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ABSTRACT

The study of Comparative Religion is a significant branch of modern
knowledge that focuses on analyzing the beliefs, rituals, traditions,
and philosophical perspectives of various religions. This field is
crucial in promoting religious tolerance, enhancing interreligious
relations, and fostering peace in diverse societies. In a multi-religious
country like Bangladesh, incorporating Comparative Religion into
public universities is a pressing need, yet its institutional practice
remains limited. Currently, there are hardly any dedicated
departments for Comparative Religion in Bangladesh's public
universities. While some universities include Comparative Religion
within Islamic Studies or Theology curricula, its scope is limited.
Expanding the study of Comparative Religion is essential for

Interreligious Relations, Curriculum

fostering mutual understanding among students and cultivating
Development

diverse perspectives. This research employs qualitative methods for
data collection. The present syllabus and teaching-learning practices
are reviewed meticulously. Based on the findings, the study identifies
the demand for Comparative Religion studies, the challenges faced,
some recommendations for effective learning, and potential avenues
for development. To broaden the scope of Comparative Religion in
public universities in Bangladesh, the study recommends establishing
separate departments for the study of Comparative Religion,
enhancing curricula, and increasing investments in interreligious
research. Such initiatives are expected to have long-term impacts on
fostering religious tolerance, communal harmony, and social
cohesion among different religious believers in the country.
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> Md. Abdul Hannan, “Comparative Study of Religion: Problem and Prospeccts”, Rajshahi University journal of
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Comparative Religion is that science which compares the origin. structure and characteristics of the various

Religions of the world. with the view of determining their genuine agreements and difference, the measure of
relation in which they stand one of another. and relative superiority or inferiority when regarded as types. Cf.
Louis Henry Jordan, Comparative Religion: Its Genesis and Growth (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. 1905), p.63.

A comparative study of religion such as the new era made possible enables us to have a fuller vision of what religious
experience can mean, what forms its expressions may take and what it might do for man. Cf. Joachim wach, The
comparative Study of Religions (New York: Columbia University Press, 1958), p.9.

The comparative study of religion, or comparative religion for short is really a phrase used to indicate the study of
religion in so far as the student is not confining his attentions to a single; should be concerned with comparative
religion simply, because the consideration of data analogous to those with which he is primarily concerned may
contribute to his understanding of the latter. Moreover, any general view or theory of religion must take into
account the similarities and dissimilarties between specific religion and hence is dependent on comparative study."
Cf. Michael Pye, Comparative Religion (Great Britain: Britol Typesetting Company Limited. 1972), p.8.
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Department of world religion and culture, University of Dhaka, Syllabus for B.A Honours (Dhaka: Departmental
Publication, 2023).

Shahreen, Shahla. “Interfaith Dialogue to Counter Radicalization in Bangladesh: An Approach to Move from
Extremism to Pluralism.” Social Science Review 40, no. 1 (2023): 165-84. https://doi.org/10.3329/ssr.v40i1.69082.
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*  Department of Islamic Studies, University of Rajshahi, Syllabus for B.A Honours (Rajshahi: Departmental
Publication).

> Department of Islamic Studies, University of Dhaka, Curriculum for M.A (Dhaka: Departmental Publication,
2018).

*  Department of Islamic Studies, University of Jagannath, Curriculum for B.A Honours (Dhaka: Departmental
Publication).
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