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ABSTRACT

In Bangladesh’s diverse and culturally rich society,
interreligious dialogue is vital for fostering religious
tolerance and mutual understanding. Tolerance involves
respecting differing beliefs and showing patience toward
others’ faiths. Islam, along with other major religions in
Bangladesh, emphasizes the importance of religious
tolerance. This study explores the role and effectiveness
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of interreligious dialogue in promoting religious
tolerance. Based on primary and secondary data,
including in-depth interviews with 12 religious experts,
the findings highlight key contributors such as
interreligious seminars, the positive influence of
religious leaders and the media, and the observance of
International Tolerance Day in strengthening religious
tolerance in Bangladesh.
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“Tolerance is the conscious affirmation of favourable judgments and beliefs involving
principles of justice, equality, care and consideration for the plight of others or, more concisely,
according respect and equality to others who are different through racial characteristics,
ethnicity, and nationality.”
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“Tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciation of the rich diversity of our world's cultures,
our forms of expression and ways of being human. It is fostered by knowledge, openness,
communication, and freedom of thought, conscience and belief. Tolerance is harmony in
difference. It is not only a moral duty, it is also a political and legal requirement. Tolerance, the
virtue that makes peace possible, contributes to the replacement of the culture of war by a
culture of peace.”™
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“Religious tolerance is the ability to accept and coexist peacefully with individuals or groups

of different religions, beliefs or faiths. It is a crucial aspect in the harmonious coexistence of

people in a society, and an essential tool for the development of a nation. Religious tolerance

cultivates a peaceful environment that facilitates economic and cultural growth, education,

unity and national cohesion.”**
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“Dialogue is a conversation on a common subject between two or more persons with differing
views, the primary purpose of which is for each participant to learn from the other so that he or
she can change and grow.”*”
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