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ABSTRACT

Traditional Bangla theatre forms, Sang and Alkap, have established a
unique place in the history of Bangla theatre by reflecting deep-rooted
social and industrial realities. These traditional forms have entertained
Bengalis for generations and earned special popularity among the
masses as a powerful means of satirizing existing power structures.
Through their sharp and often humorous performances, these artists
vividly portray scenes of social injustice, inequality, and oppression.
The essential characteristics of traditional Bangla theatre are embodied
in Sang and Alkap, which continue to remain culturally and politically
relevant by mirroring the spirit and struggles of their time. These
performances consistently attempt to represent the emerging social
crises of their respective eras. The performers of Sang and Alkap do
not merely entertain, but also engage critically with the shifting

realities of the society around them. Their performances often serve as
both artistic expression and subtle resistance. As a result, the themes
explored in Sang and Alkap carry considerable social significance,
making these traditional forms vital for understanding the cultural
discourse and grassroots consciousness of rural Bengal. This research
paper is guided by the following specific goal and objectives. The
primary goal is to investigate the key social issues portrayed through
the traditional performances of Sang and Alkap, and to critically assess
the relevance and significance of the themes represented within these
unique forms of traditional Bangla theatre. The study also aims to
explore how these theatre forms continue to resonate with audiences
today and contribute to the preservation of traditional cultural identity.
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