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ABSTRACT

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) and Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain
(1880-1932) are ceremonial figures in colonial India. Despite
being nineteen years apart in age, these two intellectuals were
nearly the same in terms of their ideas, work, and activities, as
well as their style, and social reformation pattern. Although they
were not equal in scope, depth, and diversity of literature, they
were devoted to developing an alternative, effective education
system beyond the existing colonial educational structure. In the
present study, we investigate through a comparative discussion
how Rabindranath Tagore and Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain
modified and modernized the usual colonial education system.
Both litterateurs realized there is no alternative to Indigenous
pedagogy for the ordinary people and society's freedom,

development, modernization, and  progress.  Therefore,
Rabindranath Tagore built Ashramic schools like Shantiniketan,
Visva-Bharati, and Sriniketan by adopting a logical, pragmatic
approach to modernize the Indian traditional pedagogy
irrespective of caste and religion. On the other hand, Rokeya
founded a Sakhawat Memorial Girls School aiming to expand
Bengali Muslim women's education in the contemporary context.
Her educational philosophy was intended to free women from
slavery in the chains of patriarchal society and establish women's
social status, rights, and dignity. Both Rabindranath and Rokeya
emphasized that learning methods close to nature are needed to
achieve the goals. Thus, they created the curriculum not only for a
diploma but also for self-improvement and socioeconomic
enhancement, making their educational philosophy more
acceptable and modern in the judgment of the times and context.
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