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ABSTRACT

Mudire Madrasah is one of the most widely read and
acclaimed novels by Jalal Al-e-Ahmad. Its influence extends
beyond national borders, having been translated into several
foreign languages. The novel narrates a year in the life of a
headmaster, which can be interpreted as a semi-
autobiographical reflection of a life in service to education. It
highlights how other teachers often become indifferent to
student’s futures and depicts a prevailing belief among
assistant teachers that too much knowledge could overwhelm
students. While the headmaster spires to reform through
dedication and vision, the assistants dream of a comfortable
and effortless professional life. Originally published in 1337 in
the Persian calendar (1958 CE), this novel brought greater

recognition to Al-e-Ahmad as a political writer. He critiques
and satirizes the Iranian education system, exposing its flaws
through the lens of pedagogy. Themes such as learning, the
responsibilities of teachers, student ethics, and institutional
accountability are explored. Although traditional educational
methods are described, alternative perspectives are also
presented. This article will analyze the pedagogical dimensions
represented in the novel, examine how they are portrayed, and
discuss what kinds of teaching methodologies are necessary
for today's educational challenges.
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