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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the transformation of the Bengali middle
class in early colonial Bengal (1800—1850) through their pursuit
of English education. Driven by economic aspirations and social
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learning, leading to the establishment of numerous schools and
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awakening, social reforms, and the eradication of practices like
sati. Figures like Rammohan Roy and Vidyasagar played pivotal
roles in this modernization, blending Western rationalism with
indigenous traditions. However, this class also faced criticism
for opportunism and complicity with colonial rule, reflecting a
complex duality in their social and political roles. The paper
underscores how English education catalyzed a broader socio-
cultural and political transformation, laying the foundation for
Indian nationalism.
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them, others are seated at desks; some of these Bengalees are writing in their own language, others
in English, their wages are form four to ten rupees monthly. In the common room, there are stay
five or six East Indian “writers', having salaries of and from sixty to one hundred rupees, and
generally there are about a dozen native writers, who have from eight to twenty rupees a month. On
the upper floor are the European partners and European clerks rooms."*
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