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ABSTRACT

Labid ibn Rab'i'ah (RA) is recognized as one of the foremost poets of
the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic) and early Islamic periods. His upbringing
in a family renowned for its generosity and valor deeply shaped his
character and worldview. Labid possessed an extraordinary memory
and a remarkable ability to compose poetry spontaneously. While his
fame in the Jahiliyyah era largely stemmed from his celebrated
Mu'allagat (suspended odes), his literary repertoire extended to
numerous shorter compositions. His poetry is distinguished by its dual
focus on tribal pride during the pre-Islamic period and Islamic ideals
after his conversion. The glorification of tribal honor, valor, and
heritage forms a central theme in Labid's pre- Islamic poetry. Ancient
Arab poets often composed verses extolling their lineage, tribal
achievements, leadership, and the generosity of their clans. They also
celebrated practices such as revelry, wine consumption, and romantic
associations with women and musicians, viewing these as hallmarks of
pride and honor. Labid's early works mirror these societal norms,
showcasing his tribe's magnanimity, valor, and cultural customs. His
poetry epitomized the prevailing ethos of the Jahiliyyah era,
emphasizing pride in tribal identity and social status. With the advent of
Islam, Labid's poetic themes underwent a significant transformation. A
devout Muslim and a memorizer of the Qur'an, he immersed himself in
its study and teachings. His later poetry reflects the influence of
Islamic theology and moral principles, focusing on themes such as
monotheism (Tawhid), the significance of prayer (Salah), the reality of
the afterlife, and the inevitability of divine accountability on the Day
of Judgment. His verses became vehicles for imparting spiritual
lessons, drawing directly from the Qur'an and Hadith to guide and
admonish society. Through his poetic expressions, Labid became an
advocate for the moral and ethical framework of Islam, abandoning the
hedonistic elements of his earlier works. Labid's contributions to
Arabic poetry are unparalleled, securing his places a luminary in both
the Jahiliyyah and Islamic eras. Born in 570 CE into the noble Amir
tribe, he lived a life marked by artistic brilliance and spiritual
transformation. He passed away in Kufah in 41 AH (661 CE). Labid's
poetic legacy serves as a testament to his versatility, seamlessly
intertwining the grandeur of tribal glory with the profound ideals of
Islamic thought. This study highlights the evolution of Labid's poetry,
exploring its dual dimensions-its celebration of pre-Islamic tribal pride
and its subsequent embodiment of Islamic philosophy.
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