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ABSTRACT

Since the beginning of private property accumulation, taking loans
has become almost inevitable for the working-class and
marginalized communities at certain stages of their lives to sustain
their livelihoods. This is especially true for those communities
engaged in professions inherited through generations.
Marginalized communities governed by the caste system often
remain unemployed for part of the year. As a result, daily wage
earners have no alternative but to resort to borrowing. Notably, it
is ultimately the women of the working-class society who bear the
dire consequences of repaying these debts. Among the working-
class communities of Bengal who become entangled in debt, the
fishing community is particularly prominent. Due to natural
factors in Bengal, when the water levels in rivers, canals, and
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wetlands decrease drastically, the majority of the fishing
community members find their livelihoods disrupted because time
does not stop for individuals or society. Furthermore, various
factors such as disease, medical expenses, adherence to religious
obligations, oppression by those in power, imposed taxes, forced
donations, unpaid loans taken in the form of fish from fishermen,
and the failure to repay those debts have resulted in such a heavy
burden of loans on fishermen that it often remains unpaid across
multiple generations. The essay, ‘The Issue of Fishermen’s Debt
and Moneylenders in Bengali Novels’ presents themes reflected in
Bengali novels, including the nature of fishermen’s debt, the
oppression of moneylenders, the consequences for families that
fail to repay loans or delay repayment, the suffering of women,
and potential ways to free fishermen from this cycle of debt.
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