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ABSTRACT

This study examines the integration of nationalism into education
through the teaching of Al Mahmud’s poetry, with a focus on
exploring how his works reflect the essence of nationalism and its
relevance in shaping responsible citizens of Bangladesh. The primary
objective of this research is to analyze the role of Al Mahmud’s poetry
in fostering patriotism and a sense of national identity among students,
particularly in the context of modern education. As one of Bangladesh’s
most celebrated poets, Al Mahmud’s poetry captures the struggles of
the nationalist movement, the liberation war, and the socio-political
transformations of post-independence Bangladesh, making it an
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invaluable medium for nurturing a sense of belonging and
commitment to the homeland. This study highlights how his vivid
depictions of rural Bengal, its river-centric life, cultural heritage, and
natural beauty stand in stark contrast to the alienation of urban
existence, providing a framework for students to engage with their
roots. Furthermore, it emphasizes that in the modern era of
globalization, neo-imperialism, and cultural disintegration, addressing
nationalism in education becomes a critical means of preserving
cultural identity and resisting foreign hegemonies. By revisiting the
concept of nationalism, which has evolved through history and gained
multidimensional significance in modern poetry, this research
underscores the importance of teaching Al Mahmud’s works to inspire
students with patriotic values and national consciousness. The study
concludes that integrating his poetry into the curriculum can
effectively counteract cultural erosion while fostering an enduring
connection to Bangladesh’s heritage and collective identity.
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