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ABSTRACT

There is a deep-rooted connection between the Indian and Bengali
styles of music in both terms of culture and anthropology. In the
Vedas, sages have sarcastically compared Bengalis to birds while
discussing music. According to experts, Bengalis were accustomed to
a gypsy lifestyle making them mix and match with different cultures
and people. Most Bengalis can be connected back to old-Australian
and Mongolian-Dravidian ancestry. Originally, the word “Banga”&)
was associated with ethnicity rather than the landmark. There have
been recordings in the Rigveda (¢=stam) of how the “Bangas” did not
accept Sage Acharya Deva's (@Rt%) invitation for Yoggya. Therefore,
it would be imprecise to state an independent style in Bengali music
can be detected depending only on the current or old-wider landmark
of Bangla and/or the old manuscripts in the language. In fact, the
incorporation of the music of Bangla with other languages and cultures
is not a history at all, it is an active process. For instance, while
traditionally Raag-sangeet in Bangla is often associated with Hindi,
more recently English, Oromia, and Ahmia has also been comprised
opening a new chapter for exploration. This also reaffirms that Raag-
Sangeet can be performed in any language. While Bengalis had started
performing and practicing Raag-sangeet in the Bangla language during
the revolution period (18thcentury). Later the discovery of Charyapada
[7']”‘-9'h century] and SrikrishnaKirtan [12'}‘-13‘h century] has changed
the outlook on the association of the language with Raag sangeet.
These ancient manuscripts suggest the longstanding connection of
Bengalis with the creation and utilization of raags going as far as to
detect hints of regional dialects in the style of specific raags’ nature.
Until the deviation of the North-South style of Indian music
[Sangeeratnakar] in the 13th century, the original style of Indian music
had been deeply familiar with Bengalis and the trace of this
longstanding alliance can still be seen. Although, this deviation
presumably has affected the use of dialects and style of performance,
most experts agree that the birth of the art of raag-sangeet has come
from the same place. Additionally, the contributions of Bengalis to the
prosperity of Indian raag-sangeet can be factually demonstrated. It is
imperative to celebrate the way the music of Hindustani has preserved
its riches and developed an ever-progressing body of art. This article
shall discuss the application of the Bangla language as a tool for
interpreting the ethnicity of 'Banga' and the contributions of Bengalis
in establishing an enriched style of music in the North of India.
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