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ABSTRACT

Ka‘b bin Malik (r.) was an eminent poet of both the pre-
Islamic and early Islamic periods, known for his eloquence
and powerful verse. His poetry evolved from themes of
tribal honor and valor to expressions of deep faith,
repentance, and devotion to Islam. His works serve as a
historical and literary bridge between the oral poetic
traditions of pre-Islamic Arabia and the emerging Islamic
ethos. A significant portion of his poetry revolves around
his personal experiences, particularly his repentance after

Published: 10 November 2025 missing the Battle of Tabuk, an event that earned him

divine forgiveness as mentioned in the Qur’an (Surah At-
Tawbah 9:118). His verses reflect themes of spiritual
redemption, the mercy of Allah, and the unwavering truth
of the Prophet Muhammad’s message. Additionally, he
composed poetry in praise of the Prophet, using imagery of
light and strength to convey Muhammad’s divine mission.

Ka‘b’s poetry is characterized by its rhythmic flow, rich
metaphors, and emotional depth. His work not only
captures personal transformation but also contributes to the
broader Islamic literary tradition, reinforcing faith, unity,
and moral integrity through poetic expression.
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