The Faculty Journal of Arts, Rajshahi University

Volume 40, December 2025, ISSN 1813-0402

[THE POET AL-FARAZDAQ AND HIS POETIC PRACTICE
IN THE UMAYYAD ROYAL COURT]

Muhammad Ullah

PhD Researcher, Department of Arabic, University of Rajshahi, Rajshahi-6205, Bangladesh

ARTICLE INFORMATION

The Faculty Journal of Arts
Rajshahi University
Volume 40, December 2025
ISSN: 1813-0402 (Print)

DOLI:

Received : 26 May 2025

Received in revised: 06 April 2026
Accepted: 17 February 2026
Published: 15 April 2026

Keywords: The poet Al-Farazdaq, his praise
for the Umayyad Caliphs, his slander for the
Caliphs, his lament for the Caliphs.

ABSTRACT

Great progress was made in Arabic language and literature
during the Ummayyad era, under the patronage of the Caliphs.
Arabic literature and culture rose to the golden heights.
Traditionally, poets and writers visited the court of the Umayyad
Caliphs freely and gained their close proximity. Al-Farazdaq
was a famous poet during the Umayyad period. He received
money, gifts and honours by writing praise poems against their
opponents and lamenting the death of their own people under
the patronage of the caliphs. The language of his eulogies was
eloquent, refined and rhetorical. His satires were very sharp. He
carefully retorted against the enemies of the Caliphs in
blasphemous poetic language. He used rare word choices and

inserted rhetorical phrases in Satirical poetry. Various Umayyad
caliphs gave him the honours of their chief poet due to his fame
in poetry. The article will discuss the biography of the poet Al-
Farazdaq and his contribution to palace poetry.
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