number probably exceeding 50. The girls in these schools were taught
reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, needle work, and in some cases religion.

As a matter of fact the purdah system of the Hindus was a great obstacle to girls
attending the schools. It was, therefore, suggested that at first only low class who are
used to move out freely in public should attend schools, and after they are sufficiently
educated, they would be engaged to educate the members of respectable families*. It
is curious to think that a prostitute sometimes acted as tutoress in the house of
orthodox Hindus to educate their girls who were not allowed to attend the schools.
Prejudices die hard not only among women but among men, for inspite of liberal ideas
of a section of the public, and arguments in favour of female education published in
books, pamphlets and newspapers, the majority of the Hindus in Bengal, particularly
in Muffosil areas, were for a long time bitterly opposed to the idea not only of sendin%
girls to schools but even of starting such institutions. Till the closing years of the 19"
century no remarkable progress in female education of the Hindus was recorded but
gradually the prejudices against the female education withered away and the Hindu
girls took to education in quite an appreciable number from the beginning of this
century.

In Islam education is encouraged. Seeking of knowledge is obligatory for every
Muslim man and woman. Therefore, no prejudice of the Hindus against the female
education is to be found in the code of the Shariah of the Muslims. Every respectable
Muslim of this country had the provision of educating the female members in the
maktabs, mosques and in the houses. But as they had not sympathic attitude towards
the English education in the beginning, they did not send their girls to the schools for
English and vernacular education. The purdah system was also bar to send their girls
to schools. Moreover, scope was very limited for the education of Muslim girls. In the
thirties of the present century slow progress for English education could be noticed
among the female members of the Muslim society of Bengal.
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Concept of History and Culture in Islam
Dr. Muhammad Gholam Rasul”

The subject under discussion is indeed very vast and comprehensive, yet it is
nonetheless an important and interesting subject as well. We are to dwell on the two
broad aspects of Islam - its history and it"culture. Volumes can be written on both the
aspects. We shall, however, first concentrate on Islam as a religion and shall see for
ourselves its basic difference with other religions, and thereafter we shall find that
history and culture of Islam are also different from history and culture of other races
of the past and the present times.

History of Islam is as old as the history of mankind. The first man and the first
Prophet Adam's religion was Islam, which had been the religion of innumerable
apostles including Hazrat Muhammad, with whom the line of Prophecy was finally
closed. As Allah says in the Holy Quran that ‘to Him the only religion is Islam. 1
Obviously one Lord of the Universe cannot select different religions for different
peoples. Of course, Islam had to pass through a long process of evolution to attain its
full development till it reached its complete consummation with the advent of the
Holy Prophet who is not only 71 | the last but the chief of the Prophets. On the
occasion of the last pilgrimage in his life the Prophet received from Allah the Quranic
verse that 'Allah brought Islam to perfection, completed the showering of all His
bounties upon him and selected Islam for his religion'. - (Sura Maeda, v.3]

So, Islam which advocates uncompromising monotheism, was the religion of all the
Prophets from Hazrat Adam to Hazrat Muhammad (s.) Ingil, i.e. the original Bible
(the old Testament, Torah (Taurat) of Hazrat Musas even the Vedas of the Aryans
preached the same monotheism. The Vedas declared 'Ekmabadwitiam' i.e. there is no
other Lord except the one, which the Muslims say in Arabic 'La llaha illa'llah (there is
no deity except Allah), and this is the fundamental Postulate of Islam in other words,
Kalima-i-Tayyeba. To this part of the Kalima was added the name of the prophet of
his time.

This pure monotheism was later perverted, as it happened in the case of Christianity,
when St. Paul, a disciple of Hazrat 'Isa (Jesus Christ) introduced Trinity and thereby
spoilt the original Faith/(Gospel of Barnabas, Karachi, / 1975). Rep. Similarly,
Judaism, the original Hinduism, as preached in the Vedas, and other monotheistic
creeds have undergone fundamental changes, with the result that those religions at
present are no more than perversions or aberrations of the original religion.
Consequently, Islam, as propagated by Hazrat Muhammad in his lifetime has
remained the only unalloyed and pure Faith, which implies total surrender to the will

s

Former Associate Professor (Late), Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of
Rajshahi.
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of Allah, the sovereign Lord of the Universe which can alone ensure peace and felicity
in individual, social and international life.

Peace and felicity can never be achieved unless we follow the true Islam, the 'straight
Palhl (Sirat al-Mustagim), as mentioned in Sura Fatiha of the Holy Quran, and as
exemplified by the Prophet in his life following the straight Pathl means obeying the
commands of Allah and abstaining from His I prohibitions, so that the limits fixed by
Allah (Hudud-Allah) are not transgressed.

In fact, Islam has encouraged all educational and cultural activities, which broaden
human outlook and elevate human mind and make a man tolerant of other human
being. But that education and culture which make him parochial and insular in
outlook, must be discarded by a Muslim, since they are detrimental to the healthy
development of his personality and character. A Muslim must always keep in view the
Tauhid or his faith in his creator and Sustainer, to whom he shall have to render the
accounts of his life. No knowledge is regarded as profane in Islam except that which
deprives a Muslim of right guidance' and makes him indifferent to his creator and the
life hereafter, and thereby ruins his soul, which is a particle of the Divine spirit, as the
Holy Quran says: (Allah) have breathed of My spirit into him' (man). No learning by
itself is bad and Islam has not discriminated between Muslim and non-Muslim
learning. The first Sura Alag of the Holy Quran experts' man to acquire learning and
the Prophet (S) said: "seek ye knowledge even if it be in china." Following this
instruction Muslims of Baghdad and other regions in the Abbasid times cultivated
Gerrk and Roman learning, and for one century got the Greek, Roman, Persian, and
Sanskrit works translated into Arabic by eminent scholars appointed for the purpose.
The Abbasid khalifas Mansur, Harun and Mamun encouraged and patronized learning
and Mamun built his famous University Baitu'l-Hikma, which attracted scholars of
various nationalities, such as yaqub al-kindi, Hunain bin Ishag, The Thabit bin Qurra,
Costa, son of Luke, Duban, Brahmin Pandit of India, and many others. To the cordova
University of Abdur Rahman Il and Hakam II, the Ummayyed rulers of Spain,
flocked scholars and savants of Europe, such as Thomas Aquinas, Adelard of Bath,
Duns Scotus, Gerard of Cremona and others. These scholars drank deep in the
fountain of knowledge and diffused their knowledge in the various regions of Europe
and thereby paved the path of European Renaissance, which terminated the Dark Age
of Europe, which cast its ominous spell of ignorance over Europe for long six
centuries. How nicely Joseph Mecabe has remarked: "Cordova shone like a lighthouse
on the darkness of Europe."—(Splendour of Moorish Spain). Briffault says: "science is
the most momentous contribution of Arab Civilization to the modern world (Making
of Humanity P.202).

The remarkable characteristic feature of this intellectual culture was its free and
unprejudiced atmosphere. In the Muslim Universities and educational institutions
Jews and Christians worked shoulder to shoulder with Muslims in study, research and
translation works. Bertrand Russell says: "Throughout the Middle Ages, the
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Mohammadans were more civilized and more humane than he Christians. Christians
persecuted Jews, especially at times of religious excitement; the crusades were
associated with appalling programs In Mohammedan countries, on the contrary, Jews
at most times were not in any way ill-treated especially in Moorish Spain they
contributed to learning.” ~(Bertrand Russell, History of western Philosophy, George
Allen & Unwin, London, 1965 Rep., P. 324). Thus Muslims, with free mind and with
a spirit of complete toteration and broad humanitarianism?, behaved with all men in
every sphere of life and earned name and fame unparalleled in the annals of mankind.
Muhammad Asad's remark regarding the virtues of a true Muslim, or in other words,
the glory of a Muslim, is oteworthy: "A Muslim must live with his head lifted up. He
must realise that he is distinct and different from the rest of the world, and he must
learn to be proud of his being different” - (Islam at the crossroads, Ashraf, Lahore,
1975 Rep., P. 107).

Now, "the first important point to note about the sprit of Muslim culture”, as Igbal
says, "is that for purposes of knowledge, it fixes its gaze on the Concrete, the finite .....
knowledge must begin with the concrete. It is the intellectual capture of and power
over the concrete that make it possible for the intellect of man to pass beyond the
concrete." — (Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, P. 1 3 1).

According to the Quran, there are, besides inner experience, two other sources of
knowledge- Nature and History; and it is in tapping these sources of knowledge that
the spirit of Islam is seen at its best. The Quran sees the signs of the Ultimate Reality
in the sun, the moon, the stars and planets, the alternation of day and night, in the
creation of the Heavens and the earth, — in fact in the whole nature as revealed in the
sense perception of man. And in the interests of securing a complete vision of
Reality," Igbal says, sense perception must be supplemented by the perception of what
the Quran describes as 'Fuad’, or 'Qalb’, i.e. heart." - (The Reconstruction of Religious
Thought in Islam, P. 15). The Quran, recognizing that the empirical attitude is an
indispensable stage in the spiritual life of humanity, attaches egal importance to all the
regions of human of human experience as yielding knowledge of the ultimate Reality
which revels its symbols both within and without - (The Reconstruction, P. 15 ] In
other words, Islam urges pon us the necessity of regarding the Universe and the
natural phenomena as symbols of the infinite Reality, i.e. the whole creation is to be
treated as means to the end -the realization of the sublime Truth, which is the ultimate
goeal of human life. When we realize that we come from the Lord and to Him we
return, we become conscious of our ultimate goal and of our real worth, i.e. our
intimate relation with the Lord, which is our inherent glory, however ephemeral or
transitory our earthly existence may be. In fact vicegerent of the Lord as we are, we
have a glorious spiritual destiny, provided we aspire for it and endeavour to achieve it.
How beautifully Igbal says:
gas Jile ) a“\ﬁ:;i\ﬁm\&\
sl = o dbe oSl 0 S



U TS erieiier, Fremee form ¢ Aeghe

In the verse quoted above man, a mere drop of water, and of mortal and perishable
frame, has been said to have possessed limitless potentialities of an ocean. This is
neither a dream, nor a phantasy, but the reality; no other creature, not even the angels
have been vouchszfed with the viceregency of Allah and consequently with freedom
and initiative; man alone has been honoured with this exalted position, and he is also
the repository of Divine love, because of which he has been created, and which alone
is the reason of his superiority over all other beings. Sure Hashr and Sura A'araf of the
Holy Quran bear testimony to this fact. Sufi poet Hafiz of Shiraz so beautifully says in
his characteristic style:
PRGN i ptav DA PR R DV
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Referring to Sura Hashr Hafiz in his poetic language says that Heavens failed to bear
this burden (of love) and the lottery fell to the lot of this mad fellow (man) -Diwan-i-
Hafiz.

Another poet too nicely says: This love Divine, which is the propelling force in the
life of a muslini, good him to subdue his passion, his impulse to the dominant purpose
of his life i.e. the attainment of bliss and felicity in this life and in the life hereafter. If
a Muslim barters his soul for pelf and power, wealth and fortune, he miserably fails in
his mission, No culture, no education, no enlightenment have any worth for a Muslim,
if he loses his soul, In that case he sinks lower than animals, called ‘asfala-Safilin in
Sura Teen' of the Holy Quran. Even Emerson, the eminent essayist, says: "Mere
existence was not enough, and without a concrete awareness of the living presence of
God from day to day, man was no better than an animal.” -(R.W. Emerson, Essays
New Delhi, 1972, 'Introduction, XII).

Allah says: "Do you not behold him who regards his desire and passion as llah
(Deity)?"— (25:43, S. Furgau). Again, "l have sent Prophet t.0 every race to advise
people to worship Allah and discard Satan." — (16;36, S. Nahl). And Allah commands:
"Help one another in good deeds and piety and do not help one another in evil-doing
and enmity."-(5:2, S.Maeda).

The type of virtuous Muslim, as described in the Holy Quran, and of whom the
archetype was the Holy Prophet, was the glory of the Muslim world in its halcyon
days. The Muslims, the close followers of the Prophet, maintained a just and equitable
social order® based on equality and brotherhood of mansaals 4sl il JS (Quran-), the
like of which the world has never witnessed. Wherever Islam spread and Muslim
hegemony was established, new ara dawned upon those regions. Carlyle in his
magnum opus Heroes and Hero-worship' writes: "To the Arab nation it was as a birth
from darkness into light; Afabia first became alive by means of it." The light of Islam
that was lit by the Prophet in Arabia illuminated the eastern and western hemispheres
and heralded a new epoch of peace and prosperity among the nations of the globe. The
glorious chapter of Muslim rule has been highly praised by Dr. Thomas Arnold in the
Preaching of Islam', by Dr. Tarachand in 'Influence of Islam on Indian culture' by
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M.N. Roy in "Historical Role of Islam1 and by numerous other scholars, including the
modern writer. Montgomery Watt, the author of Muhammad at Medina and other
looks.

Islam reached the meridian of its glory in the days of the Prophet and his immediate
successors, the first four khaligas, and although thereafter its spiritual glory declined
with the assumption of the Umayyed Power, its political expansion and glory
increasing all the while, yet a group of devout souls, later called Sufis, retrieved the
lost spirituality and the pristine glory of Islam by their austere and pious life,
following in the footsteps of the Prophet and his companions.

The Sufi saints, moreover maintained Islamic equality among all their disciples, rich
and poor, by according the same treatment in their khahgahs. "The unassuming ways
of the mystics, their broad human sympathies and classless atmosphere of their
khangahs attracted the despised sections of Indian society to its fold. Here they found
a social order altogether different from their own. All lived, slept and ate together. The
sacred book, the Holy Quran, was open and accessible to all. Thus demonstrating the
Islamic idea of Touhid as a working principle in social life, medieval Khanqahs
became the spearhead of muslim culture." — (K.A Nizami, Some Aspects of Religion
and Politics in India in the Thirteenth century, Delhi, 1974, pp. 59-61)

Thus we find that Islam, as expressed and explained in the Quran and as manifested in
all the activities of the Holy Prophet has been the principal source of inspiration and
guidance, more or less, in all battles and expeditions of Muslims* in all ages, and in
the administration of the territories they conquered, and in their general behavior with
all men, friends or foes. In fact, the unparalleled clemency and tolerance granted by
the Prophet to the bitterest of his enemies in his conquest of Mecca, and on many
other occasions, has served as the guideline of Muslim conduct and character in his
military, political, administrative, social and cultural activities. And Islam is, above
all, a e code of human life.

As a matter of fact, the noblest pattern of behavior and character of the Muslims,
which has won world fame, was due to the fact that they curbed their animal
propensities and attained the greatest height of spiritual excellence. In the words of the
celebrated mystic poet Jalal al-Din Rumi:
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You have qualities of the animal as well as of the angels, Get rid of the animality, so
that you may Transcend the angels.

Addressing these Muslims the Holy Quran says: "Don't grieve, don't despair, if you
are true Muslims, you will get supremacy." Needless to say, Muslims of the past, on
account of their firm faith and virtues gained mastery over the world and the
subsequent loss of their faith and virtues have degraded and humiliated them.
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Besides the loss of religious fervour and virtues Muslim decadence may be as ascribed
to his later backwardness in education or his loss of interest in search for knowledge.
Igbal says: "The truth is that search for knowledge is essentially a form of prayer. The
scientific observer of Nature is a kind of mystic seeker in the act of prayer. Control of
the forces of nature, as Igbal observes, will add to his power over Nature and give him
that vision of the total-infinite which philosophy seeks but cannot find. Vision without
power does bring moral elevation but cannot give a lasting culture. Power without
vision tends to become destructive and inhuman. Both must combine for the spiritual
expansion of humanity.” — (The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, PP. 91
-92).

Another thing which has weakened the Muslim community morally and spiritually is
their general indifference towards prayer, which is an expression of man's inner
yearning for a response from the Infinite, and, moreover, it has also a great social
implication, since the spirit of all true prayer A is social. In the words of Igbal: "With
Islam the socialization of spiritual illumination through associative prayer is a special
point of interest. As we pass from the daily congregational prayer to the annual
pilgrimage in the house of k'aba', we can easily see how the Islamic institution of
worship gradually enlarges the sphere of human association.

Then the choice of one particular direction in Islamic worship is meant to secure the
unity of feeling in the congregation, in which the rich and the poor stand shoulder to
shoulder, and thereby creates and fosters the sense of social equality. This feeling of
unity also comes from our common origin; in other words, we are all the progeny of
Adam and our creator is One. The Islamic form of association in prayer is, therefore,
as Igbal puts it "indicative of the aspiration to realize the essential unity of mankind as
a fact in life by demolishing all barriers which stand between man and man." — (The
Reconstruction, P. 94). This was nothing short of a revolution in human society and
culture, and still now the modern world, with all its advancement in civilization and
culture, has not been able to achieve this equality of man, and, as such, human dignity,
as slam has accomplished. Therefore, by neglecting the institution of Islamic prayer,
speaking in general, we Muslims have lost its ethical as well social welfare. The
Quran says: "Surety prayer keeps one aloof from the base and contemptible deeds.”
Prayer is one of the five pillars of Islam, and, therefore, we can ill afford to ignore it,
to the great detriment of our individual and social life. Allah says: Establish prayer to
remember Me. “The Prophet said: "Prayer distinguishes a Muslim from a Kafir.”
Therefore, a Mulsim must be true to his religion and culture, otherwise what
inspiration can he derive from Islamic History and Culture?

After all this discussion about the salient features and distinguishing traits of Islamic
history and culture, yet something remains to be said about the spirit of Muslim
culture, which basically makes it different from other cultures. Islamic culture or
Muslim culture takes its hue and direction from the principles and ideals of Islam.
Muslim culture is closely linked with the ideology of Islam; it must be in keeping with
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the moral and ethical teachings of Islam; in other words it must be character-building
and must not be demorelising and corrosive, and above all must faster good will and
understanding-in individual, social and all kinds of relationships. Men is primarily
governed by passion and instinct, and religion and culture must aim at curbing the evil
propensities and regulating the physical, mental and intellectual faculties of man for
his healthy and harmonious development.

As Igbal puts it: "The first half of the formula of Islam has created and fostered the
spirit of a critical observation of man's outer experience by divesting the forces of
nature of that divine character with which earlier culture had clothed them." — (The
Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, P. 127). The muslin's duty is to reflect
on the phenomena of nature and other signs and not to pass by them ‘as if he is deaf
and blind,' for he ‘who does not see these signs in this life will remain blind to the
realities of the life to come.’

This outlook of the Muslims has developed because of the emphasis the Quran has
laid upon the observation of the finite things, which are as windows through which the
philosophic eye looks into the Infmitude itself. The nature of Greek Philosophy being
speculative, which enjoyed theory and was neglectful of fact, as Igbal says, was not
destinued to succeed and its failure brings out the real spirit of the culture of Islam,
and lays the foundation of modern culture in some of its most important aspects.

Let the Muslims understand their own religion and culture and take lesson from their
history and tradition, and let them not forget their past glorious heritage, for, in the
words of Igbal: "No people can afford to reject their past entirely; for it is their past
thatjias-fnade than personal identity.” -(The Reconstruction P. 167).

And be it remembered that Islam is non-territorial in its character, and tha is the reason
Islam could reconcile the diverse heterogeneous races into a homogenous harmnioous
nation, wiping out all artificial, inhuman barriers between man and man. Whereas
"Since the days of Rome", as Igbal nicely puts it, "the idea does not seem to have
gained much in depth and rootage in Europe. On the other hand the growth of
territorial nationalism, with its emphasis on what is called national characteristics, has
tended rather to kill the broad human element in the art and literature of Europe. "It
was quite otherwise with Islam."” - (Igbal, The Reconstruction, P. 141).

This narrowness of outlook has been the result of over-intellectualism at the cost of
spiritual development, which creates tension and conflict in the modern man's domain
of thought and in the domain of economic and political life he stands in conflict with
others. - (Ibid, P. 187).

Islam alone, by its ideological and practical vigour and vilatily, is capable of ethically
preparing the modern man for the burden of the great responsibility which the
advancement of modern science necessarily involves, and it is only by rising to a fresh
vision of his origin and future, his whence and whither that man will eventually
triumph over a society motivated by an inhuman competition, and a civilization which
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has lost its spiritual unity by its inner conflict of religious and political values. - (Igbal,
P. 189).

Let me now conclude with a note of warning in the words of Igbal: “We heartily
welcome the liberal movement in modern Islam; but it must also be admitted that the
appearance of liberal ideas in Islam constitutes also the most critical moment in the
history of Islam. Liberalism has a tendency to act as a force of disintegration and the
race-idea, which appears to be working in modern Islam with greater force than ever
may ultimately wipe off the broad human outlook which Muslim people have"
imbibed from their religion.” —(Ibid, PP. 162-63).

Therefore, Igbal suggests:
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'‘Break the idols of colour and blood and merge in to the nation, so that neither Turks,
nor Persians, nor Afghans will exist.'

1 Imam Ghazzali Prayed to Allah: g ¥ ale (e ¢l 3 52] agll

‘O Allah! Do save me from that learning which benefits me not.” Igbal says: And since God to
the ultimate spiritual basis of all life, loyalty to God virtually amounts to man's loyalty to his own
ideal nature." Reconstruction etc, (P. 147.

2 Robert Flint rightly says: "No Christian writer and still less, of course, any other in the Roman
Empire, can be credited with having had more than a general and abstract conception of human
unity" -(op. cit) Igbal.

3 Zakat (the poor tax) was a compulsory tax levied by the Islamic state on the rich for the
amelioration of the distress of the poor and the destitute. Zakat was recognized as important as
Salat; and Caliph Abu Bakr waged war o n the Bedouins who refused to pay Zakat.

* In the 12th century A.D. Salah al-Din's (of Egypt) admirable nobility to the crusaders in his
battles with them is well known — See Lanepoole's ‘Saladin’.
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Mughal Portrait Painting in the Collection of the
Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi University: An
Appraisal

Dr. Najma Khan Majlis®

Abstract: Mughal portrait painting is world famous for its unparalleled beauty and
history. In the pre-modern period Mughal painting (mostly miniatures) were
delineated in small scale on handmade paper for manuscripts and muraqgas (picture
albums). The portraits were commissioned and patronized by Mughal rulers, princes
and nobles of the royal court. The best museums of South Asia, Europe and U.S.A.
are proud of possessing some original Mughal portraits. Bangladesh National
Museum, the Varendra Research Museum of Rajshahi University, National Museum
Delhi, Varanasi Museum, Banaras etc.; the British Museum and the Victoria Albert
Museum, U.K.; Metropolitan Museum and Freer Gallery Washington D.C. U.S.A.
and other famous museums abroad also possess Mughal Portraits. Portrait painting
got much appreciation and patronage of the Mughal rulers over three centuries.
Varendra Research Museum also possesses some unpublished original Mughal
portraits which need in-depth study and research. The attempt has been made in this
paper to valuate and appreciate these portraits which have historic components as
well as a paradigm of beauty which was never surpassed in the pre-modern South
Asia.

The evolution and the development of Mughal painting in South Asia marks the
beginning of a new chapter in the history of World Art. During the pre-modern period
this school of painting developed through the admixture and fusion of Muslim, non-
Muslim and European cultures. The Mughals’ ancestral ties with Chengij Khan and
Taimur accrued to the amalgamation of Central Asian, West Asia (Persian) cultures.
Both the above mentioned cultures admixture with Indian and European culture
enhanced the rise of a famous new genre of painting which is known as the Mughal
School of painting. The rise of Mughal painting in India in the mid-sixteenth century
lasted over three centuries. Most of the Mughal painting is of miniature in handwritten
manuscripts and picture albums known as Muraggas which contain miniatures and
specimen calligraphy of famous Mughal artist and calligraphists.

Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi University possesses a treasure trove of
Mughal portraits rendered in miniature on ivory and handmade paper. Whether these
miniatures are original ones or copies from authentic royal atelier is a matter of
discourse. As the Varendra Research Museum has not recorded the provenance, and
artist’s signature in the inventory of the paintings for our perusal.

* Supernumerary Professor, Dept. of Islamic History and Culture, University of Dhaka.
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Of the Mughal miniatures preserved in the Varendra Research Museum, the most
notable painting is the bust portrait of Empress Mumtaz Mabhal, the consort queen of
Emperor Shah Jahan (1628-58 A.D.). This exquisite piece of painting is delineated on
an oval shaped ivory piece measuring almost 50 cm. Its accession number is VRM
2776. This painting was a gift from the Queen of Puthia, Rajshahi to Monindra Mohan
Chowdhury on 21% January 1956. Empress Mumtaz Mahal’s real name was Arjumand
Begum Banu. She was also given the honourfic title of ‘Malika-i-Jahan’ (Queen of the
World) by Emperor Shah Jahan.! She was the daughter of Asaf Jah, brother of
Empress Nur Jahan and thus her niece. She was such an elevated lady of social rank
that when Emperor Shah Jahan ascended the Mughal throne, he immediately entrusted
the Mughal Imperial Seal to his beloved chief-queen Mumtaz Mahal.? After her sad
demise Shah Jahan built the Tajmahal and buried her there to immortalize their love.

Numerous portraits of Mumtaz Mahal were delineated in different media of art as for
instance, on ivory, handmade paper, mica sheet. Empress Mumtaz Mahal’s portrait on
ivory as mentioned earlier, is the lone example of such portrait in Bangladesh. [PI.1]

Pl.1: Portrait of Empress Mumtaz Mahal, Acc. No. VRM- 2776;

This bust size portrait of Mumtaz Mabhal is a beautiful representation of portrait of the
empress in the prime of her youth. The upper part background of this painting is sky-
blue. The bust figure of the empress is placed in the centre of the composition. It has
almost occupied three-fourth of the painting. Her seated figure shows her on a
decorated throne with a decorated conical gold crest. She is leaning with a huge
crimson velvet bolster. Empress Mumtaz Mahal’s face is in three-quarter view like the
Persian portraits. Her fair complexion, cute chiseled face having bow-like arched
black eyebrows, large black eyes, sharp nose, small mouth with rosy lips and cute chin
shows that she was a paragon of beauty like her aunt empress Nur Jahan. She is
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bedecked with profuse gold and gem studded ornaments like earrings, necklaces, and
bangles etc. The crown consists of a huge gem studded gold band of upturned boat-
shape having pear-shaped droplets of pearls. Her ear-ornament is annular-shaped
broad band reaching her shoulders and tied to the upper-part of her ears with gold
chains attached to her hair. Her necklace is of South Indian type, a profusely
ornamented broad necklace close to her neck accompanied by strands of long gem-
studded gold chains hanging almost up to her navel. Her slim hands are covered with
bunch of several types of gold bangles. Her beautiful palm and nails are anointed with
mehendi (henna) dye. Her coiffure exhibits a new fashion, having several strands of
plaits hanging just below her shoulders on both sides. She is wearing full-sleeved buff
colour spotted Muslin jama. This Muslin cloth obviously procured from Bengal,
which was of rare quality and very costly. Underneath this jama she wore a thick
velvet dress as this empress is known for her ‘pardah’ or seclusion and modesty. This
portrait of Mumtaz Mahal seems to be a true representation, yet doubt remains
whether it is authentic portrait of this empress. There is discrepancy of opinion
regarding the authentic portraits of Mughal queens and princesses. In this regard art
historians Percy Brown and A.K. Coomaraswamy are of opinion that no portraits of
Mughal women are authentic as they were under seclusion. The former is of opinion
that ‘Mughal Painting was essentially masculine art, confining itself almost entirely to
the lives of men and paying little attention to the doings of the fair sex.”

Coomaraswamy has argued “In a society where the power of women is great, but
where she is rather a guarded flame, than are behold of all eyes, it is natural that the
portrait of women be more idealized, less actual delineations of the outward aspects of
the face, than that is in the case with men.”* On the other hand Kaumadi and A. K.
Das put forward ample evidences that at least few of the women portraits of Jahangir’s
period are authentic for there were women painters who worked inside the Mughal
Zenana or Harem. A. K. Das’s view of the presence of the painter Aqa Riza as an art
tutor of some Mughal women in the Zenana during Jahangir’s reign is evidenced by a
copy of Safavid ruler Shah Tahmasp I's (1524-76 A.D.) painting who gave refuse to
the Mughal ruler Humayun (1530-56 A.D.) when the latter lost his kingdom in India.
In this instance, Shafia Banu copied the original painting of Shah Tahmasp drawn by
the famous Persian artist Bihzad but added a beautiful hashya or marginal decoration
to it.” Other women painters of Jahangir’s atelier were Nadira Banu, Rugiya Banu and
Nini. Art historian Koumadi’s article “A Mughal Miniature with a Rare Motif” aptly
provides the instance of the presence of women artist in Jahangir’s Zenana Mahal.
This painting now well preserved in the museum of Bharat Kala Bhavan at Benaras
(Varanasi) depicts a scene where a woman artist is engaged at painting before a
model. The backdrop of this painting is a courtyard of a Zenana where a lady clad in
sari is seated with a sketch board on her lap, busy painting with her brush.® This
original painting measures 9x7 ¥ inches. This painting is delineated in the style of
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Jahangir’s atelier, having light sepia background with subtle brush strokes. The artist
is anonymous.

Besides the portrait of Mumtaz Mahal, the Varendra Research Museum possesses
three more Mughal portraits rendered on handmade paper in Gouache (a type of water
colour with organic glue as a binder). These are the portraits of Mughal emperor Rafi-
ud-Daulah (Shah Jahan II), the portrait of Itimad-ud-Daulah and the portrait of an
anonymous Mughal grandee. As portraiture was a penchant of almost all the Mughal
rulers, hundreds of portraits were painted by the Mughal artist under their patronage.
Emperor Akbar was a great patron of painting, specially, portraiture. His famous court
historian Abul Fazl has recorded in the Ain-i-Akbari that the Mughal royal atelier was
directly under the personal supervision of Akbar. He writes that “Akbar’s interests in
painting new know bounds.”’ He himself sat as a model before the artist for
delineating his taswir of portrait and encouraged his courtiers and grandees to follow
him. Akbar ordered his artist Keshu the elder to compile a royal Muragga (album)
with life-like representation office governors and other courtiers. This Muraqga is lost
except, few scattered pages are now in the possession of the Aga Khan collection.?

Akbar’s son Jahangir was a great connoisseur of art and established a royal atelier like
his father. Some of the famous painters worked for his personal royal Muragga such
as, Muraqga-i-Gulshan and Muraqga-i-Gulistan. These two picture albums contained
portrait of his ancestors as well as Mughal princesses, Vizir, Grandees, Sufi-saints and
also picture of animals, birds and flowers etc. the tradition of keeping Muraqgga with
family portrait etc. were continued under the later Mughal rulers.® Akbar and Jahangir
famous portrait painters were Bishan Das, Monohar Nanha, Anup Chatar, Abul Hasan
and Mansur.

Art historian Som Prakash Verma remarks “the Mughal artists’ special emphasis on
the delineation of the characteristic details was the basis of the formation and
development of a definite style of portraiture.”™® The life —like representation of the
Mughal portrait were possible by the artists due to the Mughal patrons’ eagerness to
produce “authentic portraits.” While painting a portrait, the artist’s gave emphasis on
creating individual character and social rank of the subject.

This emperor of the later Mughal dynasty ruled from June to September 1719 A.D. He
was a weak and indisposed ruler, who died nearly four months of his tenure. In his
portrait, he is seen in a seated posture leaning with a bolster on a decorated throne
having profuse gold work. In the vertical frame of the picture his portrait is placed in
the foreground of the lower panel. The mid-panel of the painting has occupied three-
fourth of the composition where the bare mauve background is seen. The part of this
painting shows a plain deep blue sky. Above this is a golden lozenge shaped panel the
inner side has colour seeping which has blotted the inscription.
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In this context the portrait of Emperor Shah Jahan Il now housed in the Varendra
Research Museum (Acc. No. VRM- 2632; size 38x28 cm.) is in the genre of Mughal
portraiture. [PI1.2]

P1.2: Emperor Shah Jahan Il, Acc. No. VRM- 2632;

This young ruler is a handsome youth who resembles Emperor Shah Jahan. The
former’s face is delineated in profile in Indian mode. His gold embroidered full
sleeved jama and patka (shash) is in Mughal sartorial style. His folded golden head
gear with a tucked black costly aigrette is like that of his ancestors. The golden halo
behind his head speaks of his imperial power and dignity. The somber background of
this painting, the dark carpet under his throne, and the blank look of this young ruler is
a sign of his future catastrophe. The portrait of Emperor Shah Jahan Il is unfinished
the artist’s name and date of the painting cannot be identified due to the damage of
upper portion of this painting but on stylistic ground this painting may be dated as an
eighteenth the century work which has been provided by the museum authority.

The portrait of Itimad-ud-Daulah preserved in the Varendra Research Museum (Acc.
No. VRM- 2631; size 38x28 cm.) is in the genre of Mughal portraits. [P1.3]

-

P1.3: Portrait of Itimad-ud-Daulah, Acc. No. VRM- 2631



oY RIS @i+t Toretea 2o ¢ A

Itimad-ud-Daulah’s real name was Mirza Ghiyas Beg. He was born in an aristocratic
family of Persia. On his arrival in India at the Mughal court. He held the post of a
minister of Akbar who conferred on him the title of ‘Itimad-ud-Daulah’ which means
the pillar of the state. He was the father of Empress Nur Jahan and Jahangir appointed
him the chief Vizir of his empire. On Itimad-ud-Daulah’s demise in 1622 A.D., his
daughter, Empress Nur Jahan built a beautiful marble mausoleum with pietre-dura
design at Agra which still attracts the visitors.

There are various portraits of Itimad-ud-Daulah rendered on handmade paper with
gouache. His seated portrait in the Varendra Research Museum is an unfinished
painting. This portrait is rendered in profile and placed in the centre of the
composition, within a rectangular panel framed by thin black and red rulings. He is
seated under a decorated canopy with leaf like drooping at the edges. Beyond the
marble terrace, where this Vizir is seated, there is a view of a vast green garden.
Above the canopy, a glimpse of light blue sky is visible. Itimad-ud-Daulah is seen
seated on a raised masnad leaning with a huge bolster on a marble terrace. Itimad-ud-
Daulah’s face is shown in a contemplated mood. He is engaged in religious chant with
a rosary in his right hand; his left hand is placed on his left lap. His sword is lying on
the floor in front of him. Other paraphernalia like the crimson cushion, ogoldan
(moving basin), plates etc. are also lying on the floor. From the above environment of
this portrait it seems that it was painted after his demise. This portrait is a bare sketch
of the protagonist. Only red and black outline of the figure is visible. Beyond the
rectangular frame of this portrait a broad profusely gold ornamented hashya (marginal
decoration) of gold leaves, flowers, and pieces of gems are glued as a part of
ornamentation to enhance the beauty of this painting.

At the upper zone of the hashya in the centre amidst dark blue background is the
picture of a chandelier, may be indicating the demise of this Vizir for which the
portrait may have been unfinished. This portrait may be a copy from the royal Mughal
atelier of Jahangir period, which is reminiscent by the use of lapis lazulai, pigment,
floral motifs etc. used in his tomb built by his daughter Nur Jahan. So this portrait may
be assigned to early eighteenth century A.D.

The aristocrat is seen seated on a mashad. His portrait is placed in the centre of a
framed vertical composition having two distinct panels. The protagonist’s portrait is
placed in the foreground of the lower panel where he is shown seated in a kneeling
position. His face is rendered in profile, facing his right side and holding a flower with
his right hand. His bearded face is broad.

He has large eyes, sharp nose and arched eyebrows. His left hand is resting on his lap.
He is wearing a costly Muslin full sleeved jama over an inner garment. This jama has
a tied slit on his left side indicating him as a non-Muslim aristocrat. A book and sword
is lying on the maroon carpet. The terrace has a brick colour jallied railing bordered
with marble bands.
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The portrait of an anonymous Mughal aristocrat preserved in the Varendra Research
Museum (Acc. No. VRM- 2675; size 34x27 cm.) has been delineated in Mughal
portraiture style. [P1.4]

PL.4: An Anonymous Mughal aristocrat, Acc. No. VRM- 2675

The upper panel of this painting, serves as a two dimensional plain background of
dark sepia. The portrait of this anonymous aristocrat is framed by a decorated floral
margin. On the whole, this painting is unfinished, especially, the figure of the
aristocrat. From stylistic ground this portrait may be dated as a work of mid-
eighteenth century.

Bangladesh possesses a large number of Mughal paintings, especially, portraits of
Mughal Emperors viz. Jahangir, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb and Mughal Viceroys such as
Prince Muhammad Azam, Shah Shuja and some other Subahdars. There are also
portraits of Itimad-ud-Daula and Asaf Jah scattered in various Museum of Bangladesh
such as Bangladesh National Museum, Lalbagh Fort Museum, Varendra Research
Museum and the collection of Madrasa-i-Aliya, Dhaka, The reason for collection of
the above mentioned portraits is due to the fact that Bengal was a prosperous Subah of
the Mulglhals since the time of Akbar and Jahangirnagar alias Dhaka was its second
capital.

The exact provenance and date of these paintings are rare. The inventory of the above
mentioned paintings in the Museums of most of the preserved paintings are
misleading. Only the donors names are properly recorded. Most of the paintings were
acquired after the partition of Bengal. Future in-depth research in this regard may open
a new vista and enhance our knowledge. All the Mughal paintings now preserved in
Museums and libraries in Bangladesh are a part of our cherished heritage which
should be properly studied, preserved and conserved for our forbearers.
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Role of the Bengali Muslim Women in National
Movements (1920-1947)

Dr. Saika Hossain"

Abstract: At the onset of the twentieth century, a generation of educated and
professional Muslim women were emerging in colonial Bengal those were socially
aware, politically participating and unequivocally denouncing the authority of the
traditional structure. These ‘new women’ developed a new social order where the
veil and the dictates of seclusion seemed to retract and they promoted a broader
concept of the proper role of women in the society. These educated Muslim women
assumed leadership in national political movements, educational and social reforms,
founded girls’ schools, took active participation in associations for the uplifting of
secluded women. This group of middle class educated Bengali Muslim women
achieved prominence in various fields. Women'’s entry in the public ‘male’ world of
the nationalist politics undermined the socially constructed artificial dichotomization
of the male sphere of the public and the female sphere of the domestic domain. Due
to the social mobility of the Bengali Muslim community in the early twentieth
century, there were few Bengali Muslim women who not only helped their menfolk
in their struggle against the British government by providing auxiliary services but
also by joining meetings, rallies, picketing secret arms and serving prison terms.
Although Bengali Muslim women played an important role in India’s freedom
struggle, the contributions of these women have neither been appreciated nor knitted
into the mainstream history. Thus in the nationalist history of the colonial India, these
Bengali Muslim women are invisible. This article will try to fill up this lacuna in
nationalist historiography and this paper will focus on the role of Bengali Muslim
women in the anti-colonial struggle.

By the early twentieth century, the transformation of the Bengali Muslim womenlives
was noticedvisibly and they were no longer ‘voiceless’ dwellers of the andarmahal.
The traditional role of Bengali Muslim women was undergoing great changes and the
social prejudices which had hindered progress began to disappear gradually from the
1920’s. The enlightened, educated Muslim elite group were the first to set the winds
of change in motion in the conservative Muslim society of Bengal and this section of
the Muslim community tried to give a new leash of life to the moribund Muslim
society by their liberal and rational thoughts. It was within this process of
transformation that Bengali Muslim women stepped out into a new arena. Many of
these ‘new women’ were no longer contended in their static role of domesticity and
they were attending schools and colleges in large numbers for education. Thereby,
they tended to break the traditional bondage. By the first half of the twentieth century,
there were a handful of Bengali Muslim women with formal education, who not only

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, Chandernagore College, West Bengal, India.
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achieved individual prominence as founders of schools, teachers, professors, doctors,
journalists and improved their own socio-economic status but also played significant
role by starting movements to uplift the status of other women of the Bengali society
and were increasingly involved in the National movements of their time. Although
Muslim women’s entry into the Freedom movements dates back from the very
beginning of the colonial rule in India, it was only in 1905, in the wake of the Partition
of Bengal, that the political thought process of the Bengali Muslims was sharply
influenced by the Nationalist movements.

The Partition of Bengal in 1905, influenced the ideas of the Muslims and they
associated themselves with it both by opposing and supporting the movement.'At a
time when a large section of the Muslim males in Bengal had kept themselves aloof
from the Swadeshi movement, it is surprising that a Bengali Muslim women,
Khairunnesa (1870-1912) propagated swadeshi thoughts.” She was an ardent supporter
of the Swadeshi movement who inspired the Bengali women through her writings. In
an essay entitled Swadeshanuragpublished in Nabanur in 1905, she appealed to the
Bengali women to give up foreign goods in support of Swadeshi movement and to use
swadeshi goods in order to revive the indigenous industry in Bengal. Khairunnesa
requested the Muslim women not to remain aloof from the Swadeshi movement. She
asked them not to use foreign clothes, cosmetics, ornaments and crockery. She pointed
out that swadeshi would help the poorer section of the Muslim community because it
would stop economic drain and help industrial development. Khairunnessa was
probably the first Muslim women writers who formulate her ideas on social and
political issues of the time.?

The eminent Muslim reformer, Begum Rokeya being a patriot at heart, propagated
swadeshi thoughts through her writings.* Although she did not directly participate in
the Swadeshi movement, she inspired Bengali women with her nationalist thoughts
and ideas. A footnote added to her book, Niriha Bangali written in the wake of the
Swadeshi movement, was significant. In it she praised the Bengali community as a
race Rokeya’s view on swadeshi was also evident in the poem Nirupam Bir which she
composed to eulogize the revolutionary Kanailal who had been sentenced to death for
his anti-British activities following the partition of Bengal.” In 1921, Rokeya through
her anti-colonial allegory, Muktiphal described the plight of India’s society and polity
due to colonization. Rokeya wrote that without co-operation of women, no country
can be independent. In her poem, ‘Appeal’ (1922), Rokeya severely criticized the
bhadralok who feared that the British government might revoke their titles for their
involvement in the anti-government activities. She appealed to those Indians who
were not taking anti-British stand during the nationalist, anti-colonial movements
during the crucial years of 1920-1922.° Rokeya had no sympathy for the separatist
politics of the Muslim league which was gaining ground at that time. From her
writings, it can be noted that she sympathised with the Indian Nationalist movement
led by the Congress. Rokeya’s concept of nationalism was found in her article entitled,
Sugrihini in which she said, “We are Indians first, then thereafter we are Muslims,
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Sikhs or some others.”” A large number of Bengali Muslim women supported and

were actively involved in the Swadeshi movement. Muslim women began to write
patriotic letters to the press and to publish patriotic poems and stories. Women
boycotted British textiles that were flooding the Indian market, which were destroying
indigenous craft industries and bought only Indian goods. They took public swadeshi
vows not to wear saris made from foreign cloth and began spinning and weaving in
their homes.

Razia Khatun Choudhurani (b.1901), one of the few Muslim female writers, who was
influenced by the Swadeshi movement wore khadi at all times and even her wedding
sari was made of khadi. Women also participated in protest meetings and
demonstration against the partition and fund-raising campaigns to help the nationalist
cause.® Even though most of the women activities were providing auxiliary support to
the main Nationalist movement, it was limited in scope, the activism displayed by
women during the anti-partition agitation surprised and gladdened nationalist leaders.’
Mahatma Gandhi recognized the potentiality of women as picketers and he urged
women to join the khaddar programme through his writings in ‘Young India’.*® Non
communal attitude, secular outlook and solidarity of women power, were the
significant characteristics of the Muslim women’s social and political movements.
Khairunnessa Khatun of the nineteenth century and Begum Rokeya of the early
twentieth century set in motion this trend of communal solidarity followed by
Nurunnessa Khatun Vidya Binodini, Fazilatunnessa, Shamsunahar and Hamida
Khanam. It was also taken up by the countless nameless Muslim girls of the forties of
the twentieth century.™

After the anti-partition agitation died down, Bengali Muslim women temporarily
retreated from political activities of the time. Many of the Muslim women who had
participated in the Swadeshi movement became active once again during the Civil
Disobedience movement which brought several Muslim women of Bengal into public
life. Muslim male reformers, who favoured improvement of the status of women in the
nineteenth century, believed that politics was not suitable for women. Although quite
a number of Bengali Muslim women were entering various professions, they generally
expressed little interest in the politics in the nineteenth century. Political apathy on the
part of the Muslim women however, rapidly disappeared with the emergence of the
militant nationalist movement in Bengal from the third decades of the twentieth
century. Their participation in this movement (1930-32) differed qualitatively and
quantitatively from the early 1920°s and won them a place in the history of Nationalist
Movement. These Muslim women along with their Hindu sisters made and sold salt,
picketed cloth and liquor shops, preached the value of Khaddar, went to jail and
participated in the street processions. They themselves wore khaddar, actively joined
processions in different parts of Bengal and initiated women organisations in order to
strengthen the movement.*> Among the Bengali Muslim women, who all participated
in the Civil Disobedience movement (1930-32); Zubeda Khatun Chaudhurani was a
prominent one.
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She was born in a conservative Muslim family and thus, she did not get much formal
education because of strong objection from her family. She was married at the age of
eighteen to Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahim Chowdhury. Inspired by patriotism, she
fearlessly fought for freedom throwing off all her barries. In 1927, she removed her
veil or burgah and attended the reception ceremony held at Sylhet in Eastern Bengal
in which Kazi Nazrul Islam, A.K Fazlul Haque, Dr Mohammad Shahidullah and
others were given warm reception.'® In 1928, Zubeda officially joined the Congress
and she was elected the president of Srihatta Mahila Sangha connected with the
Sylhet Congress.* The Congress, under the president ship of Zubeda Khatun,passed
resolution urging women to boycott foreign goods, to establish Hindu-Muslim unity
and to support the various movements of Congress. Zubeda, along with the Hindu
women of Sylhet took out probhat pheries, processions, picketed school, colleges and
propagated Hindu-Muslim unity. These women marched on the road of Sylhet and
violating Sectionl144, they broke salt laws and forest laws. At least sixty of these
women were arrested. Although Zubeda was not arrested, she was an important
member among the organizers of this campaign. Zubeda not only participated in
various Gandhi’s Civil Disobedience Campaign, but also in various peasant
movements. When the Manipuri peasant movement of Sylhet organized the ‘Bhanubill
movement’, Zubeda urged the women folks to support it and she herself actively took
part in it and was often seen walking in front of the procession.® Zubeda was
associated with Surmavalley Mahila Sangathan along with Saralabala Devi, Hiraprova
De, Naresh Nandini Dutta and Matangini Das. She was also actively associated with
the students’ movement.

Daulatunnessa Begum (b.1918) was one of the important Muslim female freedom
fighters who participated in the anti-imperialist movement to liberate their
motherland.’® Begum Daulutunnesa was born in Sonatala in the district of Bogura in
Eastern Bengal. Her father was Mohammad Yasin and her mother was Nurunnesa
Khatun. She studied in Eden Girl’s School till 1930 and was married at a very early
age with a doctor."” Even in her in-laws’ place in Gaibandha, she pursued her studies
in private and ultimately obtained the B.A degree. As a true nationalist Daulatunnesa,
organised women’s associations at Gaibandha which carried on the work of Gandhi
and the Civil Disobedience movement in remote villages of Bengal.’® At an early age
of 14, she felt that it was her task to organise and work among women in rural Bengal.
She motivated women from her community to take part in the Nationalist movement
and people gathered from all quarters to listen to her emotional speech.” In this way,
Daulatunnesa carried the torch of political struggle into the Muslim andarmahal. In
1930 Daulatunnesa actively organised meetings, led procession, and violating section
144 she also broke the salt law. She participated in the Civil Disobedience movement,
as a whole timer and was the secretary of the Gaibandha Samiti. A large number of
Bengali rural women violated the British laws under the leadership of Daulatunnesa
and Maya Bhattacharya who was the president of Gaibandha Samiti. Daulatunnesa
delivered speech at different meetings in which thousands of Hindus and Muslims
from Bamundanga Suratkhali, Naldanga, Fulsari, and Kuptala Tulshighat assembled
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to listen to her. She was jailed several times for her revolutionary activities against the
Bristish.”” When she was jailed, Ziaunnahar Rakina Khatun and Samsunnahar led the
movement in her absence. After she was released, Daulatunnesa devoted herself to the
somal Works organised by Mahila Atma-Raksha Samiti (MARS) during the famine of
1943.%

Fulbahar Bibi was born in 1916 in the village of Subhaspur (Bikrampur), Dacca who
joined the Indian National Congress and actively participated in the Civil
Disobedience movement. As she lost her parents at an early age, she was brought up
by her elder brother Tamizuddin, an ardent worker of Congress. Fulbahar was inspired
by her brother Tamizuddin who was arrested in 1932 for his anti-British activities. As
an ardent supporter of Gandhi, she Worked during the Civil Disobedience movement
together with Kiran Rudra of Paikpara.?? Like her brother she was also arrested for her
anti-British activities and was sentenced for six-month jail. After her release from the
jail, she devoted herself till her death to the cause of the Congress.?®

It can be pointed out that quite a significant number of Muslim women participated in
the Civil Disobedience movement.They were either arrested or they became victims of
police violence during the Civil Disobedience movement. These Bengali Muslim
women were Raziya Khatun and Halima Khatun of Mymensingh, Samsunnesa
Begum, Raisa Bano Begum (wife of Asaf Ali Beg of Dacca), Badrunnesa Begum
(wife of Akhtaruddin Hossain of Dacca) and others.?* Banabibi was tortured by the
police after she was arrested from Midnapore in 1932.* Hazimunnesa Khatun was
arrested in Calcutta for organising movement against the British.These women not
only actively participated in the freedom movement but also helped the male leaders
with their money and jewellery, so that these leaders could carry on their activities
against the British. A number of Muslim women of Calcutta also fought fearlessly for
the nation’s freedom and a large number of them were arrested and imprisoned during
the years 1930-32.

Hosneara Begum was another |mportant Bengalr Muslim activist of the freedom
movement. Hosneara was born on 8" July 1916, in Haroa in the district of North 24
parganas. Her father, Maulavi Yardullah was a punthi novelist and her mother was
Halima Khatoon.”® She was born in a conservative family who were influenced by the
teachings of the Pirs.?” She studied in Anjuman Girl’s School in Dhaka and at the age
of fourteen she was inspired by Begum Rokeya’s principles. She started writing
poems in Royeya’s edited Manjur Magazine. At a very young age Hosneara lost her
father and she Was inspired by her uncle under whose guidance she started her
education again.?® At a young age she was married to Muhammad.Mutabber who was
an activist of the Swadeshi Movement and was also a freedom fighter. At her
husband’s encouragement she took part in the Swadeshi and Boycott movements. She
held meetings with rural women and urged them to boycott foreign goods and to use
Swadeshi cottage products. She visited the houses of the rural women taught them to
do embroidery works, to make clothes from charkha, so as to make them economically
independent. Hosneara always preached among the women the importance of Hindu
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Muslim unity through her writings and within a short period of time, developed a
women self-help organisation.” After coming to Kolkata with her husband, she met
NetajiSubhash Chandra Bose, Jatindramohan Bagchi and other Revolutionaries. Her
views against the British rule were all the more strengthened, after she met these
freedom fighters. The British introduced emergency powers ordinance, unlawful
Association ordinance and banned all forms of Swadeshi movements, Sabha Samity,
and even imposed restriction on the Freedom of Speech. The more the British law
became stringent the Bengali freedom movement became all the more radical.

On 25" January 1930, the British government took in captivity, 2 lakhs swadeshi
activist throughout India most of the important leaders of that time like Mahatma
Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Subhash Chandra Bose and others were put
behind the bars.Then the activities of freedom movement fell upon the female
revolutionaries such as Jyotirmoyee Ganguly, Urmilla Devi, Kalyani Das, Shanti
Ghosh, Begum Daulatunnessa and the young Hosneara Begum. On 26™ January 1930,
a huge people’s gathering took place in this Calcutta movement, where the proceeding
of the meeting fell on Hosneara Begum. Thousands of young male and female
students joined the gathering chanting ‘BandheMataram and ‘Allahu’ Akbar.®
Without fearing the stringent British law or their arrest, Hosneara delivered a fierce
speech and hoisted the National flag. While she was still delivering the speech,
Hosneara was arrested. At a young age of only fifteen, Hosneara was arrested and was
kept at the Alipore Central Jail.* The news of her arrest was published the next day in
all the major newspapers and it also created a stir in the traditional Muslim society.
Within the jail she met with a number of other revolutionaries and freedom activists.
For her extraordinary courage, the day she was released from jail, Kazi Nazrul Islam,
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose welcomed her with flower garlands. Hosneara Begum
also came into contact with Maulana Azad and with the communist leader Muzaffar
Ahmed who asked her to actively take part in the freedom struggle.** Not only did she
actively take part in the freedom movement but she also inspired others through her
poems. She also had a significant role in the Quit India movement of 1942. Her first
book, a collection of poems Phulzhuri was published in 1948. Her other poem books
were Kheyalkhushi Halla, Hattogol etc. In 1961, she was given the ‘Bangla Academy’
Award and in 1992 she got the Sishu Academy Award.** She used to regularly
contribute in the Saogat and Mohammadi journals and through her writings she asked
the Bengali Muslim women to become economically independent.®* After
Independence she went to East Pakistan later Bangladesh, and she was emotionally
hurt like most of the other Bengali Muslim women who had to relocate to East
Pakistan due to partition. Hosneara was inspired by the teachings of Kazi Nazrul Islam
and Subhash Chandra Bose. She died on 30™ March 1998 practically after remaining
bedridden for fourteen years.* The whole nation mourned the death of this exceptional
Muslim women leader who through her life, set an example for the Muslim women.

The Quit India movement of 1942, anti-fascists protests during the Second World
War, relief and rehabilitation after the Bengal Famine of 1943 had brought a number
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many Hindu middle class women into the mainstream. During these times, Muslims,
practically everywhere in India had stayed away from the Quit India movement.
Although majority of Muslim were absent in these movements, there were few
Bengali Muslim women who had been part of anti-fascists protests, worked for famine
relief and for communal harmony.®* Raziya Khatun and Halima Khatoon were two
prominent Bengall Musllm women who actively participated in the Quit India
movement of 1942.3" These two women had regular contacts and were members of the
Jugantar party. Sufia Kamal who was member of the Communist led Mahila
AtmarakshaSamity in Burdwan had taken part in the protest rallies against Fascism
and against rising prices.® In 1925, Sufia had met Mahatma Gandhi in the town of
Barisal. Inspired by Gandhi’s struggle for Independence, she spun some thread on a
small spinning wheel. Following this meeting, she had stopped wearing the elaborate,
richly ornamental ‘Mughal’ dress of her childhood. She began to wear simple
handloom sarees commonly worn by Bengali women. She also became an active
member of matrimangal, an organisation dedicated to women’s welfare. The young
Bengali Muslim woman doctor Anowara Khatun went out to treat the wounded in the
riot-affected areas of Calcutta.® However, these handful examples of Bengali Muslim
women were exceptions in turbulent times when the majority of Muslim women were
restrained from participating in public life.

From the second decades of the twentieth century, a number of Bengali Muslim
women began to enter Colleges and Universities and their higher qualification gave
them a cause to think about their lives which they thought should be different from
that of their mothers and grandmothers. The phenomenon of independent earning
power began to affect the lives of these working Muslim women by g|V|ng them a
greater sense of individuality and an identity of their own in the society.* Most
Muslim women who came out of purdah in the first half of the twentieth century were
not political or social rebels, but dutiful daughters who left purdah only with the
sanction of their families, whether natal or conjugal.** These Muslim women emerged
from purdah during a time of great social and political change in India. These active
Bengali Muslim women contributed in many ways to the greater visibility of Muslim
women in educational, social and political fields in the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s Bengal.
The National Movement, articulated a political consciousness among the Muslim
women of Bengal and once this process began, the issue of gender naturally became
important to these politicised women.*?

The presence of women in politics, of course did not create significant changes in the
lives of the majority of female population, but it broke the myth and made it
acceptable for the society that Muslim women too can be involved in the activities
outside the home. These Bengali Muslim women not only participated actively in the
freedom but they also took several initiatives in planning and execution of
conspiracies, held meetings, raised fund, carried on propaganda work, formed
revolutionary networks, acted as couriers of arms and ammunition. They also stored
bombs, safeguarded secret documents, had information about police movements,
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commanded revolutionary groups and participated in direct actions against the British.
Thousands and thousands of peasants, working class women both poor and rich
women poured out in the streets in defiance of British Government’s order and the
police’s lathi. They proved themselves not only with their courage, but it is also
surprising to note how they proved their organisational power and showed interest in
revolts, movements and directs struggles. However, it was not possible for these
women to get over all the socially constructed barriers and develop radical
potentialities, nor did these women leaders of this period visualize such possibilities.
Predictably, therefore, active participation of these women in the freedom struggle did
not affect the patriarchal structure of society at large. The periodic outburst of these
women in the different phases of the freedom movement did not produce much change
in the Muslim society or its own discourser. In the late ninetieth and early twentieth
century, the efforts for uplifting these Bengali Muslim women came initially from the
educated Muslim men folks and for this reason it set an implicit limitation to the
aspirations of women. However, the efforts of these Muslim women who took part in
the freedom struggle was not totally futile for these women participants in the freedom
movement meant a protracted struggle against two different kinds of servility i.e.
patriarchy and colonialism. The active involvement in the freedom struggle helped to
bring about a remarkable shift in women’s perspectives towards life self-image and
ambitions and above all, it ordinated Muslim women’s personality. Bengali Muslim
women’s involvement in the freedom movements bears testimony of the dynamic
character of women in the changing Muslim society and eventually they won grudging
admiration from their male counterparts.
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The Importance of Family : A comparative study
between Islam and Western Society

Dr. Sumaiya Ahmed”

Abstract: Family values play an important role in the Islamic point of view. Islam
seeks to create durable bases for relationships within the family, which is the
building block of a society. When each of these blocks is firmly placed, the social
structure of the society rests on a strong foundation. Where the cohesive bond gets
diluted, the society begins to tumble.Western society presents a glaring example of
this phenomenon. The growing number of single-parent families in the wake of
rampant divorces has created a situation in which uninhibited sex has culminated in
the outbreak of AIDs and other sexually transmitted diseases. An important factor in
the breakdown of marriages in the west is the fact that marital relations in Western
societies are governed by material considerations, such as wealth, beauty, or fame.
These are ephemeral values doomed to self-erosione with time. When that happens,
the fragile relationship gets swerved and the marriage ends in divorce. By contrast,
martial ties in Muslim society are on firmer ground. Families seeking alliance also
look for partners with a strong moral character, among other things. Thus if the
married life of a couple becomes a bit bumpy, they still pull on for the sake of their
children to whom they owe a religious obligation to bring up properly. So, this paper
finds out the significant role of the importance of the family from the perspective of
Islam and western society.

1. Introduction:

While the family is the foundation of civilization and society, the relationship between
hushand and wife defining their mutual rights and duties is the foundation of family
life. This is a very difficult problem; human beings have been trying to unravel this
knotty problem since the beginning of humanity and the result is a never-ending
conflict of theories and a mass of irreconcilable views and opinions, and; this
confusing state of affairs seems to worsen day by day. In various places and at various
times, the mutual duties of husband and wife have been going up and down in cycles
like a merry-go-round.*

People are living in a period of cultural crisis. It seems as if the very foundations of
contemporary society are being threatened from within and without. The family, as a
basic and most sensitive institution of culture, is being undermined by powerful and
destructive forces®. The study was carried out in a comparative study between Islam
and western society.

* Assistant Professors, Department of Islamic Studies, Aliah University, Kolkata, West Bengal,
India.
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2. The Concept of the Family

The family is not only unit in the maintenance of the social order but also unit of
function and survival. As an institution, it primarily operates and continues on the
philosophies of ‘togetherness’, sharing, and mutual understanding. Its values have
been respected by society over generations. The well-being of a family is largely
assured not by public law, but by the laws which are accepted by society for smooth
functioning. The cohesiveness of the family lies in the happiness and emotional well-
being which directly contribute to mental health too®.

2.1. Islamic Concept

Islam has a pervasive social character and the family is the core of its society. Islam
tends to consider the family as something absolutely good and almost sacred. Besides
providing tranquility and mutual support and understating between husband and wife,
the obvious function of a family is toprovide a culturally and legally acceptable way of
satisfying the sexual instinct as well as to raise children as the new generation. Islam
has more essential roles for the family, however, it is within the family system that
Muslims acquire their religious training, develop their moral character, establish close
social relationships and sustain loyalty both to the family and to society at large. The
support system in the family (both financial, social, and emotional) is paramount in
establishing the peace of mind and security needed for the journey of life. This is
particularly important for the socially dependent members, namely the children, the
elderly, the single adults (especially females), as well as the sick or handicapped. The
family in Islam includes both the nuclear (husband, wife, and their children) and
extended varieties by caring for all the relatives®.
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O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made
you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most

noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed,
Allah is Knowing and Acquainted. Al- Quran: 49:13

2.2. Western Concept

The monolithic image of the traditional married nuclear family is progressively
vanishing to give rise to a richer variety of families, which are present to a greater or
lesser extent in Western countries. Every day some more young adults choose to
cohabit outside marriage either as a permanent arrangement or as a prelude to a
marital union; more women who have children outside marriage; more young people
who experience long periods living alone or sharing a household with friends before
entering a partnership; more homosexual partners who openly claim their rights to be
recognized in law as married couples, and so on. There are also noticeable changes in
the duration and time at which life events occur. The clearest examples are the
progressive postponement of motherhood and fatherhood, the increasing number of
childless women, and the shortened duration of partnerships as individuals can more
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easily exit unwanted relationships. These are just some examples of ever more
common change in contemporary Western families.’

3. Background

3.1. In Islam: The term family is used to designate a special kind of structure whose
principles are related to one another through blood ties/or marital relationship, and
whose relatedness is of such a nature as to entail “Mutual expectations” that are
prescribed by Islam, reinforced by Islamic law, and internalized by the individual
Muslim practice. The Muslim may be extended, polygamous, or both extended and
polygamous, or neither. There is no specific provision inlslam that it must be of one
type or the other, just as there is none in favour of, or opposition to, nuclear family
type. The organizational form is an open question, depending on individual inclination
unlike the mutual expectations of the membership. Such expectations remain, no
matter what form the family may assume®.

3.1.1. The Position of the Family: The social positions which constitute the Muslim
family as defined included, in the first degree, those of the self, the spouse, the
immediate ascendants, and/ or descendants. As far as the mutual expectations of the
occupants of these positions are concerned, there is general agreement among the
interpreters of Islamic law. For conceptual convenience, these positions may be
designated as “primary”, that is, the immediate constituents of the family system.
These positions are not necessarily always interdependently of the others’.

However, there may be other positions whose occupants constitute additional
categories, such as the agnate, the cognate or ornate, and the collateral. But the juristic
views on the precise implications of these positions are not unanimous. The positions
may be designated as “supplementary”. But primary and supplementary positions
make up the complete Muslim family system as it is here treated. The basic difference
between these primary and supplementary categories is that the mutual expectations of
the former are, on the whole, unequivocal, unlike those of the latter where the
difference of opinion is sometimes considerable. This distinction, however, does not
mean that there are no intercategory implications. Members of both categories share
certain mutual expectations. Some of these may not be precisely formulated or
universally institutionalized, nevertheless, they are-prescribed by Islam in a general
way. Family rights and obligations are not private family affairs of no concern to the
rest of the society. Indeed, these are generally assigned to the family members who are
enjoined to administer them privately. But, if the situation becomes unmanageable,
Islam commands society, represented by designated authorities as well as
conscientious individuals, to take whatever action is necessary to implement the law,
to maintain equity and harmony®.

A person may not discriminate among his/her dependents even if he/she is
emotionally more attached to some than to others. He/she is not permitted to make a
will in favour of any potential successor at the expense of others would be heirsor
without their approval. Nor is he/she permitted to let extra family attachment and
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interest or intra family estrangement cause him/ her to mistreat his/her family
members. Thus he/ she may not make any will to non-heirs more than a certain
portion of his /her property, i.e., one-third, without the consent of eligible heirs, lest
his /her disposal of the property infringe upon their rights. Islam recognized that any
enduring social structure must rest upon a general will not on enforced consent or a
complex organization.’

3.2. In Western Society

The history of the western family is that the family type labeled “modern” by family
historians is regarded by most people today as the “traditional” family. It is the image
people have in mind when they say “the family today isn’t what it used to be”. The
time frame for those popular images seldom goes back generations, 100years at most.
This coincides with the general time frame of the modern nuclear family, which has
been predominant in the West only for most of the past 100 years, if not entirely as a
behavioral reality, then certainly as a cultural ideal. At the start of this time, the
modern nuclear family was more common in the middle and upper classes, in which it
originated, but by the mid-twentieth century, it had become nearly universal in
Western nations™.

3.2.1. Pre-industrial Western Society

Late preindustrial (early modern) societies in western society shared many of the basic
social and economic characteristics of other parts of the world at that time and the
developing world today. They were in the main rural societies based on subsistence
agriculture, with productive activities customarily carried out in and by households
rather than at separate work places specialized for that purpose. They had relatively
high fertility and mortality rates, leading to a very young age structure (with more than
44% of the population under age 20). Yet it is now known that the family systems of
preindustrial societies in western society were unique. Why and when these societies
broke away from the rest of the world to lead the trend toward the nuclear family are
questions that are currently the subjects of scholarly ferment and debate. The main
features of this then historically new family form, however, are no longer so much in
doubt. 1;?11ey have been reasonably well established by the scholarship of the past few
decades™.

3.2.2. Industrial Western Society

Between the signing of the Declaration of independence in 1776 and the onset of the
civil war in 1861, the transformation of America into an urban industrial state
produced changes in the family that are still visible today. The decline of the self-
sufficient rural family and the development of specialized industries producing goods
that families needed, such as clothing and food had a profound impact. Urbanization
and industrialization altered and sharply narrowed the family’s functions, redefined
the basis for marriage and the conditions under which marriages could be dissolved,
and led to new concepts of gender roles, childhood, and the proper means of raising
children. Perhaps the most tangible change that came with industrialization was that
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the production of material goods shifted from the household to the external business
enterprise. Paid work outside the home became distinct from unpaid work done in and
around the home. As a result, families became less self-sufficient than they had been
in colonial times. For most people, making a living now meant contracting out their
labor or special skills in return for cash wages. Even farm families became less self-
sufficient, since they now specialized their production around one or another cash
crop, purchasing their other material needs with the proceeds.By the end of the
seventeenth century, these social changes had profound effects on marriage. With the
onset of industrialization, factories created sources of income not previously available
for young people. One consequence was that it became more common for young
people to break their service contracts - that is, their agreement to stay as a servant or
apprentice- before the customary age of twenty- one and to go off on their own
seeking employment. In turn, parental control over youth also began to erode, and an
increasing number of young women became pregnant before marriage, b}/ that time,
young people had obtained full discretion to choose their marriage partners.
4. Family Pillars
In any family, there are those persons without whom a family cannot be regarded as
complete. A human being is born of a father and a mother; the parents look after the
child and bring it up. This child, in turn, attains maturity and is joined to a spouse in
the golden link of matrimony. Then this couple starts their own family. Thus it says
that the persons who form pillars of the family are father, mother, child, husband, and
wife®
4.1. Perspective in Islam
4.1.1. Parents: Here is a point to ponder over: we do not find in the Quran and Hadith
so much emphasis on looking after the children as is the case with the rights of the
parents, why? The shariah has put a new challenge to those who think. Find out how
logical this attitude is. The fact is that the parent’s heart is the fountainhead of the love
for the child; this affection becomes the life-blood of the parents. The Quran has
alluded to this instinctive parental love in several places™.
The Rights of Parents: Islam placesthe strongest possible emphasis on both the
respect and the obligations that a child owes to his parents. Several Quranic verses
contain general injections to be kind to one’s parents. Others are much more specific:
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And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him, and to

parents, good treatment. Whether one or both of them reach old age

[while] with you, say not to them [so much as], "uff,"" and do not repel

them but speak to them a noble word.Al- Quran, 17:23
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And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy and say, "My Lord,
have mercy upon them as they brought me up [when | was] small.”



The Importance of Family : A comparative study between Islam and Western Society @9

Al- Quran, 17: 24
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And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother

carried him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his

weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your parents; to Me is

the [final] destination.Al- Quran, 31:14
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knowledge, do not obey them. To Me is your return, and | will inform you

about what you used to do.Al- Quran, 29: 8
The verses make it clear that we must honour our parents appreciate their sacrifices
and efforts for us, and do our best for them. This is required regardless of whether
they are Muslims or not Allah knows the parents to whom He gave us and the test we
will find in living with them®. Disrespect and neglect of parents is a major sin, as
reported in the following Ahadith:

“The Prophet (PBUH) said three times, “shall I inform you about the

greatest of the major sins? They said, “Yes, o0 Messenger of Allah.” He

said,“To join others in worship with Allah and to be undutiful to

parents...” (Bukhari, 3.822)

Abdullah ibn Mas’ood (R) asked the Prophet (PBUH),“what deed is

dearest to Allah?” he said, “the prayer at its proper time.” Ibn Mas’ood

® then asked, “Then what?” he said, “Goodness to parents...”

(Bukhari, 1.505)
The Prophet™ (PBUH) also said,

The greatest of the major sins are to make others partners with Allah

and to kill a human being and to be undutiful to parents and (to speak)

the false word, “or he said, “to bear false witness (Bukhari 9:9.9.10 and

9.55)
Respect
Respect and good treatment of parents and elders us one of the main elements of good
manners or customary usages (adab, plural, Aadaab) in Islam. Muslim parents and the
Muslim Community must set consistent standards of respect due to the parents and
train children from earliest childhood to follow some minimum guidelines. A toddler
is taught to speak to his parents in ways that are polite and reprimanded or even
punished mildly if he deliberately transgresses this. If both parents are J)resent, one
reinforces respect, politeness, and behaviour toward the other in the child®.

4.1.2. The Relationship between Husband and Wife

The Husband and wife are the principles of family formation. Their relationship in
marriage is described in the Quran as of two major qualities: love (passion, friendship,
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companionship) on the one hand. And mercy (understanding, reconciliation, tolerance,
forgiveness) on the other within the overall objective of tranqumty The Quran says:
S 8 &) Bl 335 K00 Jaay L) \,mw”vesﬂm\w?gd;umuw,
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And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that
you may find tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection
and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought?
Al-Quran, 30:21
This is a verse frequently quoted to describe on of the purposes of family life. It starts
by referring to the unity of origin of husband and wife, which is a confirmation of
equality and a basis for harmony between them, it must follow then that both husband
and wife will find tranquility (sakan) in one another. This key verse concludes by
referring to the social relationships within the family which range from love and
tenderness to understanding, empathy, and mercy. There can be no better expression
of the relationship between two human beings living together in blessed martial
bondage. Such a relationship is so highly valued that Allah made it among His signs
and it is. This is confirmed further by another verse in which Muslims are reminded in
the same manner of the first human family™’.
MMJ&L&MM&L@.\MML@AJJL@A%J@AUL}&L}A@LL;J\}A
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It is He who created you from one soul and created from it its mate that
he might dwell in security with her. And when he covers her, she carries
a light burden and continues therein. And when it becomes heavy, they
both invoke Allah, their Lord, "If You should give us a good [child], we
will surely be among the grateful."Al-Quran, 7:189.
4.1.3. Children as a trust
Islam makes it clear that children are, at one and the same time, a blessing, a trust and
a test from Allah.
abe AT sdie i (i & 5y 315 &l Wi ek
And know that your properties and your children are but a trial and that
Allah has with Him a great reward.Al-Quran, 8:28
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Your wealth and your children are but a trial, and Allah has with Him a
great reward.Al-Quran, 64: 15
The Prophet [J(PBUH) was asked,
“O Messenger of Allah, what rights can parents demand form their
children?” He replied, “They are your paradise and your
Hell. ”(Mishkat, 4941, transmitted by Ibn Majah)
On another occasion, he said, concerning a poor woman’s care for her daughters:
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“The one who is in charge of these girls and treats them well, they will be
a shield for him from the Fire. ”(Bukhari, 8.24)

That we instinctively love our children and want to protect them and have the best for
them, Allah knows. As a rule, children are greatly sought after among Muslims. Many
ChildlLeSS couples experience a great feeling of emptiness, and this is a severe test for
them™.

4.2 Perspective in Western Society: Facing rejection from one’s family of origin after
coming out has been consistently linked with several negative outcomes, ranging from
lowered self-esteem to acts of self-harm or suicide. Individuals who suffer this
rejection also tend to be less able to deal with other social pressures that accompany
being a member of a sexual minority in western society. The potential for damage
from such negative reactions shapes a great deal of how one chooses to come out,
particularly concerning which family members to confide in. sexual minority
individuals are more likely to come out to their mothers rather than to their fathers.
That being said, fathers tend to discover their child’s identity at around the same time
as the child would reveal this event to the mother, but fathers tend to discover this
independently, rather than the child coming out to them in particular. This difference
in disclosure is a reasonable choice, given the literature that surrounds this issue.
While parent reactions to a child coming out do not differ by the gender of the parent,
the impact of the parental response upon the child does differ by parent gender™.

4.2.1. Father Change: The battle of ideas has to be fought without recourse to a more
palliative contribution if the stigmatization of lone-parent families throughidealizing
fathers is to be halted. Fatherhood shows incredible cross-cultural variation and
changes over time; it is not something written in stone. There is one piece of empirical
research that fascinates it. Everyone knows that fathers and mothers are said to play
with children very differently. If they are videoed, the fathers are seen to be much
more active and physical, while the mothers are quieter, more reflective, and
protective. The picture seems logical and eternal. But if the play of fathers who, for
whatever reason, have sole or primary care of children is videoed, their play resembles
that of mothers. Fathers can change. Maybe men can change. One way in which men
are changing is that they are becoming more aware of the deal that they have made
with society. In this deal, the male child, at around 4 or 5 years old or even earlier,
agrees to repudiate all that is soft, vulnerable, playful, maternal, and feminine by
hardening himself against these traits. In return, he is given special access to all the
desire-fulfilling goodies that western capitalism seems able to provide. Increasingly,
and especially in mid-life, men are becoming aware that the deal was not altogether a
good one from their point of view. Among many experiences that are denied them by
this deal is the experience of being a hands-on actively involved father.

4.2.2. Wife Abuse: One aspect of the family that may not have changed is the abuse of
women. “Wife-Torture in England” was the headline of a startling expose on woman
battering published in 1878 by British muckraking journalist Frances Power Cobbe.
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Cobbe attributed the “thrashings”, “trampling’s” with hobnailed boots, and other
forms of brutal violence many wives experienced to “the notion that a man’s wife is
his property, in the sense in which a horse is his property... May I not do what I will
with my own? Cobbe’s claim that wife-beating stems from the male privilege that is
legally and culturally supported are echoed in contemporary feminist arguments that
link violence, whether it occurs in the form of a husband beating his wife or a man
sexually forcing his date, to male power and control over women. Sociologists’ kerti
Yllo and Murray Straus tested this claim in the United States and the rate of wife
beating in states. Using such indicators as the percentage of women in the labor force.
The educational status of women, and percentage of female members of the U.S.
Congress to assess the status of women, they found that violence against women is
greatest in states that fall at the two extremes- those where economic, educational,
political, and legal inequality is relatively low or relatively high. Women in states
where their status is low are the victims of the most violence by their husbands, and
the rate of violence decline as women’s status improves. But wives in the states with
the greatest equality also suffer high levels of violence, perhaps because women’s
equality threatens some men’s desire for dominance?.

4.2.3. Parent Child-Relation: Difficulties between parents and children have always
existed, but whereas in the past parents and children were expected to work out these
problems in their way (usually the parents’ way), in the contemporary world it has
become increasingly common to call upon expert advice. Psychiatrists and
psychologists, as well as social workers, help with parent-child problems. All attempt
to carry out some form of treatment that will parent-child relationship from the
perspectives of both parent and child. Often parent-child treatment is initiated in
response to a parental complaint about some unacceptable behavior of the child. A
fairly common feature of the treatment process consists of helping the parent or
parents to understand how they are contributing to the production of the behaviour
they disapprove of social workers may conduct treatment with the child with or
without one or both parents may conduct family therapy with the family as a group, or
may use other treatment procedures appropriate to the particular situation. Often a
psychiatrist serves as a consultant to the agency and may be called upon to offer
advice concerning the best way to proceed. A staff psychologist may also conduct an
independent evaluation of the child and family. Between the end of World War | and
the beginning of the war on poverty, when social work was heavily dominated by
psychoanalytic ideas, problems of parent-child relations tended to be regarded as
largely self- contained, that is, as problems of parental personality difficulty giving
rise to personality and behavior difficulty in the child. The war on poverty, together
with the various social movements of the 1960s, generated a new awareness that
family relationships and interpersonal relationships, in general, are embedded in and
affected by the prevailing economic and social conditions in society?.
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5. Family Life Cycle
5.1. Marriage in Islamic Viewpoint
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And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man who has no wife
and the woman who has no hushand) and (also marry) the Salihun
(pious, fit and capable ones) of your (male) slaves and maid-servants
(female slaves). If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His Bounty.
And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knowing (about
the state of the people) Al- Quran, 24: 32
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O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created
from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women.
And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs.
Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an Observer.Al- Quran, 4:1

Marriage is an institution that legalizes the sexual relations between man and woman
to preserve the human species, the growth of descent, promotion of love and union
between the parties, and the mutual help to earn a livelihood. It is allowed between
two persons of different sex to whose mutual cohabitation there is no natural or legal
bar or prohibition. Marriage, whether considered as a sacrament or as a contract, apart
from giving rise to certain mutual rights and obligations, confers the status of husband
and wife on the parties, and legitimacy on the children of the marriage. The most
remarkable feature of Islamic jurisprudence is that the Muslims considered marriage a
civil contract even at the beginning of the development of their juristic thought but to
the extent in which the Hindus and Christians call their marriage a sacrament, a
permanent union, the Muslim marriage too may be called an ibadat (devotional act).
The Muslim conception of marriage differs from the Hindu conception according to
which marriage is not a mere civil contract but a sacrament®.

5.1.2. Marriage: The exclusiveness of Muslim marriage and divorce rules has made
this topic interesting for discussions legal luminaries and social scientists. Some of the
characteristics of Muslim marriage are unlike those of Hindu Marriage. A Muslim
marriage or nikah as it is called in Arabic, has fixed and rigid rules which had been
laid down by the Prophet CJ(PBUH). Despite ProphetsC] (PBUH) preaching of
equality, selection of a spouse is restricted within one’s religious sects, the Sunnis and
Shias. At present, there is a problem among Muslim parents due to the conservative
nature of not taking theconsent of the girl while fixing her marriage. Thoughthe Quran
and Hadith provide her to choose her husband according to her wishes. Where the
consent of the girl is lacking and where she has been waived her right and parents
forcefully caused a greater amount of misery and hardship to the party concerned and
this reflects a sordid impression of the Islamic legal system on the society at large.
Marriage is the foundation of social life as it is the effective cause of the human family
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and social relationship. Mutual consent is the foundation stone of the marriage
relationship?.

5.1.3. Divorce

Islam with its realistic and practical outlook on all human affairs recognizes divorce,
but only as a necessary evil, inevitable in certain circumstances. Who can deny the
fact that there does arise a certain situation in which it is not humanly possible for the
couple to lead a happy and useful life by continuing as husband and wife? Instead of
dragging on with a bitter and miserable existence in forced partnership, would it not
be more conducive to the welfare of the parties to part with grace and good will*>?

According to the Islamic concept matrimonial alliance is a sort of social contract, and
it can be dissolved when it ceases to serve its purpose. This does not mean that
marriage has no sanctity or solemnity in Islam. The analysis of marriage and divorce
laws recognized by Islam clearly shows that the marital tie is to be respected and
continued as far as possible. The mutual adjustment and tolerance are emphasized
beyond proportions just for the sake of keeping intact the marital tie. The parties also
lose, some social respect for separation. The parties, their well- wishers, and courts are
required not to leave any stone unturned for the subsistence of martial tie in case of
dispute and disagreement between the parties. The dissolution is provided as a last
resort in such circumstances. The marriage under such extreme circumstances may be
dissolved by the parties or by the court.When the dissolution of the marriage tie
proceeds from the husband, it is called ‘Talaq’ and when it takes place at the instance
of the wife, it is Khula. When it is by mutual consent, it is called ‘Mubarat’. Under
certain circumstances, the wife may move the court to get herself released from the
marital tie®®. The behest of the Quran regarding:
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And if you fear dissension between the two, send an arbitrator from his

people and an arbitrator from her people. If they both desire

reconciliation, Allah will cause it between them. Indeed, Allah is ever

Knowing and Acquainted [with all things].Al- Quran, 4:35

5.2. In Western society viewpoint

The demography of the family in most developed western countries has changed
substantially since the beginning of the 1970s and looks likely to continue to do so.
Revolutionary changes in ideas about birth, marriage, divorce, child-rearing, gender,
and death have been so dramatic that they have been termed by some the “Second
Demographic Transition”. None of these changes in western family life had been
predicted. The most obvious manifestation is that living arrangements have changed
dramatically over the past two generations. The changes in demographic behaviour are
a subject of great complexity and heated debate. Traditionalists believe the family is
collapsing while modernists welcome new opportunities and equality for women.
These choices for parents and gains for women may be at the expense of their
children?’.
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5.2.1. Marriage: A key to marriage is the sexual factor. This is scarcely surprising
since marriage is a relationship between persons ofthe opposite sex. In Western
Society sex apart from marriage is frowned upon, a fact that straightens the
significance of sex for marriage. But in much preliterate society sexual intercourse
before marriage is sanctioned for both sexes. There is a period of experimentation
among adolescents in these societies that eventuates in the pairing off of congenial
couples. Sex in these circumstances is not such a crucial motive for marriage as it is in
Western society today?.

The most striking feature of Western Society, for example, the American family today
is how late marriage takes place. The median age of first marriage of American men in
1991 was 26.3, up almost four years from the historic low of 22.5 recorded in the mid-
1950s. Today’s average, is at about the same level it was before industrialization when
young people typically were locked into service obligations until the age of 20 and
did not become truly independent until well into the twenties. For women, the figures
today are even more striking. The 1993 median was 24.1years, the highest average of
marriage ever recorded for American women. Although well over 90 percent of
American men and women eventually do marry, postponed matrimony has become
the norm. In 1970, just 9 percent of American men 30 to 34 years of age had never
married. In 1993 the figure was 30 percent. For women, the comparable increase was
from 6 to 19 percent. Delayed marriage is by no means unique to America, and similar
patterns can be found throughout advanced industrial nations. In Denmark, the median
age of first marriage in 1990 was 29.2 for men and 26.5 for women, considerably
higher than the American averages. There are several possible explanations for these
recent shifts. Prolonged schooling and increased participation in higher education,
particularly among women, could not be responsible for a marriage pattern that has
emerged since that time. A second plausible explanation is that young adults
increasingly are reluctant to risk long-term commitments when the projected rate of
divorce is so high. Indeed, if the current rates persist, 50 to 60 percent of all first
marriages since 1975 will eventually dissolve in divorce. Young adults today are
aware of the odds, and understandingly are cautious®.

Perhaps the best explanation for delayed marriage, however, is that people cannot
afford to get married. The “real” income of young American workers, which is to say,
earnings that have been adjusted for inflation, has declined considerably since the
early 1970s. Stable, high-wage employment in manufacturing, communications,
transportation, utilities, and forestry that earlier was available to young people upon
completion of high school has been disappearing at a rapid rate. In the late 1960s,
employment in these wage sectors accounted for over half of all the jobs held by
young workers. By the late 1980s, the share fell to a third the drop off in
manufacturing jobs alone was from 44 to 22 percent. And while it is also the case that
millions of new jobs were created in the retail trade and service sectors during this
period, relatively few of the replacement jobs offer long-term career opportunities or a
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“family wage”. In today’s economy, for example, it takes roughly two retail sector
jobs to equal the wages of one lost manufacturing job. The reality of the situation,
then, is that young workers have experienced a decline of approximately 25 percent in
real income since 1970. Many men who would traditionally have worked in high-
paying manufacturing jobs but low-paying jobs are putting off marriage because they
cannot support a wife and children. Two other factors are also related to the decline in
marriage rates; more liberal attitudes regarding cohabitation, and the improving labor
market position of women. Since World War II, women’s educational attainment has
improved substantially, leading in turn tothe better occupational placement and higher
wages. As a result, women are not as dependent on marriage for economic support as
they were in earlier times™.

5.2.2. Divorce: The steady rise in divorce rates throughout Western Society from the
end of the nineteenth century. In the late nineteenth century a spectacular increase in
divorce rates in the United States®. The United States has never been higher than in
the past decade or so, the upward trend in divorce began as early as the 1840s. After
the Civil War, it increased by approximately 3 percent per decade, a pattern that has
continued up to about 1960. The only interruption in this pattern occurred in the
aftermath of World War 11, the period between 1945 and 1965 that produced the baby
boom. After 1965 the trend resumed its earlier course, only to level off during the
economic recession of the mid-1980s. Since the 1960s, however, both the number of
divorces and the rate have more than doubled. More marriages now end in divorce
than by death. Although similar trends can be observed for countries such as Sweden
or Germany, the divorce rate in the United States is considerably higher than in most
other nations. One reason for this higher rate is that Americans are more likely to
marry in the first place. Even with the previously noted declines, marriage rates in the
United States among the highest in the world. For the 45-54 year-old American
population in 1990, for example, 95 percent of women and 94 percent of men had
been married at least once. In Sweden, a comparable figure for men would be around
75 percent. The second reason for the high divorce rate in the UnitedStates, and
probably the more important one, is the relatively stronger attitudes held by
Americans regarding individualism and self-fulfillment. Americans expect marriage to
be a vehicle not only for economic survival but also for personal happiness, and when
their high expectations are not met in marriage, divorce may ensue®.

Just as with most other types of social change, high divorce statistics can be
interpreted with either optimism or pessimism. The pessimistic view is that they
reflect declining family values in America, and are the strongest single indicator of the
disintegration of the institution of the family. In contrast, the hopeful interpretation is
that Americans today put more stress on having successful marriages and that couples
simply prefer to divorce to find a more congenial mate than to endure an unrewarding
marriage. In any event, most U.S. states have now adopted “no-fault” laws, which
make it much easier to divorce. Simple marital incompatibility, rather than desertion
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or infidelity, is now a justifiable basis for terminating a marriage in most jurisdictions.
In short, fewer men and women than in earlier years-and especially women, since they
initiate three-quarters of all divorce proceedings- are willing today to remain in an
unsatisfactory union. Although people divorce at all stages of the life course, the risks
are much higher among couples under thirty who have not been married very long.
These unions are sometimes referred to as “starter marriages”, and when there are no
children involved and not much property to be settled, they do not draw much
attention or cause much concern. Rates of divorce are also higher among those with
less formal education and lower incomes, and where husbands are unemployed or take
to the road to find work. Poverty breeds instability in life generally, including in
marriage. Women who have stable employment also have hlgher divorce rates,
perhaps because they are less economically dependent on marriage

6. Impact
6.1. Islamic purpose

i. Preservation and Continuation of the Human Race: The survival of the human
race and culture, and continuity inthe functioning of man's Khilafah depends on the
effective operationof the mechanism for procreation and reproduction. Naturehas
provided for this in that the psychological and physiologicaldifferences between the
sexes are complementary to each other.All the facts of procreation demand that the
process needs astable structure to come into operation. Man, woman and childare all
in need of a permanent and lasting institution tofulfill this role. The family is the
institution that can take care ofthe entire process, from the initial phases to its
fruition®. The Quran says:
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O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created

from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women.

And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs.

Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an Observer.Al Quran 4:1
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Your wives are a place of sowing of seed for you, so come to your place

of cultivation however you wish and put forth [righteousness] for

yourselves. And fear Allah and know that you will meet Him. And give

good tidings to the believers.Al Quran, 2:223
ii. Protection of Morals: The sexual urge is natural and creative. Althoughcommon to
all living beings. In the case of men and women, thereare some unique aspects. In
other animals. It is primarily forprocreation and is regulated through instinct and the
processes ofnature. The mating urge is not effective at all times; it is bound byits
seasons and cycles. With man. This is not so. The urge isalways there and lacks any
built-in physiological controlmechanism. But control and regulation are essential for
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healthyexistence. Even at a biological level. They become more importantat the social
and cultural levels. Neither total abstinence nor unceasingpromiscuity can lead to a
stable and healthy existence.lslam forbids non-marital sex in all its forms. But it
enjoinsmarriage to enable men and women to fulfill their natural urges. Toenjoy this
aspect of life in such a way that pleasure and responsibilitygo hand in hand. Sex
through marriage and management aloneprovides the control mechanism for the
sexual urge. It also acts asa safety-valve for sexual morality. Through it, fulfillment
and sublimationare achieved in a balanced way, and equilibrium is attainedin inter-sex
relations. The Qur'an calls marriage is a 'castle'. i.e. (it is protection) against a life of
debauchery™. It says:
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And whoever of you have not the means wherewith to wed free, believing

women, they may wed believing girls from among those (captives and

slaves) whom your right hands possess, and Allah has full knowledge

about your Faith, you are one from another. Wed them with the

permission of their folk (guardians, Auliya' or masters) and give them

their Mahr according to what is reasonable; they (the above said captive

and slave-girls) should be chaste, not adulterous, nor taking boy-friends.

And after they have been taken in wedlock, if they commit illegal sexual

intercourse, their punishment is half that for free (unmarried) women.

This is for him among you who is afraid of being harmed in his religion

or his body; but it is better for you that you practice self-restraint, and

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Al Quran, 4:25

At another place. The same point is stressed with reference tothe man:
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This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of those
who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is lawful for
them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from among the
believers and chaste women from among those who were given the
Scripture before you, when you have given them their due compensation,
desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual intercourse or taking [secret]
lovers. And whoever denies the faith - his work has become worthless,

and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.Al Quran, 5:5

iii. Psycho-Emotional Stability, Love, and Kindness: Another objective of marriage is
to attain psychological.emotional and spiritual companionship. The relationship in the
family, between all its members, and most important of all, between the husband and
wife, is not merely utilitarian. It is a spiritual relationship and sustains and generates
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love, kindness, mercy, compassion, confidence, self-sacrifice, solace, and succour.
The best in human nature expresses itself in the flowering of these relationships. It is
only inthe context of the family that what is spiritually potential in men and women
becomes real and sets the pace of the blossoming of goodness and virtue within the
family and outside it. In marriage companionship, each partner seeks ever-increasing
fulfillment. With children in the family, the values of fellow-feeling, of love and
compassion, of sacrifice for others, of tolerance and kindness are translated into reality
and implanted in character. It is the family that provides the most congenial climate
for the development and fulfillment of human personality. That is why the Prophet
(peace be upon him) has said that home is the best place in the world This function of
marriage and family is empha5|zed in the Qur'an in several Ways . It says:
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And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may

find tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection and mercy. Indeed

in that are signs for a people who give thought? Al Quran, 30:21
At another place, the relationship between the spouses hasbeen described as that
between 'the body and the garment'.
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It has been made permissible for you the night preceding fasting to go to

your wives [for sexual relations]. They are clothing for you and you are

clothing for them. Allah knows that you used to deceive yourselves, so He

accepted your repentance and forgave you. So now, have relations with

them and seek that which Allah has decreed for you. And eat and drink

until the white thread of dawn becomes distinct to you from the black

thread [of night]. Then complete the fast until the sunset. And do not

have relations with them as long as you are staying for worship in the

mosques. These are the limits [set by] Allah, so do not approach them.

Thus does Allah make clear His ordinances to the people that they may

become righteous.Al Quran, 2: 187

This emphasizes their sameness, their oneness, something much more sublime than
legal equality. The husband and the wife both are described as each other's raiment,
not one as the garment and the other the body. A garment is something nearest to the
human body; it is that part of the external world thatbecomes a part of our being. Such
is the closeness of the relationship between the spouses. The Dress is something that
covers the body and protects it. The spouses are protectors and guardians of each
other. The dress beautifies the wearer. One feels oneself incomplete without it.
Husband and wife complement each other; one completes and perfects and beautifies
the other. This relationship also protects the morals-without this shield one is exposed
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to the dangers of illicit carnality. All these aspects have been captured in the single but
succinct phrase: 'you are like a garment for each other'.®

iv. Socialization and Value-Orientation: The function of child-bearing remains
incomplete without itsmore crucial part of child-rearingand upbringing-their
education, orientation, character-building, and gradual initiation intoreligion and
culture. It is because of this aspect that family carebecomes a full-time job. No other
institution or even someinstitutions can take care of this function.To be conscious of
the duty to the ties of the womb as an all- embracmgdemand includes obligations
towards the wife, the children, and other relations®®
Al wd‘ﬁ@lduuf‘u;)

As mercy from your Lord. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Knowing. Al Quran, 44:6
This objective is outlined in the form of prayer in many places:
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And those who say, "Our Lord, grant us from among our wives and offspring

comfort to our eyes and make us an example for the righteous.” Al Quran,25:74
The family's role as a basic organ of socialization is referred toby the Prophet in some
Abhadith (traditional sayings) wherehe has said that every child is born like Islam and
it ishis parents who transform him into a Christian, Jew or Magian®
The Prophet has said:

"And whosoever has cared for his three daughters or three sisters and given them

a good education and training, treating them with kindness till God makes them

stand on their own feet. by God's grace, he has earned for himself a place in

Paradise".(Mishkat, Book XIII. p. 71 6).
Although one's first responsibility is to one's children andyounger brothers and sisters,
this institution of family care covers many relations, near and distant. According to the
circumstances. Care of one's parents and the weaker or poorer members of the family
has been enjoined again and again by the Qur'an and the Sunnah.*°

v. Social and Economic, Security: The institution of the family is an important part of
the Islamicsystem of socio-economic security. The rights do not relate merelyto moral,
cultural, and ideological aspects; they include theeconomic and social rights of the
family members. The Prophethas said: *When God endows you with prosperity, spend
first onyourself and your family". Maintenance of the family is the legalduty of the
husband, even if the wife is rich. Spending on the"relations of the womb" has been
specifically enjoined. Poorrelatives have a prior claim upon one's zakat and other
socialcontributions. The law of inheritance also reveals the nature ofeconomic
obligations within the family structure. This responsibilityextends to many relations.
One's parents and grandparentsand paternal and maternal relations have a claim
uponone's wealth and resources. Someone once said to the Prophet, “lhave aproperty
and my father needs it". The Prophet (peacebe upon him) replied, "You and your
property belong to yourfather. Your children are among the finest things you acquire,
Eatof what your children acquire™
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Ahadith are emphasizing the rights of aunts, uncles, andother relatives. Orphans in the
family are to be absorbed andtreated like one's own children. Older members are to be
lookedafter and treated with honour, kindness, and respect, and in thesame way, these
responsibilities extend to one's grand-childrenand great-grandchildren. Even the needy
relatives of any of thespouses have claims upon the well-to-do members, one of
thefunctions of marriage and the family is to extend the ties withrelatives and to weld
them all into a system of socio-economiccohesion and mutual support. This is not
merely a system ofeconomic security, although economic inter-dependence
andsupport are its important elements. Islam established a system ofpsycho-social
security. The members of the family remain integrated within it; theaged do not go to
old people's homes. Orphans are not throwninto orphanages. The poor and
unemployed are not made to surviveon public assistance. Instead, all of these
problems are, in thefirst instance, solved within the framework of the family in a
waythat is more humane and is in keeping with the honour and needsof everyone. It is
n?}z economic deprivation alone that is catered for emotional needs also taken care
of ™.
The social role of the family becomes very clear in the contextof the Qur’anic
injunction about polygamy. Limited polygamy ispermitted in Islam, as Islam is a
practical religion and is meant forthe guidance of human beings made of flesh and
blood. Theremay be situations wherein forced monogamy may lead to moralor social
incongruities with disastrous consequences. The sexualurge is not uniform in all
human beings, nor is their capacity tocontrol themselves. For several reasons, a man
may be exposedto a situation where the choice before him could bebetween a second
marriage or a drift towards sin. In suchsituations, polygamy is permitted. Similarly,
there may be more pronounced family or socialsituations. To take only one social
instance, there are periods, particularlyafter wars, when the number of women in a
society exceedsthat of men. In such a situation, either some women mustremain
perpetual spinsters and/or live in sin or they may be absorbed into the family system
through polygamy. Islam prefersits absorption into the family. This points to the social
functionof marriage as a corrective of certain social imbalances.Similarly, there may
be orphans in the family or society and thefamily alone can provide them with the
love, care, and dignity theyneed. The verse in the Qur'an which permits polygamy was
revealed after the war of Uhud wherein about tenpercent of the Muslim army was
killed, creating a problem ofwidows and orphans in the society. Although the
permission ingeneral, the historical context provides important clues to thefunction of
the institution™. The Quran says:
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And if you fear that you will not deal justly with the orphan girls, then

marry those that please you of [other] women, two or three or four. But if

you fear that you will not be just, then [marry only] one or those your

right hand possesses. That is more suitable that you may not incline [to

injustice].Al Quran, 4:3
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Marriage has also been encouraged to extend protections forthe weak within the
family. The Prophet commanded thebehaviour of a bright young man who married an
older widowbecause he had younger sisters, and, as their mother had died, hewanted
to marry a woman who could take care of them and bring them up properly. The
family, in the Islamic scheme of life, provides for economicsecurity as it provides for
moral, social, and emotional security andalso leads to integration and cohesion among
the relations. Thus, it establishes a very wide and much more humane system of socio-
economic security®.

vi. Widening the Family Horizons and Producing SocialCohesion in Society:
Marriage is also a means of widening the area of one's relatiolls and developing
affinities between different groups of thevarious societies-between families, tribes,
and nationalities.Marriage acts as a bridge between different families, tribes all
communities and has been instrumental in the absorption ofdiverse people into a wider
affinity. In practice, marriage playedthis role in the early Islamic period as well as
throughout Islamichistory and in all parts of the world®.

vii. TheMotivation for Effort and Sacrifice: It has also been indirectly suggested that
marriage increasesone's sense of responsibility and induces one to make greater
effortstowards earning a living and improving one's economic lot.This aspect is
referred to by the Quran when it enjoins people to Marry; it says:
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And marry the unmarried among you and the righteous among your male slaves

and female slaves. If they should be poor, Allah will enrich them from His

bounty, and Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.Al-Quran, 24:32

These are some of the major functions which are performed by the family in Islamic
society. It provides for the reproduction andcontinuation of the human race. It acts as
the protector of themorals of the individual and society, It creates a congenial
contextfor the spiritual and emotional fulfillment of the spouses, as also ofall other
members of the family, and promotes love, compassion, and tranquility in the
society. It initiates the new generations into the culture. Tradition andfurther evolution
of their civilization. It is the sheet-anchor of asystem of socio-economic security. It
sharpens the motivation ofman and strengthens incentives for effort and social
progress. It is the cradle of civilization and a bridge that enables the newgenerations to
move into society. It is the link that joins thepast with the present and with the future
in such a way that socialtransition and change take place through a healthy and
stableprocess. Thus it is, on the one hand. The means adopted forregulating relations
between the sexes and providing themechanism by which the relation of a child to the
community isdetermined and on the other. It is the basic unit of society integratingits
members within and enabling them to play theirideological and cultural role in the
world (both now and in thefuture). This is the all-embracing significance of the
institution of the family. If this institution is weakened or destroyed. The futureof the
entire culture and civilization will be threatened.The key role in the proper
development of the family is playedby the woman. In an Islamic society. She is freed
from the rigorsof running about in search of a living and attending to the demands of
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employment and work. Instead she more or less exclusively devotes herself to the
family. Not merely to herchildren, but to all the dependent relations in the family. She
is responsible for running it in the best possible manner. She looks afterits physical,
emotional, educational, administrative, and other needs. It is a world in itself and
involves a network of activities. Intellectual. Physical and organizational. She runs
and rules thisworld with responsibility and authority*.

6.2. Western society

The rise of technology and increase in worldwide wealth, or at least the
appearance of an increase in worldwide wealth, has brought radical changes
to numerous facets of life, not least of which is how we receive medical care.
Peoples in the West faced enormous change over the last century with an
almost doubling in life expectancy, the effective prevention and treatment of
many diseases, and unprecedented access to food, shelter, and clothing. Often
these latter three are found beyond just necessity: food that is on-demand and
consisting of representative culinary tastes from around the world, shelter in
homes with comforts our forefathers would scarce imagine, and clothing that
is shipped around the world with the click of a button and too often discarded
with equal ease. Historically, the man struggled, toiled, and had the shadow of
death ever before him, Today in the US, for the first time in human history
obesity is a sign of poverty, cell phone service, cable TV, and a computer
with the obligate Wi-Fi access are heralded as rights in some intellectual and
political circles. And death is institutionalized, medicinalized, and hidden.
Expansion and advancement of technology, industry, and wealth have
brought luxury. This luxury is now becoming an expectation or even a right.
With this change, the West has realized a shift from the old humanist trinity
of liberty, equality, and fraternity to pleasure, health, and security with
pleasure being the chief pursuit. The pursuit of pleasure is evident in many
facets of life but perhaps most vividly in the radical shift in sexual ethics.
Consideration of sexual ethics is appropriate in setting the stage for
consideration of family-oriented decision making not only in that it further
elaborates the goals of pleasure as opposed to the more traditional pursuits,
but it also emphasizes a shift that directly threatens the family. It is by sex
that families are formed and all too often it is by aberrant sex that families are
destroyed. Regarding sexual ethics, western culture has moved from
venerating the virtuous virgin to validating the vanguard of vulgarity. In only
a few short decades, we have witnessed the move from sex within lasting
marriage with positive shackles of wedlock, to sex with the gender, object, or
visual stimulation of choice*”

Marx and other communists advocated the abolition of the family by pointing
out and exaggerating the existence of phenomena such as adultery,
prostitution, and illegitimate children, despite the fact**
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The lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) movement has been
closely associated with communism ever since the first utopians began
touting the practice of homosexuality as a human right. Since the communist
movement claims to emancipate people from the bondage of traditional
morality, its ideology naturally calls for supposed LGBT rights as a part of its
program of “sexual liberation.” Many proponents of sexual liberation who
staunchly support homosexuality are communists or share their views. Many
studies confirm that homosexuals have significantly higher rates of
contracting AIDS, committing suicide, and abusing drugs than the general
population®”

The type of feminist drive most young and unmarried women have today is
far from what gender equality stands for. Gender equality, in a nutshell,
means equal opportunities for both genders. If a male child is being educated
in the family, the female child should be educated as well; if a man can be
president of the country, nothing should stop a woman from being president
too. However, gender equality does not entail equality withthe male at home,
it’s actually about feminism. The fact that women are breadwinners in some
families does not imply that providing for the family is not a man’s role. Even
when a man decides to cook and wash clothes due to some reason this does
not make home-keeping his duty. A woman is bound to show appreciation, so
is a man whose wife is paying the bills. There would be no need for feminism
if the world was still in the subsistent economic age. Harsh economic reality
made women start seeking alternative ways to help families. These women’s
intentions are noble. Nevertheless, marriages are failing; divorce is becoming
a way to seek freedom outside marriage bounds. Feminism should ideally end
in the office: the practice of bringing in bossy attitude to home by some
women often results in separation or divorce™.

The first form of fragility concerns marriage because its very basis is being
questioned. The number of young people who live together before getting
married is continually growing. In particular, the duration of cohabitation is
longer and lasts for several years. This is accepted and no longer considered
(or is) a moral problem. As a result, the number of children born outside of
marriage is rising constantly>".

The use of contraception, which is fostered by active propaganda among
young people through so-called "sex education™ courses, has negative effects
that are well known today. The information provided in these courses is often
limited to instruction on how to use contraceptives. Sex education centres on
an individual's sexual impulses and the "risk-free" means to satisfy them is
poor preparation for the mature, responsible love of adult sexuality that has
the nature of a gift and finds its proper place in the family. Sometimes this
kind of education tends to distance children from their parents in the name of
the young people's "sexual rights"*>
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VII. By the time the children grow up, they are affected by the new lifestyle in this
modern society, and are influenced in the name of “equality, freedom, and
independence.”" They do not think of the family as an important part of their
life anymore. Their parents are just their friends and, as friends, have no more
authority over them. If children make mistakes, parents cannot punish them.
Moreover, by law, parents cannot strike or hit them®?.

7. Concluding Remarks

In light of the present study, it can be concluded that the concept of man and the
family which Islam gives conflicts with the concept of man and the family that is
prevalent in the West today. It does not want to be apologetic at all. It refuses to accept
the allegedly value-neutral approach that willy-nilly fashions the lifeand perspective of
the man in the secular culture of the West today. Think the disintegration of the family
in the West is, in part, aresult of confusion about the place and the role of the family
insociety and about the purpose of life itself. If the objectives andvalues of life are not
set right, further disintegration of this and other institutions cannot be prevented. The
tragedy of these times isthat changes are being imposed upon man under the stress of
technological and other external developments and the entireprocess of change is
becoming somewhat non-discretionary and involuntary. In an age in which freedom is
worshipped like a God, man is being deprived of the most important freedom — the
freedom to choose his ideas, values, institutions, and patterns of life. One of the
greatest tasks that lie ahead is restoration and rehabilitation of this freedom of choice
and its judicious and informeduse to set the house of humanity in order. Non-human
and moral forces, be they of history or technology, must not be allowed to decide for
man. A Man should decide for himself as vicegerent of Allah on the earth. Otherwise,
whatever be our achievements in the fields of science and technology, it shall drift
towards a new form of slavery and man's forced abdicationof his real role in the
world. This must all resist, at least all those people who believe in God and in the
existence of a moralorder in the Universe.**
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Mughal Royal Ladies in Feasts, Fairs and Festivals
Dr. Tuhina Islam”

Abstract: The arrival of Mughals in India from a rich cultural background (Central
Asia) had dawned a new era over the social and cultural horizon of India. As the
Mughals were fond of cultures, they took keen interest in the celebration of courtly
feasts, fairs and festivals. In these occasions, the ladies of royaltyalso took an active
part, as the emperors gave them enough liberty in spite of the Purdah or seclusion to
patronise these activities. The Emperors too made many arrangementsto provide
entertainment to theirladies. Thus, they found many ways to keep themselves amused
and to fill the loneliness of their lives passed in harem (seraglio of royal Princess).So,
in this paper an attempt has been made to present the relevance of feasts, fairsand
festivals in the lives of royal ladies and the role played by them in the arrangement of
various occasions held at Mughal court during the first half of the sixteenth century.

During the first half of the sixteenth century, thecelebrations of feasts and festivities in
the Mughal imperial’s householdwas one of the sources of enjoyment and
merrymaking to the emperors as well as their womenfolk.Feasts were an important
part of all Mughal ceremonies, festivals and other occasions. Often, the royal ladies
passed the monotony of their lives by welcoming the guests.The wives of the nobles
visited the ladies of emperor’s household and they refreshed their guests with sweet
drinks (sherbet) and betel leave (pan) which were favourite items of reception to the
guests of the royal ladies.

About the organization of feasts, various references are available in the contemporary
records which indicate that some of the secluded royal ladies of emperor’s household
really took great pleasure in arranging the feasts. In the Mughal annals, we come
across many marriage ceremonies of the emperors which were celebrated with great
pomp and show. Feasts were also arranged on that occasion. The marriages of the
Emperor and other members of the royal families used to be celebrated at Mughal
court in extreme grandeur and the royal ladies were always interested to participate in
it. Usually, the royal marriages werearranged by the Emperor, even in the case of
lovematches but the entire responsibility of arranging the feasts and festivities were
given to the chief ladies of harem.

In the account of Gulbadan Begum’s ‘Humayun-Namah’, we find a detailed
description of grand mystic feast in which the aunt of Emperor Humayun namely
Khanzada Begum played a significant role. All the ladies took lively interest in the
feast of khanah-i-talism and the ceremonies connected with Hindal’smarriage. Thus,
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the mystic feast was held in 1532-33 A.D. She organised it in octagonal room by
setting Persian carpets and were also placed jewelled throne and golden embroidered
Diwan. After this, Hindal’s marriage feast was celebrated which held in magnificent
fashion with gold and pearls used for vessels®. So, the whole feast was arranged
lavishly.

The wife of Emperor Babur named Dildar Begum also arranged a grand feast in
1541A.D in the honor of Humayun when he was at Pat and in the royal party all the
ladies of royalty were present. After this, she organised the marriage of Humayun with
Hamida Bano Begum and gave a nuptial banquet”.

During the reign of Emperor Akbar, his wet-nurse Maham Anaga arranged a large
feast and delightful banquet in 1561A.D on the occasion of the marriage of her elder
son Bagi Muhammad Khan®. In the same year, she also organised another great
entertainment in which the ladies of royalty were participated®.

Noor Jahan Begum, the beloved wife of Emperor Jahangir also showed her special

interest in arranging the marriage of Prince Khurram's (Shahj7ahan) with her niece
Arjumand Banu Bcgam (Mumtaz Mahal) with extreme grandeur’.

Another magnificent marriage celebration at Mughal court was Shahjahan's eldest son
Dara Shukoh’s marriage with Nadira Begam, the daughter of Prince Parvez, another
son of Jehangir®.The eminent royal lady Princess Jahanara Begum supervised the
marriage arrangement of her brother and took all the responsibilities for the successful
organization of the feasts and festivities for it. On this occasion the whole of Agra was
illumined with lights and fireworks. An exhibition of the wedding gifts was also
arranged in the hall of Diwan-i-Aam (public audience) at the Agra Fort on 25 January,
1633 A.D. by Jahanara Begam and Sati-un-Nisa Khanum®.The hundred robes of
honour, other costly clothes and jewellery were given to the princes and princesses of
the royal family and the wives and daughters of nobles also™.

AgainJahanara Begum also played an important role in arranging the marriage of her
second brother Prince Shuja with the daughter of Mirza Rustam Safawi.

The other grand marriages which were organised at Mughal court were marriage of
Emperor Aurangzeb with Dilras Banu Begam and the marriage of Jani Begam,
daughter of Dara Shikoh with Sultan Azam, son of Aurangzeb.Zinat-un-Nisa Begum,
one of the daughter of Aurangzeb supervised the marriage celebrations of her brother
Muizzuddin to Sayyid-un-Nisa Begum in 1648 A.D"?.Another daughter of Aurangzeb,
Zubdat-un-Nisa Begam, also arranged a marriage feast of SipihrShukoh, the elder son
of Dara Shukoh®®. Moreover, these occasions became the source of enjoyment and
merrrymaking to the royal ladies.

However, some of the marriages were often celebrated in the dwelling of the elderly
ladies such as the marriage of Emperor Jahangir, Murad (his brother) and Shakr-un-
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Nisa (his sister) which were solemnised in the palace of Maryam Makani, Hamida
Bano Begum, mother of EmperorAkbar.Similarly, the marriage of Jahangir, Prince
Pervez and Ladli Begum were performed in the house of Maryam Zamani, mother of
Emperor Jahangir*.

Apart from these marriage feasts, the royal ladies also arranged other grand feast at
certain other times.Theocassions such as the coronation ceremony, birthday or the
circumcision of a prince were never allowed to pass unnoticed™. The coronation
ceremony was one of the grand festive ocassion at Mughal court.According to this,
when a new king came to the throne, festivities usually continued for about a
week.The whole palace was beautifully decorated and fireworks were displayed at
night. Jagirs were given to the nobles and alms to the needy also.The chief ladies of
royalty also received lots of money and valuables in this ocassion®®.

The favourite wife of Emperor Babur named Maham Begum gave a splendid feast at
the accession of her son Humayun in 1530 A.D. She herself supervised all the
arrangements of the feast and instructed the soldiers to decorate their palaces and
quarters attractively. On this ocassion, the royal palace was decorated with golden
embroidered pillow, cushions and hangings. Maham Begum herself prepared a tent
(Kanat) and a Sar | Kanat (type of enclosure) with many jewelled and gold vessels,
rose water sprinkle and candlesticks ‘with all her stores of plenishing she made an

excellent and splendid feast’*’.

During the coronation of Emperor Shahjahan on 1628 A.D, he bestowed a pesh-kash
(present) of two hundred thousand ashrafis, six hundred thousand of rupees and ten
lakhs of rupees as annual allowance to his wife Mumtaz Mahal. He also presented one
lakh ashrafis, four lakhs of rulpees and an annual allowance of six lakhs of rupees to
his daughter Jahanara Begum®®.0n the coronation of EmperorAurangazeb, hehimself
presented a gift of five lakhs of rupees to his sister Roshanara Begum respectively™.

Another extremely joyous occasion at Mughal Court was the birthday and weighting
ceremonies of emperors which were solemnised with great pomp and fanfare.On this
day, the king was weighted against some precious metals and commodities twice in
imitation of the Hindu fashion but the princes and princesses were weighted once
every solar year®>.Many festivities associated with Salgirah or the birth of a child
(birth anniversary) were very frequent.When a prince was born, the whole court
rejoiced, but when a princess was born, only the women of king’s household
rejoiced®’. These festivities were associated with lavish feasts and other entertainments
like singing, dancing, fireworks and gambling etc.The charities were also given and
the chief ladies of royalty, wives of the nobles exchanged lots of gifts amongst
themselves?. These festivities had special significance for the royal ladies because
these were held in the palace of queen mother®.
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About the circumcision feast, the royal princess Gulbadan Begam, daughter of
Emperor Babur hasdescribes the feast of Akbar, held at Kabul when Akbar was five
years old. All the bazaars were well decorated and the ladies celebrated it in Bega
Begam's garden®. Another princess Noor Jahan Begum also gave many feasts. She
was one of the most talented lady of Mughal harem whose ability to arrange feast is
quite clear from the memoirs of Jahangir™.Sometimes grand feasts were arranged for
rejoicings like in 1617 she had celebrated the victory of Shahzada Khurram (Shah
Jahan) in Mewar. In 1621 A.D, after the completion of Noor Sarai, she prepared
another grand feast and presented many rarities on that ocassion to EmperorJahangir®.
Afterthat she arranged a royal party in the honour of Emperor Jahangir, when he along
with other ladies visited her Noor Afsah garden®.In the same year, she arranged
another feast when Emperor Jahangir was recovered from his illness. At the end of the
feast, she presented offering among the peoples®.

There are few references which show that feasts were arranged for very strange
happenings like Roshanara Begum, one of the daughters of Auganzeb gave a feast in
1658 A.D on the death of her elder brother Dara Shukoh®. However, sometimes the
wives of the nobles also prepared the banquets, e.g, the wife of Jafar Khan (grand
wazir of Emperor Aurangzeb) ordered an entertainment feast for Aurangzeb in 1665
A.D¥. However, after Noor Jahan Begum the interest of royal ladies in arranging
feasts and entertainments was started to decline.

Another social activity of the court ladies was their participation in fairs held during
the feasts of Naurozor Nauroz-i-Jalali(New year Day) celebration. Thiswas one of the
greatest spring festivals borrowed from Persian and it held on the 1% of the Persian
month of Farwardini.e, 20" to 21% March, celebrated for eighteenth or nineteenth
days®.This was introduced by Emperor Akbar and continued till it was abolished by
Emperor Aurangzeb on grounds of his religious orthodoxy®’. The foreign travellers
like De Laet, Mandelslo, William Hawkins,Sir Thomas Roe, Monserrate, Manrique,
Thevenot, Bernier and Manucci, the contemporary Persian chroniclers and even
Emperor Jehangir in his memoirs have given a detailed and picturesque description of
this Naurozcelebrations.

The festival of Nauroz which was celebrated with great pomp and splendour by the
Emperors was also witnessed by the queens and princesses. Some separate enclosures
were prepared for the ladies of the harem from which they could see everything®.The
chief ladies of the realm visited the palace of the Emperor and congratulated the
queens and princesses.They were welcomed in the palace and given robes of honour,
jewels.The ladies stayed there till the feasts (usually lasted from six to nine days) was
ended %ild departed with presents known as ‘khichri’ (mixtures of gold and precious
stones)™".

During the Naurozcelebrations, another Persian festival Khushroz (the day of joy and
gaiety) was celebrated by the Emperors with great gaiety at the court. It was
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introduced in an elaborate form by Emperor Akbar®. On that ocassion, the Emperor
arranged a special kind of fair-cum-bazaar (Mina-Bazaar) exclusively made for the
royal ladies. This was held every month for three days from the door of Jodh Bai’s
palace to the courtyard and garden of Mariyam’s Mahal in Fatehpur Sikri and in the
Agra Fort in the courtyard adjacent to the Mina Masjid®. As it was meant for
women’s affairs thus not opens to the general public®’. The royal ladies and other
harem women set their beautiful stalls and the wives and daughters of the nobles acted
as traders there to sell a variety of commodities such as handicrafts, jewellery, cloth,
brocades, fruits, flowers etc. Rajput ladies were also attended the show. Only the
Emperor, royal princes and privileged nobles could enter the bazaar as buyers®.

Besides these, the Mughal Emperors also used to celebrate some religious festivals of
the Hindus like Rakhi, Dassera, Diwali, Vasant Panchami, Holi, Rama-Navami etc in
their palace with equal enthusiasm like the Muslims festivals®. In these ocassions, the
royal ladies of the harem also used to tookpart with gaiety and enthusiasm.

To conclude, it can be said that although theroyal ladies led very lonely lives in their
hareminspite of several relatives and attendants around them, but the Emperors
providedthem enough ways and opportunitiesfor their entertainments inimperial
household. Thesocial ocassions such as feasts, fairs and festivals were played very
significant role in the lives of royal ladies. These were the ways through which they
used to fill the emptiness of their lives. These festivities were not only served as the
mode of their entertainments but they also assimilated with other cultures through
these ocassionsas the Mughals used to celebrate the Persians as well as the Hindu
festivals with same manner.
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Abstract: Sebiliirresad is a popular journal of 1950s among Islamist groups. Besides
that, it is a journal where authors can find the Islamist perspectives on the reforms
implemented with the early republican period of Turkey by CHP governments.
Therefore, this paper discusses Sebiliirresad Journal’s approach to laicism and
nationalist reforms after 1950 elections over 3 selected issues. As a result of this
discussion, it is argued that laicism reforms have faced strict oppositions with
different approaches in Sebillirresad whereas nationalism is used by the authors of
Sebiliirresad as a tool to justify the importance of the relation between Islam and the
Turkish identity.

Introduction

After the beginning of multiple party period with 1950 elections in Turkey, Islamic
groups could speak louder via political organizations and some institutions like
printing houses. Sebiliirresad Journal was one of those Islamist publications from
1948 until 1966. Therefore, in this study, we questioned how two elements of the
Turkish modernization period which are laicism and nationalism exist in 3 selected
issues of Sebiliirresad Journal which represents some of the Islamist perspectives at
that time. Since these 2 elements are widely used themes in 78", 84™ and 85™ issues of
the journal just after 1950 elections, this study focused on laicism and nationalism
perspectives of those issues. This article also analyzed laicism theme with direct
references to relevant texts of issues written about laicism whereas we presented
nationalism perspective from the nationalist approaches of some authors’ texts written
about irrelevant issues. As a result of this analysis, it is claimed that there were
concerns by Islamist authors of Sebiliirresad about either ideology of laicism or the
implementation of it in Turkey by CHP government. On the other hand, nationalism is
a concept that was used in a relation with Islamist arguments on a conservative line
against radical CHP reforms like laicism and the Latin alphabet.

Analysis and Discussion

Now, before we go into the analysis and its results, we will firstly define the case we
studied in this study while explaining the significance of the material that we focused
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on. Then, we will present some information from the literature that is relevant to the
research topic of this paper. Thirdly, we will share which methods we used while
analyzing the research material. Finally, we will state the analysis and its results with
a short-concluded discussion.

Description of the Case Study

In beginning, it is better to know about the Sebiliirresad Journal itself. If we look at
the history of Sebiliirresad, there were 3 different periods when the Journal was
established. The 1st period of the Journal was founded with a different name which
was Sirat-1 Miistakim in 1908 and it lasted until 1912. In this 1% period, there were
famous authors like Mehmet Akif Ersoy within the members of the Journal. However,
when the starting authors were changed, the name of the journal was changed to
Sebiliirresad in 1912. The second period was ended during the early republic in 1925
with the decision of independence tribunals. 22 years later, in 1948, the journal was
reestablished under the leadership of EsrefEdip and his colleagues and it was closed in
1965 as the Journal had lost its popularity with time®. Therefore, in this paper, we
focused on the 3" publication period of the journal since it lasted in the republic
period of Turkey.

Rationale and Significance

Our main interest is analyzing materials having the Islamic perspective about laicism
and nationalism themes. Therefore, Sebiliirresad Journal was fitting to our interests
with the Islamist line of authors like EsrefEdip, Mehmet RaifOgan, Ali Fuat Basgil
and Cevat Rifat Atilhan. In addition, 78" 84" 85" issues of the journal were
important since they were published after 1950 elections when the multiple-party
period has started in the history of Turkish Republic. This would provide us an
opportunity to analyze laicism and nationalism themes in the issues of the journal
which was published during CHP., is the founder of the state and the regulator of
reforms like laicism and nationalism which was not been the ruler party. Also, such
themes were widely used in those issues than other issues in 1950.

Literature Review

Since, in 3 selected issues of Sebiliirresad Journal, we analyzed the Islamist
perspective about the laicism and nationalism themes; here, we will present some
relevant literature information about why such themes were central concepts among
Islamic circles at the time and what the importance of Sebiliirresad among other
Islamic Journals was in terms those concepts. Here, laicism means an ideologg that the
state does not support any religion or religious group |n public sphere“whereas
nationalism refers to the idea of a national identity-based state® like Greece or Turkey.

Firstly, to understand why laicism theme was an important concept of Sebiliirresad in
1950, we will present some studies showing why laicism was increasingly debated
topic among Islamist circles after mid-1940s. At this point, several studies put that the
rapid implementation of laicity during the early republican era resulted in the control
or abuse of religion by the state and this got the negative reaction of Islamist groups in
time.*>®" However, such reactions could become visible after mid-1940s. Some
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reasons for this was showed as the softening policies of CHP on restrictions about
movements targeting reforms like laicism and nationalism and afterwards the
beginning of multiple party period in 1950, which gave larger space for Islamist
approaches.®?

Hence, Islamist arguments on laicism had started to be talked louder in public area
after mid-1940s and especially with the 1950 elections. Here, the laicism reform of
CHP rule faced with the increasing critical approach of Islamists, especially, in several
periodicals like BiiylikDogu which associated with NecipFazilKisakiirek who was one
of the young and most famous Islamist authors of Turkish Republic and Sebiliirresad
that was republished by EsrefEdip and his colleagues who were the veteran defenders
of Islamist approach since the second Constitutional period of Ottoman Empire.'%*!
That is, Sebiliirresad Journal was mentioned as one of the most prominent materials
after mid-1940s presenting the Islamist approach on laicism concept by the relevant
literature. Namely, laicism concept was a good option to analyze it in 3 the selected
issues of Sebiliirresad in 1950. The 1950 is a year when an Islamist approach about
laicism was more visible on the public and Sebiliirresad was one of the most important
representers of Islamist view at the time.

Secondly, to understand why nationalism theme was an important concept of
Sebiliirresad in 1950, we will state some literature background about nationalism
approach among Islamist groups and the role of Sebillirresad. As opposed to laicism
concept, nationalism was a supported and adopted approach in several Islamist groups.
Here, one study explains this adaptation as a result of that nationalism ideology was
used by Kemalists as a tool to replace orthodox Islam meaning official state Islam in
Ottoman Empire while keeping the heterodox Islam meaning the religious tendencies
within the society'?. That is, the idea of creating a secular nation within an Islamic
society led to a mixed situation where nationalism was adopted among Islamist groups
but laicism was criticized by them®®. This tendency also became visible through
Islamist journals like BiiylikDogu and Sebiliirresad despite little differences on
approaches.***° Again, as opposed to critical laicism views of Sebiliirresad,
nationalism was not a widely spoken topic after mid-1940s. Instead, nationalist
attitudes were observable from the beginning of its 1% publication but after Islamist
concepts.’®*” Namely, these studies show that nationalism theme is also a considerable
concept to analyze Sebiliirresad Journal since nationalistic view was used widely from
Islamist circles and Sebiliirresad was a significant representer of Islamist nationalist
approaches at the time.

Ultimately, the relevant literature shows that Sebiliirresad was a good reflector of
Islamic attitude on laicism and nationalism concepts in 1950. This is because, with the
multiple party periods of 1950 elections, the laicism critics of Islamist circles have
increased and Sebiliirresad Journal considerably represented such approaches with an
Islamist nationalist point of view at the time.
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Methodology

In this study, shortly, we focused on the Islamic perspective of Sebiliirresad Journal in
1950 in terms of two elements of Turkish modernization that are racism and
nationalism. In other words, among Islamist circles, we preferred to analyze 1950s’
Islamist Journals and we picked 3 issues of Sebiliirresad of 1950 as a sample to
analyze laicism and nationalism patterns. At this point we did a conceptual analysis
under laicism and nationalism subheadings for each issue. That is, we read texts
within each issue and identified some texts having laicism and nationalism concepts.
At the beginning, we analyzed the 78" issue of the journal that was published on May
1950 when multiple-party period had just started and to see the attitude of Islamist
Sebiliirresad authors about radical reforms of CHP like laicity or nationalism and the
rulership period of CHP (Republican People's Party) that is the founder party of
Turkey and ruled the country until 14 May 1950 elections as a single-party regime.
After all, we examined the 84" and 85" issues that were published on July and August
1950 respectively to see how laicity and nationalism patterns in 3 Sebiliirresad issues
was shaped under the early period of new DP (Democrat Party) regime which was the
winner party of 1950 elections and was arguably closer to Islamist groups than CHP at
that time. Here, we focused on texts of issues that directly refer to laicity or
nationalism related topics to analyze the perspective of authors about such radical
modernization reforms of CHP period. Namely, we could analyze how the Islamic
perspective of Sebiliirresad authors was positioned in terms of laicity and nationalism
concepts in those 3 issues.

Critical analysis

In this part, we will share our findings by analyzing 78th, 84th and 85th, issues of
Sebiliirresad Journal to see how the Islamic perspective was reflected in terms of
laicism and nationalism concepts in texts. Therefore, we will present the examples
from each issue under laicism and nationalism subheadings for a better understanding
of the data. In this context, content analysis method was preferred.

Laicism

Firstly, it seems that laicism is a clear topic of criticism in all issues. This is because
there are texts directly referring to laicism reform of the CHP period in a negative
way. For example, in two texts written by the same author in the 78" and 85" issues,
the relation between laicism and religion is discussed by arguing that laicism reforms
of CHP were aimed to destroy the sacred beliefs of the Muslims in Turkey. Also, the
author claims that such aims to destroy Islam had been supported by satanic ideas of
West, especially French secularism, and Marxists that are both representors of
faithless ideologies.®'® Here, there is a clear statement against laicism reform.
Laicism was understood as a direct enemy of the religion by the author. Therefore, a
highly protective attitude for Islam is observable in texts. In addition, the author went
beyond laicism itself and marked it as a demolition tool of both Western and Marxist
ideologies. Hence, this attitude can be defined as a very conservative one against
external ideologies about religion. That is, we think, this highly conservative approach
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about religion can be analyzed under a general conservativism against different
ideologies of the time or it can be accepted as a harsh attitude against laicism reforms
of CHP.

Apart from the harsh approach put above, authors criticized laicism reform of CHP
period with another perspective. According to them, laicism was regulated in a wrong
way with CHP. As a result, laicism had lost its real meaning and turned to be a tool
spreading the hostility of religion under the CHP-led reforms.”>* For example, the
chief appointment of the Turkish Directorate of Religious Affairs was criticized in
such texts. This is because if laicism means the separation of the state and the religion,
the CHP government should not make an appointment for religious institutions
according to the authors. Here, as opposed to the harsh approach against laicism itself,
it seems that some Islamist writers of Sebiliirresad had no or less problem with laicism
idea itself but had an objection against its political implementation within the Turkish
state.

Namely, under the lights of our findings to understand how the laicism reform of
Kemalist elites was reflected in the 78th, 84th and 85th issues of Sebiliirresad Journal
in 1950 with new multiple-party period, it can be said that, laicism was criticized from
two different perspectives. Firstly, it was marked as an element of previous CHP
government as well as Western and Marxists ideologies which was aiming to destroy
sacred life of Muslims. Secondly, laicism was abused in the hands of CHP
government to target Islam as an enemy. This analysis also shows that laicism was
ideologically a threat for some conservative Islamist authors whereas some did not
have problems with laicism ideology itself.

Nationalism

Secondly, nationalism concept exists in 3 selected issues in a different way compared
to laicism. This is because there is no text directly written about Turkish nationalism.
However, some texts include terms like Turk which highlight the Turkish identity as a
nationalism tig). In all issues, it is possible to coincide with a lot of words related to the
term Turk.?****?*Here the most important point is what the term related with Turkish
nationalism was used for by authors. In this context, it has been determined that
authors often associated the nationalist approach with Islamic concepts. For example,
an author defined Turkish society as J)eople who were highly loyal to their Islamic ties
as opposed to laicism ideologies.”® Another one was complaint about that CHP
reforms would cut down the sacred ties between Islam and Noble Turks and would
make them turn to pagan beliefs.”’That is, the Turkish identity was reflected with the
Islamic identity together in Sebiliirresad issues. This situation can also show that
authors used both nationalism and Islamism concepts to make counter arguments for
the reformist attitude of Kemalists and CHP government.

In other words, authors present their conservative tendencies over nationalism and
Islam against the radical reform decisions of CHP government. As another example of
this argument, one author complained about the alphabet reform to claim that there
was no relation between Latin alphabet and the Turkish history.”® Again, in all
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selected issues, the Turkish nationalism approach was associated with conservative
Islamist approaches to complain about radical CHP reforms. Besides all these,
although there were no direct references to Turkish nationalism in selected issues; it is
possible to face with nationalist expression in most of the texts. However, this
nationalism was used in a relation with Islamist argument on a conservative line.

Discussion and Conclusion

In conclusion, in this paper, we questioned how laicism and nationalism concepts of
the Turkish modernization period exist in Islamist Sebiliirresad Journal just after 1950
elections. First of all, we presented Sebillrresad and its 3 selected issues as the
research material, then rationalized the significance of the material and shared some
relevant literature information about Sebiliirresad and its relation with laicism or
nationalism. In addition, we put which methods we used to analyze the material.
Subsequently, we stated the critical analysis of 3 issues under laicism and nationalism
subheadings. Finally, we made a short discussion about the results of critical analysis.

As a result of all above analyzes, it is claimed that Islamist authors of Sebiliirresad had
some concerns about either ideology of laicism or the implementation of it in Turkey
by CHP government. Therefore, they opposed in a harsh way to laicism reforms and
represented a conservative attitude against the reform. On the other hand, in all issues,
authors used nationalism concept in a relation with Islamist arguments against radical
CHP reforms like laicism and the Latin alphabet. Here, again, conservative approach
of authors was considerable against reforms coming with the republic in journal. It
should not be forgotten that the development of these critical writings has been made
possible by the multiparty life in the modern republic of Turkey. Thus, in Turkey, the
Islamist intellectual approaches, thoughts about the Kemalist revolution began to
become evident through Sebillirresad. Thus, in Turkey, the Islamist intellectual
approaches and thoughts about the Kemalist revolution began to become evident
through Sebiliirresad.
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British Colonial Rule in Burma: An Analysis of Burmese
Reaction

Dr. Md Shayeed Hossain®

Abstract: The historical legacy of colonialism in Burma® has come to play a
significant role in Burma's rise of nationalism and independence movements. With
the development of European colonialism in post-medieval times, European powers
started colonising worldwide by discovering, developing, exploiting, and expanding
their territories. British colonials in Burma chose to rule and influence Burmese
economic and political life. Subsequently, the Japanese occupation of Burma for
short inspired Burma’s nationalism significantly. It was between 1941 and 1945; in
short order, the British and Japanese were expelled from Burma. Here, an attempt has
been made to analyse and illustrate the nature and magnitudes of British rule in
Burma. This research is qualitative and descriptive. Historical research methods have
been applied here primarily, based on secondary sources.

Introduction

Burma is an independent country belonging to the South-East Asian subcontinent and
experienced both colonial and post-colonial perspectives. Burma got its independence
from the British in 1948. However, most of the countries belonging to South-East Asia
were colonial areas for many European powers. Burma is one of the countries
victimised by European colonisation. Burma has, for many years, been under British
colonial rule. The colonial period in Burma started in 1824 when British colonials set
an aspiration to discover and exploit the country's abundant natural resources.” Not
only was the country agriculturally fit, but it was also abundant in natural resources
like timber, natural gas, gem, jade, and fishery reserves. For this reason, the British
colonialists wanted to control Burma’s economic and political life. Immediately after
the Third Anglo-Burmese War in 1885, the whole country was up against the British.
Subsequently, both the British and the Japanese were forced out from Burma in a
strategic situation created by the Burmese nationalists led by General Aung San
(founder of modern Burma). Unfortunately, a jealous rival group assassinated Aung
San as he discussed a new constitution with his cabinet six months before formal
independence from British colonial rule.® Soon after, Burma got independence from
the British on 4 January 1948.*

Burma Under the British Colonization

The British merchants first entered Burmese water in the 1600s, and they soon began
to exchange weapons in return for trading concessions.” Nevertheless, there were no
opportunities for making any political relationship between the two sides. In the

* Lecturer, International Islamic University Chittagong.
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eighteenth century, the English were busy establishing their empire in the Indian sub-
continent. On the other hand, in the mid-eighteenth century, Alaungpaya (1714-1760)
was a Burmese village headman, founder of the Konbaung dynasty, the last ruling
dynasty Myanmar conquered Pegu defeating the Mons in 1757 and established a
strong monarchy.® When his son Bodawpoya (1760-1819) occupied Arakan in 1784
and Manipur in 1813, Burma came into conflict with the British. About this time, the
Indian subcontinent came under British rule. Therefore, the Burmese occupation of
Assam and Manipur threatened British India’s North-East frontier.

Later on, three wars occurred between the British Army and Burma, known as the
"Anglo-Burmese War." The British East India Company won the first Anglo-Burmese
war, which took place between 1824 and 1826. In this connection, the Yandabo Treaty
was signed in 1826 between the two sides and Assam, Manipur, and Arakan annexed,
the British Empire.” Indeed, Burma never again posed a real threat to the British.
According to Steinberg, “Burma's fate was sealed by the First Anglo-Burmese War,
which took two of Burma's provinces for India and involved the kingdom in conflicts
that would not be resolved short of complete annexation, as was to occur in 1886.7°
When the British occupied Pegu in 1852, the Burmese offered such a stiff resistance
that the British officers could not go from one place to another without an escort
during the first four years of occupation.” Later, the British forces marched on the
Tenaserim Division. The primary purpose was to make Tenaserim an intermediary
zone, paving the way for future negotiations with Burma and Siam (Thailand).'® After
the First Anglo-Burmese War, the British hardly got any scope for exerting political
and economic influence over Burma because the British's total area was just
peripheral. Moreover, the king of Burma and the Burmese people never accepted the
treaty of Yandabo enthusiastically. As a result, from the beginning, the new king of
Burma, Therawaddy (1838-1845), did not treat the British resident with respect and
courtesy.™ However, in 1840, the king of Burma expelled the British resident from
Ava. In 1851, several high-ranking British officials were insulted and humiliated by
the Burmese. In this connection, they (English officers) accused the local rulers for
misconduct and sought Governor-General Lord Dalhousie's intervention. Lord
Dalhousie sent a commission led by Commodore Lambert to Pagan king (1845-1852)
to demand compensation. It also urged the removal of the Governor of Rangoon.
Therefore, the Pagan king removed the Governor of Rangoon to make the situation
favourable to the British.

Nonetheless, the naval commander Lambert was not satisfied with such action.
However, Lambert captured a ship of the Burmese Pagan king. The Burmese opened
fire on his boat, which triggered the Second Anglo — Burmese War in 1852. The
British defeated the Burmese Army. As a result, British forces annexed the southern
province of Pegu.'? From 1852 onwards, the British Government started thinking of
occupying the rest of Burma.'® Besides, the British were inspired by the success in the
previous two Anglo-Burmese Wars. Furthermore, the spread of French imperialism in
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South-East Asia was a particular concern to the British. In this respect, the king of
Burma, Thibaw Min (1878-1885), tried to develop relations with France, and, in 1883,
a Burmese delegation was sent to France. This incident made the English worried
becausle;, by 1884, France established complete authority over the whole of Indo-
China.

However, in January 1885, a trade agreement was signed between France and Burma.
The British were alarmed at the growing French influence in upper Burma. By 1885,
the French firmly established herself in Indo-China. She was desperately trying to get
a permanent foothold in the upper valley of The Irrawaddy.'® In such a situation, the
background of the Third Anglo-Burma War was shaped. The Third Anglo-Burmese
War was for a very short while. Almost without any resistance, the British forces
captured the capital Mandalay. Besides, the king of Burma, Thibaw Min, was forced to
surrender.’® Lord Dufferin, the Governor-General and Viceroy of India, then declared
northern Burma under Indian rule. In this regard, on 1 January 1886, Lord Dufferin
issued the following terse proclamation: By command of the Queen-Empress, it is at
this moment notified that the territories, governed by King Thibaw will no longer be
under his rule but have become part of Her Majesty's dominions, and will during Her
Majesty's pleasure be administered by such officers as the Viceroy and Governor-
General of India may from time to time appoint.*” As a result, the whole of Burma
was annexed into the British Empire.

British rule in Burma

In 1886 AD, by an announcement of the British Parliament, a new province was
formed with Upper and Lower Burma. The new region was constitutionally
incorporated into India. A governor was appointed to rule Burma, and Burma was also
subject to all regulations enacted by India's British Government. Rangoon became the
capital of Burma instead of Mandalay, the old capital of the king of Burma.

To facilitate governmental activities, the British Government sent several skilled
administrators from India to Burma. These administrative exercises regarding
administration are generally meant to introduce the traditional system of Indian
governance in Burmese administration. The British also encouraged Indian
immigration, which further endangered the possibilities of communal tension.*®

During British rule, Burma's lands were resurveyed, and the British Government
significantly increased the amount of land revenue. According to Burma's traditional
law, the peasants were the landowners and paid direct taxes to the land's local
Zamindars."® Moreover, there were various customs regarding the ownership of land
among different races and tribes in Burma. However, when the British Government
tried to bring all the lands directly under the British Government's control to introduce
an uniform land-revenue system, it caused great dissatisfaction among Burma locals.

The British Government also tried to control the import-export trades of Burma
strictly. At this time, the valley of the Irrawaddy River in Lower Burma produced a lot
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of paddies. A vast quantity of Burmese rice used to be exported to neighboring
countries. Moreover, we know that before the Second World War, Burma was the
largest rice producer globally, and the demand for it had increased hastily in an
international arena. When the British came to power in Burma, they changed Burma's
agricultural policy and decided to produce rice more and more following their
agricultural policy.

Although the English merchants did not gain exclusive rights over the rice business,
they fell under foreign merchants, industrialists, and capitalists. Due to the merchant
communities’ pressure, Burma's Government was forced to tender the rights of
valuable forestry resources to various merchant organizations. As a result, most of
Burma's national income was taken over by foreigners, and the local people's
purchasing power gradually declined. Although the Governor-General of India did
take the initiative of amending the necessary law to change this situation, no such law
was ever enacted. At this time, various development initiatives took place in Burma
under British rule. Thousands of miles of railroads were built in a short time. By the
efforts of the British Government, many schools and colleges were established in
Burma. Even a university was established in Rangoon. A large number of canals were
dug to improve agricultural work and the communication system. Along with
introducing the modern postal and telecommunication departments, the Government
took initiatives to establish close ties with different parts of Burma. Moreover,
precious metals and various stones were found in different regions. In foreign trade,
Burma's primary resources were rice, petroleum, and valuable timber. Due to the
proper exploitation of foreign capital and technical knowledge, Burma's economic
prosperity did expand greatly.

Despite economic development, the people of Burma tried to keep their traditional
way of life intact. There were no significant changes in their traditional dress and
manners. Although modern scientific instruments became popular among them, the
Burmese were not ready to change religion, social system, and customs. The Burmese
were not even converted to Christianity, although Christianity gained popularity
among some tribes in Burma.?® There was no significant change in the industry in
Burma also.

On the other hand, under British rule, Burma's villages’ relations were disrupted. The
local Burmese officials were disassociated from the populace. The individuals
released from the restraints of custom and tradition; much of rural Burma became
relatively imPoverish while a part of the Buddhist monastic order became
demoralized.”* After Burma's occupation by the British, Burma's British Government
was severely criticized as Burma's people did not connect with Burma's system of
governance. As a result, the British Government adopted two elected local
representatives to the Council of Burma Governor in 1922. Nevertheless, these
representatives always defended the interests of the British rulers. In 1923, the
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Montagu-Chelmsford Reform was implemented in Burma, and the Burmese Council
was reconstituted newly.

Under the Indian act of 1919, a dual government system, also known as diarchy, was
introduced in Burma. These efforts were made to bring the local elected
representatives closer to the structure of governance. Although the First World War
precipitated a near paralysis of the rice industry of Lower Burma® but nationalism
flourished among the Burmese people, and the hatred of the locals against the British,
British-Indian people like moneylenders and capitalists increased rapidly.

In this context, the British Government adopted the policy of separating Burma from
India constitutionally. Public opinion in Burma also fully supported the separation of
Burma from India. Finally, the Government of Burma Act 1935 separated Burma
from British India, which came into effect on 1 April 1937,% creating a 36-seat for
Senate and a 132-seat for House of Representatives.”* Under the Act, Burma gained
autonomous power in the context of all matters except Finance and Defense. This
regime of 1937 continued until the invasion of Burma by Japan in 1942.

Japanese Occupation of Burma

The Japanese conquest and occupation of Burma from 1942 to 1945 constituted a
milestone in the country's political history not less important than the British
annexation of 1886.” During World War II, after the occupation of Malay and
Singapore, Japan planned to occupy Burma. In this regard, Japan's primary strategy
was to put pressure on India on the one hand and block the route to China via the
Burma Road on the other. On 21 January 1942, Japan crossed the Burmese border and
entered the country without any hindrance. In general, the Burmese seemed to have
welcomed the Japanese's arrival, viewing them as the liberators.?® When Japanese
forces entered Burma, they were accompanied by Burma's small force called the
Burma Independence Army (B.l.A.). This Army was the joint initiative of a Japanese
Army officer, Colonel Suzuki Keiji, and the so-called 30 Thakins,?’ Burmese
nationalists saw Japan as the only force capable of driving out the British from their
country.”® On 7 March 1942, Rangoon, Burma's capital and trading center, was
annexed by Japan. By 2 May 1942, Mandalay, the capital of Upper Burma, fell to
Japan.

The British fled to India, surrendering the people of Burma to the mercy of Japan
alone. According to Andrew Smith, when the Japanese invaded Burma, almost the
entire British administration fled to India, including the British associates in Burma,
formerly subjugated the civil service and private bureaucracy.”

In the middle of 1942, Japan gained complete control over Burma. On 1 August 1943,
Japan declared Burma a nominally independent state. Meanwhile, in August 1942,
B.I.A. disbanded, and 4,000 troops, commanded by General Aung San, set up Burma
Defense Army (B.D.A.). On the other side, the Japanese attempted to apply the
Indians' awareness of independence. Netaji Shubash Chandra Bosh then arrived in
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Burma and led the Indians' National Army (I.N.A.) to invade India with the Japanese's
support. In this regard, both the Japanese and Indian Soldiers of Burma formed the
Indian National Army (I.N.A.) and the Indian Independence League (I.I.L.). However,
under the Japanese patronization and assistance, the 1.N.A. and I.I.L. attacked India.
Still, the attempt failed as Netaji Bosh could not provide the soldiers with the
necessary financial support for food, cloth, and modern weapons.

As time went on, the Burmese nationalists grew in strength under Aung San and his
Thakin Party. Soon the nationalists were recognised under a broad-based party known
as the Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom League (AFPFL). Professor D.G.E. Hall
observed that night from the start; they declared Aung San and his party was
completely independent.*® They thought Japan would be their liberator but they were
disillusioned. In the winter of 1944-1945, the Burmese resistance forces could import
large quantities of British-made weapons into the country secretly. In March 1945,
Aung San came in touch with Mountbatten; commander in chief of South-East Asia
officially announced his intention to join the Allies. Two weeks later, Burma
Liberation Army (B.L.A.) declared a revolution against the Japanese, and the guerrilla
forces disrupted all communications everywhere in Burma to disrupt the movement of
Japanese troops.

Meanwhile, American and Chinese soldiers supported the British Army directly and
began to attack the Japanese bases. The British recaptured Mandalay on 22 March
1945. On 3 May 1945 the city of Rangoon came under British rule again. By May
1945, the whole of Burma achieved liberation from Japanese control. The nationalists
co-operated with the British with the hope that their demand for self-government
would be fulfilled. However, the British would give them only dominion status. So
their hope proved illusory.*

The emergence of Nationalism and Achieving Independence

The Burmese nationalism in its traditional form is to be examined in the light of
certain aspects of Burmese life such as (a) The traditional isolationist attitude of the
Burmese people, (b) The autonomous character of the Burmese villages, and (c) The
role of monks called Pongyis.**Besides, the Burmese people had a strong sentimental
attachment to the king, who enjoyed near-absolute power. The king's position was
bolstered by the Hindu concept of royalty associated with the mythical Manu® as well
as by the Hindu cosmological idea of the Meru* Centric universe. The king was
considered a deity in human form. Therefore, when the king was banished after the
Third Anglo-Burmese War, the people sharply reacted. The special correspondent of
the pioneer mail reported the situation in the following words:

“The city people had not been fully aware that the king was to be taken away until they
saw our troops marching with Thibaw and the royal family in their midst. Then they
awoke to the fact and a great cry went up from men, women, and children alike. They
bowed down to the ground doing Shikko....... [While the procession was slowly moving
towards the river bank] an enormous crowd had assembled and .....grew more and more
excited , and at intervals their lament rose up on the night air....... »35
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The emergence of national consciousness in Burma in the modern sense came later
because Burma was a country inhabited by many nations and tribes. Moreover, the
example of Burma provides some illuminating and distinctive aspects of modern
Asian nationalism.*® However, after the British took control of Burma, about one
million Indians, two lakhs Chinese, twenty thousand Anglo-Burmese, and eleven
thousand Europeans settled permanently in Burma.*” About eighty percent of the total
population of the country was Buddhist. Some Hindus, Christians, and Muslims also
lived in Burma. Moreover, the earliest manifestations of modern Burmese nationalism
were first reflected in Burma's Buddhist monks (Pongyis).®® Inspired, as were some
other Asian countries, by Japan’s victory over Russia in 1905, numerous Young
Men’s Buddhist Associations (YMBA) were founded in the succeeding years. They
were transformed after the First World War into the General Council of Buddhist
Association (GCBA), or Wunthanu, which was somewhat modeled on the Indian
National Congress.*

After establishing British rule over Burma in 1885 AD, foreign capitalists’ rule was
established over forests, agriculture, mines, industries, etc. The local inhabitants of
Burma became the daily workers of these organizations. In addition to a European
capital, the Chinese and Indians invested heavily in all kinds of Burma productions.
Many Indian moneylenders settled permanently in Burma for business and trades.
Foreign moneylenders, especially Indian moneylenders, abused the local Burmese.
The Indian moneylenders' misconduct caused deep resentment and depression in the
Burmese mind, and such resentment helped significantly increase Burmese
nationalism. The defeat of Russia and Japan's victory in the Russo-Japanese War of
1904-1905 had a significant effect on Burma and other countries in Asia. However,
during the First World War (1914-1918 A.D.), Burmese nationalism took an apparent
shape.

The British rulers made every possible effort to weaken the nationalist movement of
Burma. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reform of 1919 also applied to the governance of
Burma. Under the 1919 Act, two Burmese became members of the Burmese Council.
The Burmese leaders demanded the separation of Burma from India to the Simon
Commission, appointed in 1927-1928. In this regard, a round table conference
assembled in London in 1931, and the British decided to separate Burma from India.
In 1935, Burma was separated from India under the Indian Act 1935, and a new
legislature was formed in Burma. Except for a few essential divisions, most of the
administrative divisions were vested in the legislature. As the new constitution came
into force, political activism and awareness increased rapidly among the Burmese
people.

Subsequently, liberal-minded national leaders of Burma began to demand greater
autonomy. As Burmese nationalist sentiments began to turn hostile, especially against
Indians, in this regard, riots broke out in various places from 1930-1940. This
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situation did not change much more until the occupation of Burma by Japan during
World War .

During British times, ethnic Bengalis formed the backbone of the Government and
economy of Burma. They served as soldiers, civil servants, merchants, and
moneylenders in Burma. In a word, the Bengali Indians were the leading economic
power of Burma under British rule. For example, A.K. Khan became wealthy from
Myanmar business, and most of his children were born in Rangoon. Myanmar cannot
forget the economic domination of the British Indians.

The Theravada Buddhists of Burma did not accept such circumstances mentally.
Besides, the Burmese did not fight; even so, they had no courage to show against the
British. Nevertheless, they hated the British as well as their Bengali Indians.
Subsequently, a series of anti-Indian riots beginning in 1930 and mass emigration
during Burma's Japanese occupation followed by the forced expulsion of 1962 left
ethnic Indians with a much-reduced role in Burma. Moreover, in Burma, the most
popular hate-speech term used against Rohingya, 'kala.”® and 'Bengali, both have
roots in the colonial period of British rule from 1824 to 1948.** Moreover, intellectual
persons of Myanmar believe that factors like this generated anti-Indian sentiment and
strengthened Burmese nationalism among Theravada Buddhists.*

From 1930 to 1938, during the riots, Thakins played a significant role in Burma's
nationalist movement. Once the riots started, the Thakins provided anti-imperialist
slogans. They took advantage of the situation afforded by the disorders for extending
their membership affiliations and their prestige as nationalist champions.** Most
members of this group were progressive students and professors at the University of
Rangoon. Their dream was to make Burma a fully independent state. Aung San was
well known among the socialist Thakins specializing in guerrilla fighting, also known
as Tito of Burma. Thakin Nu, fond of art and literature, was a very popular peasant and
labor leader of Burma. ThakinMya, another leader, gained a remarkable reputation for
spreading socialist thought among the peasants.

Meanwhile, in October 1936, Japan captured the Chinese port of Canton, and by
December, they were advancing to occupy French-occupied Indo-China. As a result,
the independence movement of Burma gained impetus due to the advancement of
Japan. At that time, Burma's revolutionary leader named U Saw, explicitly called for a
boycott against the British and their associates. In 1939, a secret treaty was signed
between Japan and the nationalist leaders of Burma. In this connection, Ba Maw and
most of the members of the Thakin simultaneously formed the National Revolutionary
Party. They agreed to seek Japanese help to expel the British and their associates from
Burma. They also decided to create a military force under the auspices of Japan.

In 1940, Japan invaded Indo-China (Vietnam), and Germany was able to dominate
Western Europe. At this time, the prime minister of Burma, Ba Maw, and other
Thakins refused to co-operate with the British in World War Il in South-East Asia. As
a result, the British Government imprisoned all of them. Even with World War Il, the
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relationship between the Buddhist majority and other ethnic minorities further
deteriorated as the Buddhists were committed to fighting for the Japanese. For being
part of the Burma Independent Army (B.I.A.) led by General Aung San, the Majority
of Buddhist communities experienced torture, ill-treatment, and economic and
political oppression by the British, while the ethnic minority groups, including the
Rohingyas, were fighting as part of the British force.**

In this connection, Burma's political order that the British had presided over collapsed
after the Japanese Imperial Army invaded Burma in January 1942.*> As mentioned
above, Aung San and thirty other leaders escaped from Burma and reached Japan
through China. In the meantime, the Burma Liberation Army (B.L.A.) was formed in
1942. Aung San and thirty other leaders return to Burma as the high-ranking officials
of the Burma Liberation Army. Shortly after this incident, the Japanese authority set
up supremacy over the whole of Burma. On 1 August 1942, the Japanese
administration formed an interim government led by Ba Maw. The Communist Thakin
Than Tun and the Socialist Thakin Mya and Thakin Nu joined in it. Later, World War
Il changed many elements of Burma. It destroyed much of the infrastructure and
industry as scorched earth Eolicies were applied as the British retreated and later as the
Japanese did the same.*® Although Japan granted Burma independence to the
Government of Ba Maw, it could not function independently due to Japan's
interference. Japan used to control Burma for its benefit.

Japan began to use Burma for its interests. According to E. Sarkisyanz, “the Japanese
Army was initially accepted and even welcomed as a liberating force but soon
disappointed followed. While Japan seemed to be winning its war against the Allies,
her rulers did not consider it necessary to abide by their promise to Aung San
concerning Burma's independence.”*’ However, very soon, it became clear to the
Burmese people that the Japanese had no intention of granting absolute independence
to Burma. Many Japanese troops had fought for years in china and viewed local
people as enemies. Slapping civilians' faces became a routine.*®

Nevertheless, a conflict occurred between the Japanese Army and the Burma
Independence Army (B.1.A.). The B.I.A. protested the unethical and unsocial activities
of the Japanese Military. Ultimately, an anti-Japanese consciousness and feeling rose
among the nationalist leaders and the general people of Burma. The Burmese
expectation of achieving independence with the help of Japan was doomed. Burma
initially viewed the Japanese as their liberators, but now, the Japanese ruled Burma as
a conquered territory, and their secret police force terrorized the local population.*
Moreover, Japan kept very few promises committed to the Burmese nationalist leaders
before Burma's conquest. By March 1945, many Burmese nationalists actively
participated in the resistance against the Japanese (Anti-Fascist War).”® In such a
scenario, many of those from different political backgrounds who had co-operated
with Japan during the invasion of Burma joined the Anti-Fascist Peoples Freedom
League (AFPFL), a political front of the nationalists and communists, to help drive the
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Japanese out>* The anti-Japanese armed struggle began in the whole of Burma. In
May 1945, the British troops recaptured Rangoon, and British rule in Burma was re-
established. From 1942 to May 1945, about two and a half lakh civilians were killed
during the Japanese occupation of Burma.>

Achieving Independence

When Burma was liberated from Japanese rule, the British troops re-established
authority over the entire Burma. In 1945, the British Government published a white
paper. It is understood from the White Paper that the Churchill government did not
intend to grant independence to Burma. However, the Churchill government did not
have the power to stop the pace of history. A General election was held in Britain in
July 1945, Despite Churchill's extraordinary personality and outstanding leadership
qualities during World War Second, the conservatives suffered a crushing defeat, and
the Labor Party won the election and formed a government. However, Clement Attlee
became the new Prime Minister of Britain.®

On 20 December 1946, in a speech, Clement Attlee mentioned that Burma's people
would be granted Commonwealth status or independence as soon as possible if they so
wished. In January 1947, at a meeting held in London, and it is decided that a
Constituent Assembly would be formed with elected representatives instead of the
Legislative Assembly constituted under the 1935 Act, and this Constituent Assembly
would enact a new constitution. Moreover, the members of the Governing Council
will form an interim government. According to the London meeting decision, a
general election was held in Burma in April 1947. In that election, Anti Fascist
Peoples Freedom League-led by Aung San, won a majority in the legislature.
However, before forming the new Government, Aung San and six other members were
assassinated on 19 July 1947.>

The agent of U Saw, the leader of the opposition, carried out the assassination. Within
a short while, a new government was formed led by U Nu, Aung San's successor. The
new constitution was adopted on 24 September 1947. On 17 October 1947, Prime
Minister Thakin Nu and Prime Minister of England, Attlee signed an agreement in
London. The treaty stipulates that Burma will attain complete independence in
Januag?/ 1948. Under the Nu-Attlee Treaty, Burma declared independence on 4 January
1948.

Notes and References

1 In 1989, Burma's military Government changed the name of the country to the Union of Myanmar. Myanmar
is the spelling of the country's official name in Burmese script, and the entire term is Myanmar Naingandaw
(Lit...." the Royal Country of Myanmar"). The Military claimed that this was ethnically a more neutral term
and would lead to greater harmony among the states' diverse people and provide a feeling of release from the
British colonial past. (Steinberg, David. J., Burma: The State of Myanmar, Washington: Georgetown
University Press, 2001), p. Xi.
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The Rohingya Infiltration in Bangladesh: Response of
the World with special reference to Muslim Community

Tamanna Siddiquee”

Abstract: The Rohingyas are a Muslim community who live there in Miyanmar for
about 1000 years. The region where the Rohingyas used to inhabit was previously
called 'Arakan Kingdom'. Arakan, a free and independent country in between India
and Burma was ruled by the Muslim rulers for several centuries in medieval era. The
Rohingyas today are actually Arakanese Muslim who played a very vital role in
building an advance society and rich cultural heritage over the centuries. The
Rohingyas are consisted of peoples of various sub-races/ethnic groups from different
parts of West, North West and Central Asia including Western part of Indian sub-
continent. Hence the Rohingyas carry the blood of ancient peoples of Turkey, Iran,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan and its adjoining regions including Turkistan. A
thin stream of Bangalee blood also mixed in this human population. So, the
Rohingyas are a people of mixed blood not exclusively Bangalee at all. The ancestors
of the Rohingyas today arrived in Arakan as saints, merchant traders, soldiers, rulers,
preacher of Islam and farmers as well. But in course of time since 17" century
Arakan turned into a part of greater Burma and went under the thumb of the
aggressive Buddhist Kings/rulers. Since 1948 to date (2019) at least 14 major
episodes of state organized violence relating to indiscriminate killing of ordinary
people, Arson, disappeanence, gang rape occurred in Rakhaine. The latest big
episode took place on Aug 25, 2017 in the name of “Operation Clearance”.

Introduction

Bangladesh is a small but densely populated nation state in South Asia. Myanmar is
one of its very close neighbors but the relationship between these two close
neighbours was never amiable enough. Of late, it has reached to a level of utter
bitterness due to repeated influx of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar. Even some
military build up in both the sides has been noticed. The Rohingya is one of the 135
ethnic minorities of Myanmar . The Rohingys live in the Rakhaine State of North
Western Myanmar along the border of Bangladesh. But Myanmar govt. doesn't want
to see them at Rakhaine.

Later on, in early 19" century Burma (along with Arakan) became a part of the British
Empire 1826 A.D), and remained so under them till 1948. After achieving
independence Burmese top Rulers like Aung Shan and Unu betrayed with the
Arakanese Muslims and took full control over Arakan and snatch away their social,
economy and religious rights. These new dictators denied all political and cultural
Rights of Arakanese Muslims including even free movement and finally declared

* Lecturer, Dept. of Islamic History & Culture, North Bengal International University, Rajshahi.
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them as ‘illegal immigrants' from East Pakistan/Bangladesh. So they systematically
began to drive out the Arakanese Muslim Rohingyas from Arakan or Rakhaine State
pursuing the policy of atrocity, oppression, killing and gang rape etc.??

Since 1948 to date (2019) at least 14 major episodes of state organized violence
including indiscriminate killing of ordinary people, Arson, disappeanence, gang rape
took place in the state of Rakhaine. The latest big episode took place on Aug 25, 2017
in the name of “Operation Clearance”. Myanmar Army, Buddhist Monks and ultra-
nationalists took part to crack down upon the innocent Rohingyas. The heinous state
forces burnt people’s home-steads, villages, schools, madrasah, hospitals etc. Above
and beyond that they killed several thousands of un-armed human beings in inhumane
ways, wounded innumerable people. Gang raped also took place on many
women/girls including detachment of several thousand children from their family who
had been into turned helpless street children or orphans.

Intensity of the Problem

The Rohingya people have faced decades of systematic discrimination, oppression,
statelessness and targeted violence in Rakhine State, Myanmar. Such persecution has
forced Rohingya people-men women, young boys and girls and elderly persons seek
shelter elsewhere mainly in Bangladesh for many years after frequent violent attacks
since 1978, 1982, 1991-92, and again in 2016. Yet it was August 2017 that triggered
by far the largest and fastest refugee influx into Bangladesh,” since then estimated
745,000 Rohingya including children have fled into Cox’s Bazar.? What is called the
“The most persecuted minority in the world” by the United Nations.®> The Rohingya
have a millennial long history in Arakan, the country that’s excluding them, Rohingya
people are now unfortunately an ethnic group of Myanmar, mostly live in Rakhine
state of Myanmar’s western coast. Myanmar is a majority Buddhist state, but the
Rohingya people are primarily Muslim who constitutes 34% of the total population.
Tension between the Rohingya and others Buddhist groups have recently exploded
into conflict beginning in 1978. The first incident occurred when a group has recently
exploded into conflict. The community claims it is descended from people in pre-
colonial Arakan. In other words, Arakan was an independent and separate Kingdom
from Myanmar for many centuries and people used to live there and ruled themselves.
However, historically, the region was an independent kingdom between Southeast
Asia and the Indian subcontinent.> The Rohingya persecution in Myanmar by armed
forces and police started a major crackdown in Rakhine state in the country again in
2016.° The exodus of such a huge number of people at once became a humanitarian
crisis and big socio-economic burden for Bangladesh. The United Nations believes
that Myanmar wants to expel its entire Rohingya population.” The events have been
termed as ‘genocide’ by international observers or human right organization.®

International Reactions

International communities have focused on Aung San Suu Kyi pressuring to condemn
the atrocities by the military, militia and hooligans and to address human rights issues.
The persecutions of ethnic Rohingyas in Myanmar continued up to date (2019) and is
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viewed to continue until a lasting resolution taken by the international agencies. The
Government of Bangladesh, representative on behalf of the Rohingya people and
states in the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) might come forward to
see a permanent solution and peace in the Rakhaine province. But symptoms of such
trlpartlte action and resolution for peace and reparitreation of the Rohingyas seems
very far.?

In August 2017 and in the following few months Bangladesh has received at least
655,500 refugees As of 11 January 2018, 971,627 refugees were registered in
Bangladesh.'® Taking into consideration such large number of refugees in the country
the Parliament of Bangladesh adopted a unanimous resolution urging the international
communlty to pressure Myanmar to provide citizenship and safe return for the
Rohongya.'’ On 21% September 2017 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressed the
United Nations General Assembly and criticized Myanmar for ethnic cleansing,
demanded implementation of the Kofi Annan Commission report and proposed a five
point plan for restorlng stability in Rakhine State which included UN-monitored ‘safe
zone’.”> On 29" September Masud Bin Momen, permanent representative of
Bangladesh to the UN in New York informed the security council that Myanmar
intended 'to depopulate Rohingya lands by burning villages and was using rape as a
weapon.™

The ongoing genocide against the Rohingya people garnered strong criticism from aII
across the world and created grave concern about the human rights issues.
International communities and human rights officials have described the violence as
‘ethnic cleansing’ and gen001de soon after the securlty forces and Buddhist Militia
started “Clearance Operations."® In November British prime minster Theresa May and
United States Secretary of State Rex Tillerson described the situation as “ethnic
cleansing”.

On September 2018, members of the Canadian Parliament voted unanimously to
dispossess Suu Kyi of her honorary Canadian citizenship for the atrocities against
Rohingya Muslims. They also decided to send a larger lot of relief materials for the
Rohingyas quickly.'®

The ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) under de facto Ieader Aung San
Suu Kyi increasingly stifled dissent using a slew of repressive laws."” As of March,
2019 over 909,000 stateless Rohingya refugees reside in Ukhiya and Teknaf Upazilas.
The vast majority live in 34 congested camps, including the largest single site, the
kutuplong;, Balukhali site which is host to approximately 626,500 Rohingya
refugees.”® While the biometric fraud-proof cards are being issued jointly by
Bangladeshi authorities and UNHCR to all verified refugees over the age of 12. The
UN refugee agency’s biometric identity management - system (BIMS) captures
biometric data, including fingerprints and iris scans, which secure each refugee’s
unique identity as well as other important information such as family links."
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The deal signed between Myanmar and Bangladesh to repatriate the nearly one
million Rohingya refugees was temporarily halted in November due to growing
criticism by the International Community.?

These two countries namely India and China have got their own agenda and major
economic interest in Rakhaine e.g. gas, oil, mineral, stone etc. That is why they
identify the Rohingyas as “Illegal immigrants” or “infiltrators” who pose a dangerous
security threat to India and China thus refused to recogniz their citizenship this crisis
in tune with Myanmar.**

The USA considered denouncing Myanmar for “Crimes against humanity” such a
declaration would have been a powerful warning shot to Myanmar’s leaders and
military, signaling the United States would side other nations calling for harsh
punishments that could include international prosecution.??

While visiting Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh, the United States Ambassador
at large for International Religious Freedom, stated “The president, vice president, and
congress are all watching the situation closely. They want justice for the Rohingya.
The want them to be able to go home.?®

Response of the Islamic World

Since one of the focal point of the present article is to examine the
response/responsive pattern of the world Muslims Community/nations and the
organizations pertaining to the precarious condition of the Rohingya Muslims today.

Indonesia speaks not only on behalf of global Muslim concerns but also ASEAN (The
Association of Southeast Asian Nations). There were reports of small protests outside
Myanmar embassies in countries around the world, including Indonesia, Malaysia,
Gaza, Lebanon, Pakistan, Germany, Australia and London. Even the Afgan Taliban
issued a statement against the bloodshed, using its channel on the telegram app. “We
simiIarI%L/1 call on Muslims worldwide not to forget these oppressed brothers of
yours.”

Government of Bangladesh took initiatives to open dialogue or organize conference
with various international players to stop genocide and mass migration of the
Rohingyas.

Other than Bangladesh, many Muslim countries across the continents appeared
forthwith to help and protect the Rohingya Muslims. Among them Algeria and Turkey
were first two countries that arrived with huge lot of relief goods including two
ambulances. The role of Turks in much more plausible than any other Muslim
country- that came up raising its voice very high against persecution- and ethnic
cleansing by Myanmar Army. Before any other statesmen it was none but Turkish first
lady Emina Erdogan visited the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar (Sept. 2017). Her
visit was followed by their Prime Minister Ben Ali Yildraim (December 2017) to see
the condition of the Rohingya Muslims.

On September 2017, acting upon King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre
(KSHARC) responsibility, as the leader of the Islamic Ummah, Saudi Arabia has
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called for a resolution to condemn the atrocities and human rights violations
committed against the Rohingya Muslim minority in Myanmar. Saudi Arabia it is one
of the first countries in the world to provide urgent relief and humanitarian assistance
and hzass demonstrated a profound commitment to support those Muslims in need of
help.

In the mean time King Salman hosted the 29™ Arab League summit in Dahran last
year, where a resolution was adopted against the violation of human rights in
Myanmar. After military crackdown in 2017, King Salman Humanitarian and Relief
Centre donated at least US $55,68,238 in the first installment for the fallen Rohingyas.
So it appears the KSA is working both in the diplomatic line and humanitarian
services in favour of the Rohingyas. %

Another large and rich Muslim nation is the Islamic Republic of Iran has also
contributed a lot and supported for the destitute Rohingyas of Myanmar. Iran has
prepared a short and long term plan to support the Rohingya Muslim brothers. Iran
has carefully noted the influx of unfortunate Muslims in Bangladesh territory. Another
high official Mohsin Reza, Formerly Chief of Islamic Revolutionary Guard, proposed
to form an integrated army consisting of Turkey, Syria, Irag and Iran for the safeguard
of the world Muslims. Hence, it is evident that Iran is very serious to protect the
Rohingya Muslims. %’

Turkey on 27 August 2018, urged the Myanmar Government to take steps to end
crimes against Rohingya Muslims. In the statement, the ministry said that the
Rohingya faced human rights violations which correspond to heaviest crimes as part
of the international law and to take steps to find a germanent solution to the problem
by co-operating with the international community. >

Turkish first lady Emine Erdogan and foreign minister Mevlut Cavusoglu visit the
Rohingya refugees at Kutupalang of Cox’s Bazar’s Ukhia Upazila.

Turkey is committed to working with Bangladesh in regional and international levels
to bring an end to Rohingya crisis that has been affecting Bangladesh in socio-
economic, environmental and even diplomatic fronts and emphasized the need for
further promoting the understanding and connectivity between the peoples of
Bangladesh.?

Turkey geared up efforts to revive the lives of the persecuted out to at least 700,000
Rohingya Muslims with humanitarian aid.*

President of Indonesia Joko Widodo condemned the violence against the Rohingya
and oversaw the departure of four Indonesian Air force transport plans with 34 tons of
relief supplies for Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.***® Iranian foreign minister
Javed Zarif urged the international community to take action before it was too late.*

The federal cabinet of Pakistan have adopted a resolution against Myanmar
government for their ruthless genocide of Muslim minorities in Rakhaine state.
Pakistan demanded a worldwide awakening regarding recent Rohingya persecution.
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Moreover, Pakistan demanded a trial of "The most horrific genocide and mass
migration in Arakan, Myanmar.*®

Even a very least known country Nigeria has also reacted very seriously and termed
the activities of Myanmar Army as "ethnic cleansing” and claimed immediate holtage
of this.** Middle Eastern country Jordan has also expressed its furious anger against
Myanmar authority regarding torture and killing of men, women, children in
Rakhaine. Side by side procuring enough relief materials Queen of Jordan H.E. Rania
personally visited the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar and expressed her deep concern
terming as unforgivable for the authorities of Myanmar.®

The Role of OIC

The Organization of Islamic Co-operation (OIC) is consisted of 57 Muslim countries
of the world and considered as The "Collective voice" of the whole Muslim Ummah.

The underlying commitment of this organization is "Solidarity and Co-operation"
among the Muslim nations of the world. It actually came into existence in 1969 after
Al-Aksa mosque arson, to uphold the banner of unity, security and prosperity of the
world Muslims. Recently a resolution has been adopted in the 29" conference of the
organization stating that a "safe and dignified repatriation of the Rohingyas with a
guarantee to enjoy a free and fearless livelihood and movement. Mr. Yousuf Ben
Ahmed Al-Othaimen, a spokesman of the OIC claimed that "we want to see a
permanent solution of the Rohingya Muslim minorities" crisis. He concluded with this
comment "Myanmar cannot deny the human rights of Rhongyas "This is enough to
understand his actual stand about the Rohingya crisis. In the OIC conference of last
year (2018) that held at Dhaka the Saudi Prime Minister Al-Jubaer supported the
Rohingya Muslim minority and expressed his 'deep concern' over the recent
systematic and brutal action which the participants call genocide and ethnic
cleansing.®

Ro Nay San Lwin, a famous Rohingya journalist (Muslim), called Rohingyas as the
'world's most persecuted minority".>” Thus it is clear that despite some internal fissure
OIC is united on the Rhongya issue and trying to find a way out. As a prominent
member of OIC Bangladesh also pursued strong stand and gave enough emphasis to
take proactive role in this issue. Foreign Minister of Bangladesh clearly stated in the
conference that Rohingya crisis is a 'gross human rights violation' which is clearly a
‘crime against humanity'.®

Finally, Bangladesh also should join voice with other sympathetic countries to go to
the International Court of Justice and thus to foil the sinister design of Myanmar to
establish the Rohingyas as ‘illegal immigrants' from Bangladesh and thus turning them
either stateless of permanent refugees in Bangladesh. Besides that, Bangladesh as a
growing nation is not in a position to bear the burden of one million refugees for long
time. It is impeding our national development and economic progress in particular. So,
not only OIC but ASEAN, SAARC, GCC, G-8, E.U. etc. should come forward to keep
our development economy unabated due to such undesired human crisis, leading to
war, famine or such other disaster.*
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Conclusion

In the context of short discussion above we may reach at conclusion as follows. The
Rohingya crisis is a preplanned long and painful issue which actually began in 1947
from the period Unu- when the Rohingyas were for the first time termed as ‘doubtful
citizen' etc. They are called or 'illegal immigrants' for the last 70 years, these ancient
inhabitants were refused of all human rights. The government of Myanmar designated
them as 'intruders from Bangladesh' and ‘illegitimate settlers' in Rakhaine. No doubt
this is a historical wrong and bluff. At last the Burmese Army, Buddhist monks and
Ultra nationalist's crackdown on the Rohingya Muslims of Rakhaine (Arakan) and
drive them out though brutal 'operation clearance' in Aug-2017. So, the situation
demands a strong and continuous effort of Bangladesh to find a solution. Obviously,
our responsibility is greater than any other country to help the Rohingyas as well as
send them back to their home with due honor and rights. The world community
condemned the recent actions of Myanmar govt. and termed it as 'genocide’. Many
countries, statesmen, political leaders and humanitarian organizations demanded trial
of the Myanmar civil and military leaders in International Court of Justice and that
could be the right solution of the current crisis. Specially, the world Muslim
community, OIC, should play a more vital and significant role to stand beside
Bangladesh to put an end to the ‘crisis’ as quickly as possible.

Rohingya issue originated about 70 years ago almost simultaneously with Palestine
and Kashmir conflicts. Lessons of Palestine and Kashmir are very long and painful.
Hence, People of Bangladesh wants a quick solution of Rohingya crisis as because
they don't want to see a new battle ground of Bloodshed like Kashmir and Palestine-
here in Cox's Bazar.*
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Abstract: Syed Ameer Ali Order of the Star of India (1849-1928) was an Indian/British
Indian jurist hailing from the state of Oudh (The Oudh State was a princely state in the
Awadh region of North India until its annexation by the British in 1856.) from where his
father moved and settled down at Bengal Presidency. He was a prominent political leader,
and author of a number of influential books on Muslim history and the modern
development of Islam, who is credited for his contributions to the Law of India,
particularly Muslim Personal Law, as well as the development of political philosophy for
Muslims, during the British Raj. He was a signatory to the 1906 Petition to the Viceroy
and was thus a founding-member of the All India Muslim League. Syed Ameer
Ali established the London Muslim League in 1908. This organization was an independent
body and not a branch of All India Muslim league. In 1909, he became the first Indian to
sit as a member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on which he would serve
till his death in 1928.
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Abstract: Due to religious default, the matchmakers divided the Brahmin cast into
thirty six (36) divisions. Each division was called Mell; and restricted the marriage
system thus social disaster started and raised the Ancestral systems. The ancestral
dignity of the match made it difficalt for the below ancestral family’s daughters to get
married to them. Taking this opportunity, the sons of higher Ancestral family begun to
practice the polygamy systems. Which gradually made the system of marriage of old
men with teenage girls; young boys with aged women. As such the marriage system
became a business matter. The male used to get married multiple women but did not
give the proper rights of the women like food and shelter etc. Such unjustified behavior
increased the unethical occurrences in the society like prostitution, dowry, divorce and
suicide. Which was considered as the resultant effects of Ancestral system. With the
development of modern education system, the consciousness of the society also
increased. Observing this the reformists of the society started movement against the
Ancestral system. The news papers also started writing against that paganism. Under
the leadership of Issorchandra Vidyasagar an appeal was submitted to the Bengal
Government against the Ancestral rule. Due to the revolution of 1857 the Bengal
Government could not put forward but to stop the social reformation matters. However,
with the increasing consciousness of the people the Ancestral system gradually
abolished.
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number of suicides would have been necessarily very much reduced.® e
AR AR TSR 8 Sy IFF N 70 T8 T AT 2R R e
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“Now coolin polygamy, as we have already shewn, is injurious to society,
by increasing adultery both among the wives of the coolins and among
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those who are by this system deprived of wives, by demoralizing the
nation, and by checking the increase of population. All these evils are
directly opposed to the ends at civil government, and as the cause of them
is not enjoined in the shasters the Government ought to abolish it.** ‘e
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ffa =tsw "For humanity's sake then let poligamy be proscribed. The wife
has a right to the undivided possession of the husband, and since Hinduism
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does not oppose, and the people are disposed to be friendly, let her cry for
justice be listened to in the Council chamber and redress afforded, by a
legislative act of the Supreme Government.”” = I We, FHWIRA
IWATGR sy e [(fey sg-+fas Tikds S<ems $@ TS T9eEd
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Sadhan W, A namber of petitions against polygamy signed by
Vidyasagar, the Maharajas of Burdwan. Nadia. Dinajpore, Rani
Sarnomayee of Kassimbazar and fifty thousand men and women of Bengal
were submitted to the Government in 1856.* sb-¢y AT T2 AT 4T FHTF
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Abstract: History of the people settlement is a colorful, interesting and important
chapter of world history. Historians are unable to determine the exact date and
location of the people's settlement on this earth. However, it is an essential element
of national history in general and of local history in particular. Under this
background, our aim is to find out the history of the people settlement in the Island of
Mahishkhali. In 1760 AD, Mir Quasem Ali Khan, Nawab of Bengal made a contract
with East India Company. As per contract, Nawab issued a Sanad to hand over
Chittagong, Medinapur and Bardawan to East India Company. As a result, people
settlement began on Mahishkhali since the people wanted to leave the Firingi
Territory of Chittagong. In 1785 AD, Burmese King conquered Arakan and
oppressed the people inhumanely. Some of the people escaped by waterways and
took shelter at Mahishkhali. For that reason, people settlement grew up in
Mahishkhali. In 1798 AD, Francis Buchanan visited Mahishkhali and stayed there for
four days. His diary was published and this was the first written document on
Mahishkhali. Therefore, the main objective of this article is to write the early phase
of analytical history of the people settlement in Mahishkhali on the basis of available
sources.
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On the whole, | think, that the cultivation of Spices might be tried in Mascally with some
prospect of success, provided the experiment be made to a sufficient extent, and with
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attention and perseverance. The plants ought to be tried in all different situations,
especially among the hills, on such rice Grounds as during the rains are not jeels, and on
such level places as have a good Soil, but are too much elevated for the cultivation of Rice.
If any person is sent to conduct this experiment, | would recommend the sandy swelling
ground opposite to Wallis's Garden, as the most healthy, and convenient place for his
abode. He may make his first plantations among the hills immediately behind the Garden,
in the level Grounds of little Mascally, and at the be [tel] garden near Dumsaga Tank.

Mascally by nature is a delightful island, and wants cultivation only to make it one of the
finest spots in India. The Coconut would most probably thrive well on the sandy daelys, as
these seem to resemble greatly the Grounds at Bombay, on which that valuable tree is
cultivated with so much Success. An Ac [re] of coconut trees at that settlement is said to
yield an annual rent of £.50. If this cultivation were to be attempted at Mascally, it would
perhaps be worth while to bring from Bombay a person skilled in the management of the
Coconut Tree. It might perhaps be of advantage to the Company, to make dams a cross the
mouths of all the creeks, which admit the tide into Mascally, and thus to encourage the
natives to clear the land. The immediate expence is too great for the means of the people in
the Vicinity: but the money laid out by the Company would probably soon be repaid by an
increase of Revenue. The most esteemed trees, growing naturally on Mascally, are the
Boidea and Doolea Gurgeons; the Bassua and Keta Jarools (Lagerstromia Flos Reginae of
Konig, and a variety of it with a thorny stem) of which the last is most esteemed; the
Tetuia [;] Taelsaree; the Hoorina Ussual (a Species of Vitex); the good gootea; the
Soondur (Heritiera littoralis Hort: Kew: which is really a Sterculea); and the Roona, which
in the Soonderbunds is called Pursur. (this is a Species of Trichilia not described.”>
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Abstract: Pan-Islamism is apolitical ideology advocating the unity of
Muslims under one Islamic country or state — often a caliphate— or an international
organization with Islamic principles. As a form of internationalism and anti-
nationalism, Pan-Islamism differentiates itself from pan-nationalistic ideologies, for
example Pan-Arabism, by seeing the ummah (Muslim community) as the focus of
allegiance and mobilization, excluding ethnicity and race as primary unifying factors.
It portrays Islam as being anti-racist and against anything that divides Muslims based
on ethnicity. In this paper Pan-Islamism has been discussed how to became the
favored state policy during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid II, but failed and
collapsed after the defeat and dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire after World
War I; Resurrected during the resurgence of Islam after World War I1; Expressed via
organizations such as the Muslim World League and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, which seek to coordinate Islamic solidarity through political and
economic cooperation internationally.
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Abstract: The initiative to establish an undivided independent and sovereign state of
Bengal on the eve of the end of British rule in 1947 was an important political attempt.
The main initiator of this endeavor was the then Prime Minister of Bengal Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy. The main objective of this plan was to establish an independent
united Bengal parallel to independent India and Pakistan. Progressive sections of the
Muslim League leadership, including Abul Hashim, supported Suhrawardy's plan. On the
other hand, Sarat Chandra Bose and provincial Congress leader Kiran Shankar Roy, along
with a section of the Congress, also supported the plan. A joint venture called
'Suhrawardy-Bose Agreement' was signed to implement the plan. However, due to various
reasons, this plan was not successful in the end. As a result, Bengal was divided into East
and West. East Bengal became part of the independent state of Pakistan and West Bengal
became part of the Indian state. If this plan was successful, Bengal would have emerged in
1947 as the third independent state on the map of the subcontinent along with the states of
India and Pakistan.
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This is not a question of partition. It is a question of life and death for us, the
Bengalee Hindus. Unless you can have an administration of your choice, you shall be
serfs under an anti- Hindu communal regime and you can never get out of the
prevailing sense of frustration and defeatism and you can never protect your
oppressed brother and sister.®
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“Some people are thinking of division of Bengal but this division will not solve the
problem of Bengal. | would prefer Greater Bengal and that was the dream of the late
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose t00™."
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Abstract: The Quit India Movement (Bharat Charo Andolon) was the last civil
uprising to force the British to quit India. Indians expressed their long accumulated
grievances through mass protests and strikes and built pressure on the British to leave
India. Lord Linlithgow, the viceroy, himself acknowledged that the movement was
the greatest uprising after The Sepoy Mutiny in 1857. Women participated in all
aspects of this movement and led it to a different height. Matangini Hazra of Tamluk
(Now East Medinipur) District in West Bengal was an unsung Indian freedom fighter
who was shot dead by the British bullets. This study seeks to present the context and
nature of the Quit India Movement and Matangini Hazra’s unique role in it.
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engaged here in meeting by far the most serious rebellion since that of 1857, the
gravity and extent of which we have so far concealed from the world for reasons
of military security.”**
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Srsforet ePTe Jgfire e ©F Modern India @t <t "On 29 September, a well-
planned simultaneous attack was launched on communications and police station
in Tamluk, Mahishadal, Sutahata and Nandigram with massive crowd, marching
on the thanas. Sutahata thana was actually captured but else where there was a
blood-bath with 44 being killed on a single day - including Matangini Hazra a 73
Year old poor peasant widow in Tamluk who kept the national flag aloft even after
being shot.*
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Abstract: The present paper is a humble attempt to analyze the events and
circumstances of the British policy and at the sametime to evaluate the policy of
appeasement pursued by France and specially by the British for the same at that time.
Appeasement policy originated as a result of Hitler's militant and absorting attitude.
The British authority co-operated with the France Government and decided to send
two representations to meet Hitler. Eventually when France showed reluctance
Chamberlain alone met Hitler on 17 September at Brechtesgaden. Hitler demanded
self determination of the German minority and Chamberlain told the Czechoslovak
government to accept a good portion of Hitler's demand. Thus appeasement policy
highlighted in the world history. As a result, second world war started.
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Abstract: Rangpur district is located in the northern part of Bangladesh. From the

immemorial time, the Karatoya River is known to have been the boundary between

Bangla and the kingdom of Kamarupa or Pragiyotish. Rangpur has been closely associated

with the ancient history and culture of Kamrup-Kochbihar for a long time as most of the

greater Rangpur districtis situated on the left bank of the Karatoya River. The ancient

human society and culture of Rangpur has been formed for thousands of years through the

combination of various ethnic groups in the East, West, North and South. Most of the

ancient antiquities are distorted or on the verge of extinction. However, a number of

buildings still survive with past traditions. For good reason, it is important to discuss the

history and antiquities of Rangpur district.
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Abstract: In the history of Muslim Architecture of Bengal, Mughal architecture is
very significant. Mughal architecture in Bengal generally has been viewed as if the
buildings of Dhaka during the late seventeenth century represented the imperial style,
while the architecture of other places such as Murshidabad or Rajmahal was product
of a local or regional style. Murshidabad was the last Mughal provincial capital in
Bengal. The building in and around Murshidabad started from the post-Mughal
period. In the 17 century the place became an important center. But the fortune of
the city was elevated to the highest pitch in the 18" century. Thence forward the city
was embellished with numerous buildings. Katra mosque in Murshidabad is very
famous mosque of Bengal. The Author has tried to focus on it and it is the main
object of this article.
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Abstract: In the 20th century, following the stream of politics, radical changes came
to the social structure of the greater Kushtia. In 1905, as a consequence of the
partition of Bengal and in 1947 because of the partition of India, Kushtia became a
scape-goat of politics. Again, on 17 April, 1971, the independent and sovereign
government of Bangladesh was formed at Mujibnagar in Meherpur. On the
perspective of those three political events, the migration of a huge number of people
occured. The two communities, the Hindus and the Muslims, became cloven. It
created a deep wound in the psychi of the people living in this area. From the very
onset of the 20th century, the family structure, social customs, values, nationality,
religious activities, dresses and dress-codes, festivals and entertainments, meetings
and organizations everything began to undergo reconstruction which may be called a
small revolution. So in the social history of Bengal, the inhabitants of Kushtia and
their daily life occupy great significance. That is why this subject has been presented
in this article.
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“The inhabitants of the District never join the stream of emigration whis thus passes

by them. Some of them, however, go northward to settle on the chars of the upper

Jamuna, where much good land is still vacant.”
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Abstract: Participation of male and female students in education and its ratio is one
of the areas where Bangladesh has achieved remarkable success since independence
in 1971. But in the last phase, the Millennium Development Goals have ensured
equal participation of students in primary and secondary education, but the dropout
rate in secondary education has been at a disappointing level for the past few years.
Therefore, the present research has been conducted with the general aim of finding
out the reasons behind the drop out of students in secondary education, the special
objective of which is to find out the real causes why a significant number of female
students are dropping out considering the teachers' point of view. In this regard,
Pabna district has been selected to specify the study. In this study data has been
collected from primary sources where questionnaire survey was conducted and Key
Informant Interviews were taken. For the analysis of qualitative data, Inductive
Reasnoning Process has been applied in addition to Content analysis. Besides,
descriptive statistical method has been applied to analyze quantitative data. Child
marriage is generally said to be one of the main causes, in fact it is an immediate
process, not cause of dropping out of secondary female students. Ultimately, the
findings reveal that in addition to the traditional causes, addiction to the illegal affairs
(romanticism and flirting), drug addiction and addiction to virtual world are the main
causes for the dropout of female students.
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Bangladesh Education Statistics 2019 (Dhaka: Bangladesh Bureau of Educational
Information and Statistics, 2020), Table: C2, p.39.
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Abstract: RanadaPrasad Saha, a great philanthropist, a martyr and a pioneer of
women's education. He was born at Mirzapur upazila in Tangail in 1896. To
empower female through education, he established Bharateswari Homes in Mirzapur
and Kumudini Girls College in Tangail Sadar. He also founded Debendra College in
Manikganj District. He set up a free dispensary Kumudini Hospital in Tangail.
Besides, many educational and socio-economic organizations flourished because of
his immense contributions. In 1947 he also founded Kumudini Welfare Trust of
Bengal. He participated First World War on behalf of Bengal regiment. After coming
back from the First World War, he started coal and jute business. Through his hard
work, management skills and discipline, he became a successful and leading
businessman. During our great liberation war, RP Saha and his beloved son Bhabani
Prasad Saha were abducted by the Pakistan Army and their collaborators from the
head office of the Kumudini Welfare Trust in Narayanganj on May 7, 1971.
Kumudini Welfare Trust is still running its institutions according to its founder's
philosophy and doctrines.
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Abstract: Architecture carries the visual identity of the culture of a particular period
of a country. The local climate and construction materials play a vital role in the
creation of architecture. There are two styles of architecture - secular and religious.
People have thought about the secular nature of worldly architecture as well as
religious contentment. This need has been felt since the beginning of human
civilization and that is why both types of buildings have been built simultaneously
where a settlement has been established. Human civilization has developed with the
activities performed by human beings. The present world though blessed with
science and technology is moving forward by carrying the antiquities and artifacts of
the ancient man-made civilization. People want to leave a mark of their own work by
building various infrastructures, writing on the pages of books and in inscriptions to
pass on to the next generation. Naogaon region is recognized as a prosperous town in
ancient times. Due to the rule of different ruling groups, the architectures built in
Naogaon district have been boasting of their ancient wealth, authority and skill. The
mosque architecture is one of the archeological monuments built in the past.
Archaeological monuments built during the Sultanate and Mughal periods are
scattered in different parts of Naogaon. There is a mosque standing in a dilapidated
condition in Dharampur village under Niamatpur police station in Naogaon region
which is a surprise to the followers of Islam. | have tried to discuss about that
mosque in this article. Only this mosque may play a significant role in quenching the
thirst of the researcher in the history of Bengal and also in the reconstruction of
Naogaon regional history.
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