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ABSTRACT

Ahmad Hasan Al-Zayyat (1885-1968) is one of the most
pioneering of modern Arabic literature. He made significant
contributions to Arabic essays, the history of Arabic literature,
journalism, literary review and translation. He was born in
1885 in the village of Kafr Dumayra in the Daghalia
governorate of Egypt. After completing his primary education
in the village, he got admitted at the world-renowned Al-Azhar
University at the age of 12. He teaches in various institutions.
In 1933, he published the magazine Al-Risalah. Which had
been regularly published for 21 years. He passed away 12
June, 1968 in Cairo. His contribution to the history of Arabic
literature is undeniable. His book Tarikh al-Adab al-Arabi
(History of Arabic Literature) is highly popular and boundless
work in the history of Arabic literature. The book widely has
been discussed the history of Arabic literature from the pre-
Islamic period to the modern era. In this book, he has divided
the history of Arabic literature into five remarkable periods.
The life and literary works of total 101 poets and writers have
been included in this book. Before discussing each period, he
has discussed the political, social and cultural context of that
era. Then he has elaborated on the literary trends of the period,
the lives of poets and writers, and their literary talents.
Following this, he has provided examples of their works. His
selection of these examples clearly has been reflected his
literary feeling, skill and insight. The conciseness, magical
style of language and mastery in word choice have been made
this work boundless literature. The main purpose of this article
is to be analyzed the method followed by Ahmad Hasan Al-
Zayyat in writing the history of Arabic literature.
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J. Brugman, An Introduction to the History of Modern Arabic Literature in Egypt (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1984),
P. 382-387.
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