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ABSTRACT

The life in al-Barzakh (the period between death and resurrection) is
one of the secrets of the afterlife and its first stage. In this study, it
has been described that the life after death which was specifically
proven by the texts of both Old Testament and New Testament. It
implants in the soul a firm belief in God Almighty and motivates
people to worship and obey Him, and keeps the soul away from
committing sins and doing evil, and it encourages people to practice
piety, righteousness and doing good deeds. This great importance of
this matter has inspired me to research on this topic. In this
research, I relied on a scientific methodology to write this research
paper. First of all, I have collected the relevant verses of Old and
New Testament and referring to the prominent Popes explanation
related to that to know its meanings. Moreover, I tried to document
the information accurately. The findings of this research is: The
term "#3,0" was not used in early Judaism. The Hebrew word "Jss"

appears in the Old Testament. The Hebrews understood this word to
mean a grave, but they believed that a person perishes with death—
that is, they enter the grave and perish immediately, not remaining
there for a period of time. Their idea devolved over time, with the
emergence of the idea of resurrection, judgment, and barzakh—the
period during which the dead remain and wait the Day of Judgment.
They began to believe in the immortality of souls, which took two
forms: the first was their belief in the transmigration of souls, and
the second was that they remained in the grave awaiting the Day of
Judgment. They believed in the screaming sound produced by the
soul upon leaving the body, the soul's waiting above the body for
three days, with the desire to return to the body again, and the entry
of a new soul into dead bodies every Friday evening, remaining
there until the end of the Sabbath, when it departed the body.
Christians believe in the intermediate state of purgatory, but
Catholic Christians differ from all other Christians. They do not
believe in purgatory or resurrection. Rather, they believe directly in
the afterlife and in a judgment of man immediately after death.
Christians believe that good souls are blessed until the Day of
Resurrection, and that evil souls are tormented until the day when
the souls are reunited with their bodies. In the life of Barzakh the
souls of the dead meet each other and one of them feel happy at the
success of his relatives and friends, if they are on righteous deeds.
And they benefit with the good deeds they do.
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