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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT

Gazir Gaan, a prominent form of Bengali folk performance centered
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is revered by Hindus, Muslims, and people of various other
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Keywords: spaces, unlike temples, were open to people of all castes, providing
Gazir Gaan, Pir, syncretism, spiritual and material support to the marginalized. The continuity of
Folk Culture, Religious Harmony Gazir Gaan, with its message of common people’s joys, struggles, and

devotion, has persisted as a vital part of Bengali folk culture. Despite
contemporary challenges, such as the rise of religious polarization, Gazi
Pir’s legacy of religious harmony offers a rare example of peaceful
coexistence. The survival of this folk tradition is dependent on continued
patronage and efforts to preserve the regional diversity of performances.
If not actively sustained, the cultural richness and syncretism embodied
in Gazir Gaan could fade, erasing a critical aspect of Bengali folk
heritage. Gazir Gaan remains a powerful symbol of religious unity and
folk resilience in Bengal. By supporting the preservation of such cultural
practices, it is hoped that this unique expression of syncretism will
endure, offering a counterpoint to contemporary religious conflicts and
ensuring its transmission to future generations.
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