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ABSTRACT

The Varendra Research Museum houses a huge collections
of antiquities including a huge number of manuscripts more
than six thousands dating back from 11™ to 18 Century A.D.
These Mss. are obviously very important and magnificent in
our history and heritage. The modern age in the history of
Bengali literature began in 1801 A.D. The advent of printing
technology marks the beginning of the modern era in this
region. The period before the establishment of printing
presses is referred to as the age of manu scripts. This is
because, at that time, manuscripts were the only medium of
preserving literary works. The poems and writings of poets
and authors of that era were preserved in handwritten

manuscripts. One or multiple copies were made form
original manuscripts, and later, those copies were spread
further. In this way, manuscripts of literary works were
passed down across regions. However, literature was not the
only purpose of manuscripts-they were also used for
religion, governance, economics, and daily communication.
In that era, manuscripts were the main tool of cultural and
educational expression. In this chapter, an overview of
manuscripts, their types, and topics such as materials,
structure, and illustrations have been discussed.
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