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ABSTRACT

Wedding songs are a priceless addition to the folk culture of Bengal, yet
they have become an increasingly rare component in the writing of
social history. Folk music, in general, has long played a significant role
in carrying and preserving collective thought in Bengali folk culture, and
wedding songs, in particular, have earnd a distinctness due to their
unique characteristics. These songs, created by women through their
own efforts, encapsulate the emotions, love, affection, struggles,
humiliation, and neglect experienced in married life. They serve as both
a reflection of women’s essential role in society and a testament to the
injustices they endore. While wedding songs were once an inseparable
part of traditional marriage ceremonies, modern influences have led to
their gradual disappearance. However, they are still found in remote

villages of Bangladesh. This research paper highlights the wedding
songs of South Chittagong as akey conmponent of its folk culture, where
they are locally known as "Hanla’. Hanla is one of the most emotionally
resonating elements of the region’s folk traditions. Analyzing its
historical context it reveals that, its usage varies depending on the
occasion. For example, in Cox’s Bazar, Hanla is performed during ear-
piercing ceremonies or circumcision rituals, whereas in other districts of
Chittagong, it is exclusively performed at weddings. This research paper
explores the themes, contextual variations, and diverse expressions of
‘Hanla' as an integral part of the folk culture of South Chittagong.
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