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Message from the Chief Editor

The 40" volume of The Faculty Journal of Arts, University of Rajshahi is being published with
as many as 28 research articles contributed by the faculty members of Philosophy. History,
English, Bengali, Islamic History & Culture, Arabic, Islamic Studies, Music, Persian Language
& Literature, Sanskrit and Urdu Departments.

The articles are of diverse nature and it is our expectation that they will come to the use of the
students and researchers of various disciplines, specially of the Faculty of Arts. As the Chief
Editor | am thankful to all of the contributors for choosing our journal to be their publishing

outlet, and let me also congratulate them on their valuable publications.

The publication of the journal is the outcome of collective efforts of all the scholar members of
the editorial board as well as the learned reviewers. They have ungrudgingly helped me in its

publication, and | remain grateful to them for their cooperation.

Last but not least, | thank the concerned officers and other supporting staffs of the Faculty for

their assistance and also the employees of the Uttoran Offset Printing Press for their support.

Professor Dr. Muhammad Belal Hossain
Chief Editor and Dean
Faculty of Arts
University of Rajshahi
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the religious. social, and political structures
of Bengal prior to the advent of Islam, aiming to provide a
contextual foundation for understanding the region’s subsequent
Islamic transformation. By adopting a historical-analytical
approach. the research explores the dominant religious
traditions, social stratification patterns, and political formations
that shaped pre-lslamic Bengal, Geographically corresponding
to present-day Bangladesh and parts of West Bengal, Bengal
historically functioned as a cultural crossroads within the Indian
subcontinent. The study highlights the prevalence of Hinduism
and Buddhism, alongside local religious practices. and analvzes
their influence on societal organization and political legitimacy,
Particular attention is given to the role of major ruling dvnasties,
notably the Pala Empire and the Sena dvnasty, in shaping the
intellectual and institutional landscape of the region. The
research further investigates the caste-based social hierarchy and
the interrelation between religious authority and political power.
It argues that understanding these pre-Islamic structures is
essential for interpreting the patterns of religious transformation
and the relatively wide acceptance of Islam in Bengal in later
centuries. By situating the Islamic expansion within its broader
historical context. this study contributes to a more nuanced
understanding of Bengal's civilizational development and the
dynamics of religious change in South Asia.
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Hinduism is considered the world’s oldest religion by many scholars, with roots and traditions
dating back over 4,000 years. Today, with more than 1 billion followers, Hinduism is the third-

largest religion in the world after Christianity and Islam, and roughly 94% of the world’s Hindus
live in India. CE "Hinduism," World History Encvelopedia,
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Buddhism 15 an Indian religion and philosophical tradition based on the teachings attributed to the
Buddha, a wandering teacher who lived in the 6" or 5% century BCE. It is the world's fourth-largest
religion, with over 520 million followers, known as Buddhists, comprising about seven percent of the
global population. Cf. Mark Siderits, "Buddha," The Stanford Encyelopedia of Phifosophy (Metaphysics
Research Lab, Stanford University, 2019y ‘Buddhism," Encvelopedia Britannica, Remeved 26
November 2009,
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It 15 also known as Jain Dharma s an Indian rebgion. Jamism traces its Jaimsm conveys its spirtual ideas
and history through the succession of twenty-four Tirthankaras (supreme preachers of Dharma), with the

first in the current time cycle being Rishabhadeva, who lived millions of years age. CLL "BBC — Religons:
Sarmzsom: Dharma" wow bbe co.wk Retrieved 19 July 2024,
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ABSTRACT

The Qur’an constitutes the primary source of guidance for humanity
and the foundational framework for organizing religious life at both
individual and societal levels. Among the central mechanisms for
actualizing this divine guidance is da'wah to Allah, which
represents a continuous and context-responsive responsibility across
time and place. Despite the richness of Qurianic discourse on
da’'wah, limited analytical attention has been given to examining
specific  surahs  as  integrated methodological models  for
contemporary Islamic preaching. This studv addresses that gap
through a focused analysis of Surah Fussilat. The research aims to
investigate the da wah methodology embedded in Surah Fussilat
and to examine its doctrinal, educational, and ethical dimensions in
relation to contemporary da wah discourse. It seeks to identifv the
principal domains of da'wah within the surah, the argumentative
and rhetorical strategies it employs. the theological foundations it
establishes, and the intellectual and moral qualities it prescribes for
the daT (preacher). Using a qualitative descriptive-analytical
method. the study conducts a thematic examination of the ayat of
Surah Fussilat within their textual and contextual frameworks. The
analysis draws upon classical and contemporary exegetical sources
(tafsir) to extract methodological principles and to systematize them
into a coherent da wah model. The findings demonstrate that Surah
Fussilat presents a comprehensive Qurianic paradigm of da wah
grounded in tawhid, rational argumentation, moral integrity,
patience, and constructive engagement with opposition. The study
concludes that this paradigm offers a structured. contextually
adaptable framework that can enrich and strengthen contemporary
Islamic preaching at both theoretical and practical levels.
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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT

The Faculty Journal of Arts Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi bi Sharh Jami-al-Tirmidhi, authored by
Rajshahi University Shaykh Abu al--Ula Muhammad "Abd al-Rahman al-
Volume 40, December 2025 Mubarakpuri {1283-1353 AH / 1867-1935 CE). is a
185N 1813-0402 (Print) seminal commentary on Imam al-Tirmidhi’s al-Jami*al-
DOT: htips://doi ore! 10 6448 TFIARU VADA2E Sahih. This ten-volume work integrates rigorous Hadith

analysis, including evaluation of narrators, classification of
traditions, and comparative discussion of juristic opinions.
Acoepted: 17 February 2026 A[-‘f\dubgral_;puri's methodology  reflects -.:b_ie-:ti\-'i‘ty,
Published: 15 April 2026 critical |n5|g_th and balanced engagement \f'.-l'll:l earIIFr

scholars, making the commentary both traditional in
Keywords: Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi, Al Tirmidhi, Hadith foundation and modem in approach. lis clarity and
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ABSTRACT

The life in al-Barzakh (the period between death and resurrection) is
one of the secrets of the afterlife and its first stage. In this study. it
has been described that the life after death which was specifically
proven by the texts of both Old Testament and New Testament, It
implants in the soul a firm belief in God Almighty and motivates
people to worship and obey Him, and keeps the soul away from
committing sins and doing evil, and it encourages people to practice
piety, righteousness and doing good deeds. This great importance of
this matter has inspired me to research on this topic. In this
research. I relied on a scientific methodology to write this research
paper. First of all. 1 have collected the relevant verses of Old and
New Testament and referring to the prominent Popes explanation
related to that w know its meanings. Moreover, | tried to document
the information accurately. The findings of this research is: The
term "g3 A" was not used in early Judaism. The Hebrew word "Jga"
appears in the Old Testament. The Hebrews understood this word to
mean a grave, but they believed that a person perishes with death—
that is. they enter the grave and perish immediately, not remaining
there for a period of time. Their idea devolved over time. with the
emergence of the idea of resurrection. judgment, and barzakh—the
period during which the dead remain and wait the Day of Judgment.
They began to believe in the immortality of souls, which took two
forms: the first was their belief in the transmigration of souls, and
the second was that they remained in the grave awaiting the Dayv of
Judgment. They believed in the screaming sound produced by the
soul upon leaving the body, the soul's waiting above the body for
three days. with the desire to return to the bodv again. and the entry
of a new soul into dead bodies everv Friday evening, remaining
there until the end of the Sabbath, when it departed the body.
Christians believe in the intermediate state of purgatory, but
Catholic Christians differ from all other Christians, They do not
believe in purgatory or resurrection. Rather, they believe directly in
the afterlife and in a judgment of man immediately after death.
Christians believe that good souls are blessed until the Day of
Resurrection, and that evil souls are tormented until the day when
the souls are reunited with their bodies. In the life of Barzakh the
souls ol the dead meet each other and one of them feel happy at the
success of his relatives and friends, if they are on righteous deeds.
And they benefit with the good deeds they do.
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