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ABSTRACT

The article discusses the long-standing debate over the
precedence and superiority of poetry and prose in Arabic
literature, a subject that has engaged critics from early times to
the modern era. It traces the emergence of artistic prose through
four main perspectives: that it began with the rise of Islam,
during the Umayyad or Abbasid periods, or even before Islam.
The study shows that prose evolved as a necessary response to
the expressive limitations of poetry, especially amid the
intellectual and social transformations brought by Islam and the
expansion of Arab civilization. Scholars differ on which form
appeared first: figures like al-Nahshali and al-Bagillani argue
that prose came first as the natural form of human speech, while

others, such as Taha Husayn, believe poetry preceded it due to
its emotional and imaginative nature in early societies.
Similarly, debates continue over which form is more artistically
valuable—prose for its rational clarity, Qur’anic eloquence, and
intellectual utility, or poetry for its rhythm, beauty, and
emotional power. Ultimately, the article concludes that the two
forms are complementary, not opposed: poetry expresses
emotion and imagination, while prose conveys thought and
intellect. Together, they form the twin pillars of Arabic literary
and cultural identity.
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