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ABSTRACT

Two significant branches of the rich literary tradition of the
Middle Ages comprises the Shakta Padavali and Vaishnava
Padavali. The term "Shakta" emerged alongside the proliferation
of the Shakta faith. The initial phase of Vaishnava Padabali
predates the rise of Vaishnavism; these two forms of lyric poetry
were initially performed as hymns by adherents of distinct
philosophical traditions, a practice that persists to this day. The
academic exploration of both Vaishnava and Shakta traditions is
largely informed by this underlying ideology. Furthermore, the
practical implications of these two literary categories have been
observed. From this perspective, we can discern a unique
significance in engaging with this literature. While the literature

Padavali, fifteenth century society,

of the middle Ages may not have been as socially oriented as
Sadhana Sangeet, lyric poetry

contemporary works, it remains intrinsically linked to societal
contexts—no literature exists in isolation from the society that
produces it. A thorough examination of the aforementioned texts
necessitates an exploration of their social relevance. Analysing
these works reveals fundamental compositional techniques and
elements inherent in both literary categories. Our objective is to
construct a comprehensive social narrative by synthesizing
insights derived from an examination of the societal issues
prevalent during that era. Given the chronological distinctions
between these two literary forms, it is plausible that their social
portrayals differ in practice. Accordingly, we will investigate the
social dimensions of both Vaishnava and Shakta Padabalis and
engage in a comparative analysis. Ultimately, this endeavour aims
to illuminate a novel aspect of the social philosophy inherent in
Vaishnava and Shakta Padabali. The essay will be structured to
fulfil this objective.
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