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ABSTRACT

The Bede community is one of the prominent river-
dependent human groups in Bengal, and their cultural
distinctiveness is noteworthy. Bengali novels provide
considerable insights into the sexual life of the Bede
community. Their sexual life is quite different not only
from that of the Bengalis living on the plain lands of
Bengal but also from that of the other indigenous or
minority ethnic groups residing in the region. Exploring
the variations in human sexual behavior is crucial for
understanding reproductive anthropology, and the diverse
sexual life of the Bede community—who remain largely
isolated from the Bengali mainstream population—can be
considered essential for reconstructing the social, cultural,
and psychological history of the Bengali marginalized

communities. This article presents an analysis of the
dynamics and characteristics of the sexual life of the
Bede community as reflected in Bengali novels.
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