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ABSTRACT

In Sanskrit literature, kavya can be divided into two types—
Shrabyakavya and Drishyakavya. The kavya that can only be
heard is called Srabyakavya. The kavya that along with
being heard can also be seen through the Performance of the
actors on stage is called Drishyakavya. Again since through
the acting of the Performers, one character’s form is
imposed upon another character, it is also called ‘Rupaka.
According to the theory of Drishyakavya / Riipaka has been
divided into ten parts. Prakarana occupies the second
position among these ten kinds of Riapaka. In Sanskrit
literature, Bhavabhuti was one of the prominent Playwrights
among other such as Asvaghosa, Bhasa, Kalidasa, Sudraka
etc. His three Drishyakavya named Mahaviracharita,
Malatimadhava and Uttararamacharita made him the most

famous of all. Three of them Mahaviracharita and
Uttararamacharita are drama and Malatimadhava is
prakarana. In Sanskrit literature most of the Rupakas
(Dramas) have been composed of history, Puranas or
Popular legends. However, the prakarana type of
Drishyakavya is composed based on real social events
combined with the poet’s imagination in which along with
the people of the higher classes of society, the lives of
ordinary People are also Portrayed. Through the story,
characters, dialogues and analysis of the Prakarana of
Malatimadhava, one can gain insight into the Political
system, religion, education system, art and culture,
architectural style, the Position of women and social values
of that time are examined in the essay.
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> “He bore the title Srikantha, was well-versed in Grammer (sabda), Mimansa (vakya), and Logic (pramana)’n. His
preceptor was jnananidhi.”— Vimla Gera, Mind and Art of Bhavabhuti (Delhi: The Sanskrit book depot. 1973), p. 1.
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about Bhavabhuti; and who must have lived before the second quarter of the 8" century, for, he is referred to by
Vakpatiraja (Bappairaa) belonging to the second quarter of the 8" century.— Vimla Gera, Mind and Art of
Bhavabhuti op. cit. p. 19.
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