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ABSTRACT

Acquiring a linguistic and cultural heritage is absolutely essential
for human existence. Language is vital for fulfilling basic human
needs and its related concerns. In order to subjugate a nation, one
must destroy the rights of its language and culture. After the
partition of India in 1947, East Bengal came under the affiliation
of West Pakistan. However, the ruling class at that time were
unwilling to grant the language of the majority of East Bengal the
status of the state language. Consequently, Bengali people got
involved in the language movement starting in 1948. During the
struggle from 1948 to 1952, Bengalis had to face extreme
conditions such as oppression, torture in prison and even suicide.
The martyrdom of Salam, Rafiq, Barkat, Jabbar in establishing the
status of the mother tongue on 21st February 1952 is a prominent
chapter in our history. Alongside them, Bengali women also
actively participated in the movement at that time, as history bears
its witness. Our literature and culture have been persistently
containing the multi-dimensional impact of Bengali's emotions,
struggles and sacrifices for their mother tongue. The evidence of
the role of women in the language movement is also found in
stories and novels. Women also played important roles in
marches, meetings, setting up posters, writing banners, holding
gatherings and violating Article 144. Dhaka University student
G.M. Dr. Safia Khatun was the first person to break Article 144.
Other protesting women were - Raoshan Ara, Sara, Taifur,
Suraiya Dolly, Mumtaz Begum, Sufia Kamal, Rahela, Rahima,
Saleha Begum, Dil Manoara Manu, Lily Chakraborty, Sufia
Ibrahim, etc. And the image of these resilient women is portrayed
in the language-movement novels too. Female characters such as
Nargis, Jyotsna, Faria in Zahirul Islam's novel Agnisakshi (1969);
Beena in Selina Hossain's (born 1947) novel Nirontor Ghonta
Dhoni (1985); Anjum in the novel Japito Jibon; Sitara in Shawkat
Osman's (1917-1998) novel Artonad (1985); have been depicted
as the inspiring figures who have outspokenly protested in the
language movement. These characters have transcended the
passage of time and generated inspiration for women's awakening
from generation after generation. I believe that this generation,
carrying the strength of these characters, will play a role in the
formation of society and the state.
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