The Faculty Journal of Arts, Rajshahi University
Special Volume-6 on Issues Around Pedagogy: Teaching-Learning Strategies in Arts & Humanities for the 21* Century,
3" International Conference, 25-26 June 2025, ISSN 1813-0402

The Role of the Monarchy in Establishing the Kheyal Song Style:

The Indian Subcontinent

Dr. Sonia Sharmin Khan

Lecturer, Department of Music, University of Rajshahi, Rajshahi-6205, Bangladesh

ARTICLE INFORMATION

The Faculty Journal of Arts
Rajshahi University
Special Volume-6

ISSN: 1813-0402 (Print)

Received : 04 March 2025
Received in revised: 28 April 2025
Accepted: 16 March 2025
Published: 25 October 2025

Keywords:
Court Music, North Indian Classical
Music, Kheyal pattern

ot

ABSTRACT

In the Indian subcontinent, great strides were made in the field of
music under the patronage of various kingdoms. Especially from the
beginning of the middle ages to the British rule, there are examples of
special contribution in the field of music of the kings and landlords of
the Delhi court and its adjoining regions as patron. It is to note that
Alauddin Khilji made special contribution in the field of music
during the Sultan rule in the middle ages. At that time a favorable
musical circle was formed in this court. Not only was that, Amir
Khasru, one of the great musician at that time, engaged in his court as
a court musician. He revolutionized the field of music at that time. He
created many more lyric style, many more Ragas and Instruments.
Though notable at that time, the lyric style did not have the status of a
popular genre. Many people think that time it was not "Kheyal” but
“Kawali’ or ‘kabali’ that was popular which is very similar to kheyal
song style. However there are differences of option. It is to be noted
that Sultan Alauddin Khilji gave generous patronage to the all
creations of Amir Khasru. Among then, it can be clearly said that
Alauddin khilji is ininvolved in the estanlishment of Kheyal. Later in
the fifteenth century, Sultan hussain Shah Sharki, the king of
Gowalior, gave a unique feature to the style of Kheyal. He was a ruler
and at the same time a musician. In the history of music there are
many emperors who was simultaneously rulers and musicians. Sultan
Hussain Shah Sharki is one of them. Due to his diligent efforts, the
style of kheyal lyric ws greatly improved. At that time, however, the
idea was not as widespread in the Gowalior region as it was in the
court of of Delhi. Kheyal style was established in the court of Delhi
mainly during the reign of Mughal rular Mhammad Shah.
Mohammad shah was a generous patron of music and was himself
expert in Music. At that time Niyamat Khan Sadarang of Tansen
dynasty was one of the musicians in the court of Mohammad Shah.
Sadarang, with his talent, gave a unique facility of Kheyal. On the
other hand, Mohammad Shah’s sincere attention patronage towards
Kheyal was also a big step in the establishment of this style. At the
same time, this research will attempt to explore how much the
attention to music of the Mughal rulers preceding Mohammad Shah
contributed to the development of Kheyal.
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