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ABSTRACT

The History of maps is ancient. Cartography or Maps drawn is
defined as the science and art of making maps or geographical
representations showing spatial concepts at various scales. Maps
convey geographic information about a place and can be useful
in understanding topography, weather and culture, depending

upon the type of map. Early forms of cartography were practiced
on clay tablets and cave walls. Today, maps can show a plethora
of information. Modern Cartography began with the advent of a
variety of technological advancements. The invention of tools
like the compass, telescope, the sextant, quadrant and printing
press all allowed for maps to be made more easily and
accurately. And behind these modern developments, the
dedication, hard work, continuous pursuit of knowledge and
discoveries of Muslim geographers, sailors and travelers of the
Abbasid period are considered the foundation. Since ancient
times, people have been using maps to describe places, land and
various features of the world. Cartography underwent an
important development during the Abbasid period. Muslim
geographers improved cartography by gathering knowledge from
Greek, Indian and other traditions. The invention of paper made
cartography more accessible. Famous geographers such as al-
kindi, Ibn Hawgqal, al-Idrisi and al-Biruni etc contributed to
cartography during the Abbasid period. Muslim geographers
used knowledge of astronomy, mathematics and geometry to
map the shape, size and various regions of the world. They not
only compiled existing knowledge but also invented new
methods and techniques to create new maps. Thus the history of
maps has evolved through many evolutions to its present form.
It's an important part of human knowledge and experience,
which helps in understanding space, land and the world.
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A Modern Dictionary of Geography aCg NH{b@ 2T Il 2CACE,

Map. A representation on a flat surface (usually of proper) of the features of part of the earth’s
surface, drawn at a specific scale. It involves certain degrees of generalization and exaggeration, of
selective emphasis and stylized representation, according to the scale and detail involved. Maps may
be prepared in many different forms and for a wide variety of purposes. For example, they can range
from general topographic maps to selective representation of things such as Atlantic weather systems,
the distribution of population density at a national level or a city's public transport network.
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A map is a representation on a plane surface at an established scale, of the physical features, (natural,
artificial or both) of a part or the wholeof the earth's surface, by the use of signs and symbols, and
with the method of orientation indicated. Also a similar represantation of heavenly bodies.
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I referred to the map as a tool, in reality it is a whole bay of tools containing more ingenious devices
than a boy scout's knife and if properly used it will open almost any geographical problem ...
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