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ABSTRACT

Sahih Muslim is a collection of Hadith compiled by Imam
Muslim Ibn al-Hajjaj al-Nisaburi (rh.). His collection is
considered to be one of the most authentic collections of the
Sunnah of the Prophet Sm. He traveled widely to gather his
collection of Hadith. Out of 300,000 Hadiths which he

evaluated, approximately 4,000 were extracted for inclusion
into his collection based on stringent acceptance criteria.
Imam Muslim strictly observed many principles of the science
of Hadith, which had been slightly ignored by his great
teacher Imam Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on both of
them). Imam Muslim considered only such traditions to be
genuine and authentic as had been transmitted to him by an
unbroken chain of reliable authorities up to the Prophet Sm.
and were in perfect harmony with what had been related by
other narrators whose trustworthiness was unanimously
accepted and who were free from all defects. Imam Muslim
has taken great pains in connecting the chain of narrators. He
has recorded only that Hadith which, at least, two reliable
tabi'in (successors) had heard from two Companions and this
principle is observed throughout the subsequent chain of
narrators. However, it is important to realize that Imam
Muslim never claimed to collect all authentic traditions as his
goal was to collect only traditions that all Muslims should
agree on about accuracy. Besides, the importance of Hadith
after al-Quran is immense in the life of Muslim Ummah. For
this reason, as a conscious Muslim, it is important to know the
significance and necessity of Sahih Muslim, its terms of
compilation, method and role, the characteristics of Sahih
Muslim and its explanatory books. Therefore, in this article,
analytical discussion of all these issue is presented.
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